
Old Arizona Territory Museum to Open in
Tonopah, Arizona – Celebrating the Untold
History of Arizona's Lost Souls

The Rock House

Join us for the dedication ceremony on

October 25th, featuring interactive

exhibits and a weekend of festivities that

honor Arizona's diverse heritage.

TONOPAH, AZ, UNITED STATES,

October 8, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --

The Old Arizona Territory Museum, a

pioneering institution dedicated to

preserving and celebrating the rich

history of the Arizona Territory, will

officially open its doors on October 25,

2024. The dedication ceremony will

take place at 7 PM in the historic Frontier House, located at the corner of Indian School Road and

411th Avenue in Tonopah. This ranch house, which has stood empty for over 30 years, offers a

fitting backdrop for a museum that aims to illuminate the stories of the region.

Tonopah is a hidden gem in

Arizona, where Tombstone

meets Yellowstone”

Tommy Dee

Established in 1863, the Arizona Territory has a rich and

diverse history, influenced by Indigenous peoples, the

Spanish and Mexican presence, and later, American

settlers during the westward expansion. The Old Arizona

Territory Museum aims to highlight these varied narratives

that have shaped the region, particularly focusing on

Tonopah's role as a crucial ranching area along the

historical highway leading to the California Goldfields during the 1849 Gold Rush.

The museum will feature over 5,000 artifacts, many of which are hands-on, ensuring an engaging

experience for visitors of all ages. Exhibit highlights include:

Apache Wars: Explore the conflicts between Native American tribes and U.S. military forces,

offering insights into the struggles and resilience of Indigenous peoples.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn9LVLJjAk0
https://youtu.be/jGrM_TDNiZU?si=iEnjcdCnj3-5V9o4


The Cotton Camps and The Great Migration: This exhibit showcases the agricultural history of

the region and the migration of people into Arizona, detailing their impact on the land and

economy.

The Gold Rushers of Arizona: Discover the stories of those who flocked to Arizona in search of

fortune, highlighting the challenges they faced and the communities they built.

The Range Wars: Delve into the complexities of land ownership and resource management

through an exploration of conflicts between ranchers and farmers.

The Arizona Swamps: An often-overlooked aspect of Arizona's geography, this exhibit highlights

the unique ecosystems and biodiversity of the region.

“We are excited to announce the opening of the Old Arizona Territory Museum,” said Tommy

Dee, local contact and representative of the Old Arizona Territory Preservation Society. “This

museum is designed not only to honor the incredible stories of our past but also to foster

community engagement and preserve our unique heritage.”

The grand opening will kick off a weekend of festivities, beginning with the dedication ceremony

and followed by a parade and bonfire on Friday night. The TNT Ghost Town Tour company will

host several exciting activities throughout the weekend, including a Haunted House, off-roading

tours around the Saddle Mountain Loop, and a special 2A Therapy event on Sunday.

Tickets for the Friday festivities are priced at $25, with all proceeds benefiting the Old Arizona

Territory Preservation Society and Museum. Weekend packages can be purchased at

www.tntgtt.com/october.

“Tonopah is a hidden gem in Arizona, where Tombstone meets Yellowstone,” Tommy Dee added.

“We tell the hidden stories of Arizona, and we invite everyone to come and explore our rich

history and culture.”

As part of its mission, the Old Arizona Territory Museum will offer various educational programs

and workshops aimed at school groups, families, and history enthusiasts to foster a deeper

understanding of Arizona's heritage. Volunteer opportunities will also be available for

community members who wish to contribute to the museum's mission.

Looking ahead, the museum is just the first phase of a larger development plan that includes an

immersive Old West Theme Park and a Bison Ranch. This vision aims to create a destination for

both education and entertainment, attracting visitors from near and far.

Open seven days a week, the museum will also offer guided tours led by knowledgeable staff,

providing deeper insights into the exhibits and the stories behind them. In addition to the grand

opening festivities, the museum plans to host seasonal events, guest speakers, and themed

https://www.oatps.com
http://www.tntgtt.com/october


exhibits to keep the community engaged and excited about local history.

Community support is vital for the museum’s success. Attending the dedication ceremony or

participating in events helps raise awareness and funds for preserving Arizona's rich history.

For more information about the Old Arizona Territory Museum, visit www.oatps.com or

www.tntgtt.com. For inquiries, please contact Tommy Dee at 602-888-9199 or via email at

oatps1863@gmail.com.
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Old Arizona Territory Preservation Society
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