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Handling Parking Lot Accidents in Louisiana:
Legal Perspectives

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
October 2, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Parking lot accidents are more
common than many might expect, and
these collisions can lead to complex

legal issues for those involved.
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Understanding the legal perspectives is
essential for both drivers and
pedestrians to properly handle these
situations.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow
Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana,
discusses the unique factors involved
in parking lot accidents and how state
laws apply. Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M.
Morrow, is a legal practice with a focus on workplace injury but also handles cases involving car
accidents and other injury-related claims.

Understanding Parking Lot Accidents and Fault

Parking lots can be tricky areas to navigate, given the heavy flow of both pedestrian and vehicle
traffic, often with limited visibility due to parked cars and tight spaces. Unlike roadway collisions,
parking lot accidents occur at relatively low speeds, but that does not minimize the legal
considerations involved. Accidents can range from vehicle-on-vehicle collisions to those involving
pedestrians or even damage to property like storefronts or fixtures.

Louisiana follows a fault-based system for car accidents, meaning that the person responsible
for causing the accident is liable for the resulting damages. However, in parking lots, assigning
fault is not always straightforward. Many factors can influence liability, including traffic signs,
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marked lanes, the speed of the vehicles, and the actions of
“ both drivers and pedestrians. In most cases, police do not
respond to minor parking lot accidents, which can further

Parking lot accidents require . e
complicate fault determination.

careful consideration of all
parties involved, the nature
of the collision, and the
circumstances leading up to
the accident”

William P. Morrow

“Parking lot accidents require careful consideration of all
parties involved, the nature of the collision, and the
circumstances leading up to the accident,” explains William
P. Morrow. “It is important to thoroughly document the
scene and gather witness statements when possible, as

this can play a significant role in determining liability.”

Common Causes of Parking Lot Accidents
Understanding the causes of parking lot accidents is critical to assigning fault and determining
liability. Some of the most common contributing factors include:

Backing Up Collisions: Many accidents occur when one or both drivers are backing out of parking
spaces. If both drivers are reversing simultaneously, liability may be shared.

Failure to Yield: Drivers are expected to yield to those who have the right of way, including other
drivers traveling down main thoroughfares within the parking lot. Failure to do so can result in
liability.

Distracted Driving: Activities like using a phone, adjusting the radio, or failing to pay attention to
surroundings can lead to collisions.

Speeding and Reckless Driving: Although speed limits are typically lower in parking lots, drivers
may still exceed safe speeds or engage in reckless behavior that leads to an accident.

Pedestrian-Related Accidents: Pedestrians are often present in parking lots, walking between
cars and through traffic lanes. Drivers must be vigilant in yielding to pedestrians, and failure to
do so can result in liability for injuries sustained in a collision.

Comparative Fault in Louisiana Parking Lot Accidents

Louisiana law follows a comparative fault system, which means that fault can be apportioned
between the parties involved in an accident. If both parties are found to have contributed to the
collision, liability may be divided based on each party’s degree of fault. For instance, if one driver
is found to be 70% at fault for backing out without properly checking for oncoming traffic, and
the other driver is 30% at fault for speeding, each party’s liability will reflect those percentages.

“In parking lot accidents, it is common for fault to be shared among drivers,” says Morrow.
“Louisiana’s comparative fault laws ensure that each party’s responsibility is accurately



represented, and compensation is distributed accordingly.”

Documenting the Accident Scene
Documenting the accident scene is crucial for determining fault and protecting one’s legal rights.
Here are some important steps to take immediately after a parking lot accident:

Exchange Information: Obtain contact and insurance details from the other party involved, as
well as the make, model, and license plate of their vehicle.

Take Photographs: Capture clear images of the accident scene, including damage to vehicles,
surrounding structures, road markings, and any relevant traffic signs.

Gather Witness Statements: If there are witnesses, collect their contact information and ask for a
brief statement of what they observed.

Notify Law Enforcement (if necessary): Although police may not respond to minor parking lot
accidents, it may be necessary to file a report if there is significant damage, injuries, or if fault is
contested.

Contact Insurance Companies: Notify the relevant insurance carriers about the accident as soon
as possible, providing them with any documentation gathered at the scene.

Legal Considerations for Pedestrian-Involved Accidents

Pedestrian safety is a primary concern in parking lots, and drivers have a duty to exercise caution
when navigating areas where pedestrians may be present. If a driver hits a pedestrianin a
parking lot, liability is often clear-cut; however, there may be cases where the pedestrian’s
actions contribute to the accident, such as if they step out from between parked cars without
looking.

Pedestrians have the right of way in marked crosswalks and other areas where vehicles are
expected to yield. Failure to yield can lead to serious injury for the pedestrian and significant
liability for the driver. Legal considerations in these cases involve assessing the behavior of both
parties, the layout of the parking lot, and whether any traffic laws were violated.

Addressing Property Damage and Third-Party Liability

Parking lot accidents sometimes involve damage to third-party property, such as a building,
fence, or parked car. In these instances, the at-fault driver may be liable for repairing the
damage. Additionally, there are cases where the owner or manager of the parking lot may be
held responsible for contributing factors like poor signage, inadequate lighting, or improper
maintenance that contributed to the accident.

Determining liability in such cases requires a thorough examination of all contributing factors
and the involvement of legal counsel to navigate the complexities of third-party claims.



Conclusion

Parking lot accidents can present unique legal challenges for both drivers and pedestrians in
Louisiana. Fault determination, comparative liability, and documentation are crucial elements in
successfully resolving a parking lot accident claim. Understanding these legal considerations
helps ensure that individuals involved in such accidents can navigate the process effectively and
protect their rights.

For further guidance on parking lot accidents or other legal matters related to personal injury
and vehicle accidents, contact Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana.
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