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October 17, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Vehicle recalls have become an

increasingly important topic as

manufacturers identify safety concerns

that could put drivers, passengers, and

others on the road at risk. In Louisiana,

as in other states, both vehicle

manufacturers and owners have

specific legal obligations when a recall

is issued. Understanding these

obligations is critical for ensuring that

affected vehicles are repaired and that

liability is appropriately addressed in

the event of an accident related to a

defective vehicle.

Recalls can be triggered by a wide

range of issues, including faulty

airbags, braking systems, or engine

components, and the legal framework

surrounding these recalls is designed

to protect public safety. For those involved in accidents related to recalled vehicles, navigating

the legal landscape can be particularly challenging, especially when determining fault or

liability.

Vehicle owners must

understand the importance

of addressing recalls

promptly. ”

William P. Morrow

As William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow Law Firm in

Opelousas, Louisiana, explains, vehicle recalls can

complicate legal proceedings in cases where injuries occur.

“In Louisiana, vehicle recalls introduce an additional layer

of legal responsibility for manufacturers, dealerships, and

vehicle owners. Failing to address a recall could not only

result in increased liability but also jeopardize the safety of

those on the road.”

http://www.einpresswire.com
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Manufacturer Obligations in Vehicle Recalls

Manufacturers are legally obligated to issue a recall when a vehicle or vehicle component is

found to have a safety-related defect. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA) plays a key role in monitoring vehicle safety and can require manufacturers to conduct

recalls when necessary. Once a recall has been identified, manufacturers are required to notify

vehicle owners of the defect and provide instructions for getting the issue resolved.

Louisiana law, in alignment with federal regulations, mandates that manufacturers repair,

replace, or refund the cost of the defective vehicle or component. The remedy must be provided

at no cost to the vehicle owner, and manufacturers are responsible for ensuring that dealerships

are equipped to perform the necessary repairs.

In many cases, the recall process involves notifying affected vehicle owners through direct mail

or electronic communication. Manufacturers are also required to file a report with the NHTSA,

outlining the nature of the defect, the number of vehicles affected, and the plan for addressing

the issue.

Dealership Responsibilities

In Louisiana, vehicle dealerships are also bound by certain legal obligations when it comes to

recalls. Dealerships must check for open recalls on vehicles in their inventory and are prohibited

from selling vehicles with unresolved recalls. This applies to both new and used vehicles. If a

dealership sells a vehicle that is later found to have an unresolved recall, they may face liability

for any accidents or injuries that result from the defect.

Dealerships must also work with manufacturers to facilitate repairs for recalled vehicles. This

includes ensuring that repair facilities are properly trained and equipped to handle the specific

recall-related repairs. Dealerships are not allowed to charge customers for repairs related to

recalls, as the manufacturer is legally required to cover the cost.

Vehicle Owner Responsibilities

While manufacturers and dealerships have clear legal obligations when it comes to recalls,

vehicle owners also bear responsibility for addressing recalled defects. Once notified of a recall,

owners are expected to take their vehicle to an authorized dealership for the necessary repairs.

In Louisiana, failing to address a vehicle recall could have serious legal consequences,

particularly if the defect contributes to an accident. If a vehicle owner knowingly continues to

operate a vehicle with a recalled defect and that defect causes an accident, the owner may be

held partially liable for any damages or injuries that occur. This is especially important in the

context of workplace vehicle accidents, where the employer’s duty to maintain a safe fleet of

vehicles is paramount.

Morrow notes that “vehicle owners must understand the importance of addressing recalls



promptly. Ignoring a recall notice could not only lead to safety risks but also complicate legal

claims in the event of an accident.”

Legal Recourse in Vehicle Recall-Related Accidents

In cases where a vehicle defect leads to an accident, determining liability can be a complex

process. In Louisiana, liability may be shared between the manufacturer, the vehicle owner, and

any third parties involved in the incident, depending on the specific circumstances of the

accident.

If the accident is directly caused by a defect that was part of a recall, the manufacturer may be

held liable for any resulting damages or injuries. This is particularly true if the manufacturer

failed to issue the recall in a timely manner or did not provide adequate notice to vehicle owners.

In these cases, injured parties may pursue legal claims against the manufacturer to recover

compensation for medical expenses, property damage, lost wages, and other related costs.

However, if the vehicle owner failed to address the recall after being notified of the defect, they

may be found partially liable for the accident. Under Louisiana’s comparative negligence laws,

the vehicle owner’s liability will depend on the extent to which their failure to repair the defect

contributed to the accident.

Employers operating fleets of vehicles also have legal obligations to ensure that any recalled

vehicles are repaired before allowing employees to use them. If an employer fails to address a

recall and an employee is injured in a workplace vehicle accident, the employer may face legal

claims from both the injured employee and other parties involved in the accident.

Legal Strategies for Handling Recall-Related Accidents

When an accident occurs involving a recalled vehicle, it is important to investigate the role of the

defect in causing the incident. Legal strategies may involve reviewing recall notices, maintenance

records, and accident reports to determine whether the vehicle owner, manufacturer, or another

party bears responsibility.

In workplace vehicle accidents, legal strategies may also include reviewing the employer’s fleet

maintenance policies and whether they acted in accordance with their duty to repair recalled

vehicles. Employers who fail to properly maintain their vehicles may be held liable for workplace

injuries, even if the defect was part of a broader recall.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

has experience in navigating the legal complexities of vehicle-related accidents, including those

involving recalls. Their approach includes investigating all potential sources of liability to ensure

that injured parties receive the compensation they are entitled to under Louisiana law.

Morgan Thomas
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