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Louisiana’s roadways are home to a

wide range of wildlife and domestic

animals, making animal-related car

accidents a relatively common

occurrence. From deer crossing

highways to stray pets wandering onto

busy streets, collisions with animals

can lead to significant damage and

serious injuries. Navigating the legal

complexities that arise from such

accidents requires a thorough

understanding of Louisiana law.

Stephen M. Morrow, an attorney at

Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas,

Louisiana, provides insights into the

legal ramifications of animal-related

car accidents and the steps drivers

should take when faced with such

incidents.

Animal-related car accidents present unique legal challenges because liability may not always be

clear-cut. Factors such as the type of animal involved, the location of the accident, and the

actions of both the driver and the animal’s owner can all play a role in determining who is

responsible for the damages.

Timely documentation and

proper reporting are critical

in these cases.”

Stephen M. Morrow

Common Types of Animal-Related Accidents

In Louisiana, there are two primary types of animals that

drivers may encounter on the road: wild animals and

domestic animals. Each type carries different legal

implications when involved in a car accident.

Wild Animals: Louisiana is home to a variety of wildlife, including deer, alligators, and smaller
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animals like raccoons and squirrels. Accidents involving wild animals are often considered "no-

fault" accidents, meaning that neither the driver nor any third party is typically held responsible

for the damage. Drivers are generally expected to be cautious and aware of the potential for

wildlife on the road, especially in rural or wooded areas. However, drivers may still file a claim

with their insurance provider for vehicle damage, though the extent of coverage depends on the

specifics of their policy.

Domestic Animals: When a driver hits a domestic animal, such as a dog, cat, or livestock, the

legal situation becomes more complex. Owners of domestic animals are responsible for keeping

their animals off the road, and failure to do so can result in liability for any damages or injuries

caused by an accident. Louisiana law requires pet owners to ensure their animals are properly

contained, and owners may be held responsible if their negligence allows an animal to escape

and cause an accident.

Determining Liability

Liability in animal-related car accidents depends on the circumstances of the accident and the

type of animal involved. In cases involving domestic animals, the animal’s owner may be liable if

it can be proven that they failed to take reasonable steps to prevent the animal from entering

the roadway. For example, if a dog escapes from an unfenced yard and runs into traffic, causing

a collision, the dog’s owner may be held legally responsible for the damages.

Morrow explains, "The key in these cases is establishing whether the owner took reasonable

precautions to contain the animal. If negligence can be shown, the owner may be liable for the

accident." However, drivers must also exercise caution on the road. If a driver is found to have

been speeding or otherwise driving recklessly at the time of the accident, they may share some

of the responsibility.

In the case of wild animals, liability is more difficult to establish. Since wild animals are not

owned by individuals, there is usually no one to hold accountable for the accident. Drivers

involved in accidents with wildlife are generally expected to cover their own damages through

their insurance policies, provided they have the appropriate coverage.

Insurance Coverage

Insurance plays a critical role in resolving claims related to animal-related car accidents.

Comprehensive coverage, rather than standard liability or collision insurance, is typically

required to cover damages caused by collisions with animals. Comprehensive coverage includes

protection against incidents such as theft, vandalism, and collisions with animals. Drivers who

lack comprehensive coverage may be responsible for paying for their vehicle repairs out of

pocket.

Additionally, drivers involved in accidents with domestic animals may be able to pursue a claim

against the animal’s owner for damages, including vehicle repairs and medical expenses. If the

owner is found liable, their homeowner’s or renter’s insurance policy may provide coverage for



the driver’s losses. However, the success of such claims depends on the specific circumstances of

the accident and the ability to prove negligence on the part of the animal’s owner.

Legal Considerations for Drivers

Drivers involved in animal-related car accidents should take several important steps to protect

their legal rights and ensure proper documentation of the incident. First, it is crucial to report the

accident to local authorities, particularly if the animal is injured or if there is significant damage

to the vehicle. A police report can serve as valuable evidence in any subsequent legal

proceedings or insurance claims.

Next, drivers should gather as much information as possible about the accident, including

photographs of the scene, the vehicle damage, and the animal involved. If the animal is a

domestic pet, identifying the owner and obtaining their contact information is essential for

pursuing a potential claim.

Morrow emphasizes the importance of acting swiftly, noting that "timely documentation and

proper reporting are critical in these cases." Drivers should also contact their insurance provider

to initiate a claim and determine what coverage is available under their policy.

Conclusion

Animal-related car accidents in Louisiana present a unique set of legal challenges, particularly

when it comes to determining liability and pursuing compensation. Whether the accident

involves a wild animal or a domestic pet, drivers must be prepared to navigate the complexities

of Louisiana law and their insurance policies.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

provides legal guidance to individuals facing these types of claims, helping them understand

their rights and options under Louisiana law. Proper documentation, timely reporting, and a

clear understanding of insurance coverage are essential steps in handling the aftermath of an

animal-related car accident.
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