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Navigating Legal Rights for Commercial
Property Damage in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
October 10, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
When commercial properties sustain
damage in Louisiana, understanding
the legal avenues available to property
owners is crucial for timely recovery
and mitigating financial losses.
Whether caused by natural disasters,
construction defects, or third-party
negligence, property owners have
certain rights and responsibilities
under Louisiana law that should be
carefully navigated. William P. Morrow,
an attorney at Morrow Law Firm in
Opelousas, Louisiana, sheds light on
the legal considerations for
commercial property damage and the
steps business owners should take
when facing these situations.

Louisiana's unique legal system often presents complexities in property damage claims.
According to Morrow, "In Louisiana, commercial property owners need to understand their rights
and the specific obligations they hold when damage occurs. The key is to act swiftly and
document everything properly, as these early actions can significantly affect the outcome of a

claim."
(1]

Proving negligence requires
demonstrating that the
other party failed to act with
reasonable care, which
resulted in damage to the
property.”

William P. Morrow

Types of Commercial Property Damage

Commercial property damage can arise from a variety of
sources, each carrying distinct legal implications. Common
causes include:

Natural Disasters: Hurricanes, floods, and tornadoes
frequently cause widespread property damage in
Louisiana, particularly in coastal areas. These events
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trigger insurance claims, but issues may arise regarding coverage, exclusions, or the valuation of
damages.

Construction Defects: Poor workmanship or defective materials used during the construction or
renovation of commercial properties can result in significant damage over time. Property owners
may be entitled to compensation from contractors, subcontractors, or material suppliers in such
cases.

Third-Party Negligence: Damage caused by third parties, such as neighboring businesses or
contractors performing work on adjacent properties, can result in property owners seeking legal
recourse for negligence.

Fire, Theft, and Vandalism: Intentional acts of destruction or criminal activities, such as arson or
break-ins, also represent a significant category of property damage.

Insurance Coverage and Legal Recourse

Commercial property insurance is designed to protect business owners from the financial fallout
of property damage, but insurance claims can be complex. Morrow advises property owners to
thoroughly review their insurance policies, paying close attention to the coverage limits,
deductibles, and specific exclusions. "It's critical for commercial property owners to ensure they
understand what their policy covers and what it doesn't. This knowledge can make the difference
when filing a claim," Morrow explains.

Insurance companies may sometimes dispute the extent of the damage or attempt to limit their
payout. In such cases, property owners may need to engage in negotiations or even pursue legal
action to obtain fair compensation. Additionally, in some situations, the damage may fall outside
the coverage of an insurance policy, leaving property owners to explore other legal options, such
as claims against third parties responsible for the damage.

When dealing with damage caused by a contractor or neighboring property, for example, the
injured party can file a negligence claim. In these instances, Morrow notes, "Proving negligence
requires demonstrating that the other party failed to act with reasonable care, which resulted in
damage to the property. It's essential to collect and preserve evidence immediately, as this can
be a decisive factor in the success of a claim."

Steps to Take After Property Damage
To protect their legal rights, commercial property owners should take specific steps following any
property damage incident. These include:

Documenting the Damage: Photographs, videos, and written records of the damage are
essential. This documentation should be as comprehensive as possible and conducted
immediately after the event.



Notifying the Insurance Company: Timely reporting is crucial. Most insurance policies include
provisions that require prompt notification of any damage. Failure to do so may result in a denial
of coverage.

Engaging Legal Counsel: Consulting with an attorney who understands Louisiana property law
can help property owners assess their legal options and ensure they comply with necessary
procedures.

Assessing Liability: In cases involving third-party negligence, property owners should work with
their legal team to determine whether another party can be held liable for the damages. This
may include contractors, subcontractors, or other entities responsible for the property’s
condition.

Negotiating with Insurance Providers: In some cases, property owners may need to engage in
extended negotiations with their insurance providers. Legal counsel can assist in ensuring that
property owners receive a fair settlement for their claims.

Statute of Limitations and Legal Deadlines

Louisiana law places strict time limits, or statutes of limitations, on property damage claims.
Morrow emphasizes the importance of acting within these legal deadlines. "In Louisiana,
property owners must be aware of the prescriptive period, or the time limit in which they have to
file a claim. Once that period passes, legal options may no longer be available." Typically,
property damage claims in Louisiana must be filed within one year from the date of the

damage.

Failing to file within the prescribed time frame can result in the dismissal of the claim, which
underscores the importance of seeking legal counsel early on in the process.

Conclusion

Navigating the legal landscape for commercial property damage in Louisiana requires an
understanding of both state law and the specific terms of insurance policies. Whether the
damage is due to natural disasters, construction defects, or third-party negligence, commercial
property owners have rights and recourse available to them under the law.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,
provides guidance for property owners dealing with these complex issues, ensuring that legal
claims are handled efficiently and within the bounds of Louisiana law. Ensuring proper
documentation, timely action, and a clear understanding of legal obligations can significantly
affect the outcome of commercial property damage claims.
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