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Jewelry holds immense personal and

sentimental value, often representing

cherished memories, family traditions,

or milestones in life. Whether it's a

timeless gold necklace, a delicate silver

bracelet, or an exquisite gemstone

ring, keeping these items in pristine

condition is essential to maintaining

their longevity and brilliance. Ken

Bowers, owner of The Quarter Smith in

the French Quarter, offers expert

insights into proper jewelry care to

ensure these precious pieces remain

radiant for years to come.

The Importance of Regular Cleaning

Jewelry made from gold, silver, and

precious stones can collect dirt, oils,

and other substances over time, which

can dull its shine and diminish its

overall appearance. Regular cleaning is

vital to preserving the brilliance and

beauty of these items. Bowers recommends using specific methods tailored to each type of

material to avoid damage.

"Gold jewelry is relatively soft and can scratch easily, so it's essential to use a gentle touch when

cleaning. A simple mixture of warm water and mild dish soap works well for removing everyday

grime from gold pieces. Avoid abrasive cleaners, as they can scratch the surface," Bowers

explains.

For silver jewelry, tarnish is a common issue. This occurs when silver reacts with sulfur-

containing substances in the air, causing the metal to darken over time. "A soft cloth and a

specialized silver cleaner can remove tarnish and restore shine," Bowers notes. "For heavily

tarnished items, a professional cleaning might be necessary."
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When it comes to precious stones, cleaning can vary

depending on the type of gemstone. For example,

diamonds are incredibly durable, but softer stones like

opals and emeralds require more delicate care. "For

gemstone jewelry, it's essential to consider the hardness of

the stone before cleaning. Ultrasonic cleaners may be safe

for diamonds but can cause damage to more fragile

stones," Bowers advises.

Storing Jewelry Properly

Proper storage is another crucial aspect of jewelry care. Many people store their jewelry in a

single box or drawer, where pieces can become tangled or scratched. To prevent this, Bowers

recommends using separate compartments or pouches for each item.

"Gold and silver pieces should be stored separately to prevent them from rubbing against each

other, which can cause scratches. Lining the storage area with a soft cloth or using individual

jewelry pouches can also protect the items," he says.

Precious stones are particularly susceptible to damage if they come into contact with harder

materials. "Diamonds, for instance, can scratch other gemstones, so keeping them apart is

essential," Bowers adds. Temperature and humidity also play a role in how jewelry is stored. High

humidity can cause silver to tarnish more quickly, while extreme temperature changes can affect

certain gemstones.

Avoiding Exposure to Harsh Chemicals

Exposure to chemicals can cause significant damage to both metals and gemstones. Everyday

substances such as chlorine, bleach, and even some lotions and perfumes can negatively impact

jewelry. Gold and silver are particularly vulnerable to discoloration or tarnishing when exposed

to harsh chemicals.

"Before swimming or engaging in household cleaning, it's best to remove any jewelry," Bowers

advises. "Chlorine in swimming pools can weaken gold alloys, while certain cleaning agents can

cause tarnish or corrosion." He also emphasizes the importance of avoiding direct contact with

perfumes and lotions. "These substances can build up on gemstones, causing them to lose their

brilliance. It's always a good idea to apply perfume or lotion before putting on any jewelry."

The Role of Professional Inspections

In addition to at-home care, regular inspections by a professional jeweler are recommended to

ensure the long-term health of jewelry. Over time, prongs can loosen, clasps may wear out, and

other settings might weaken, which can lead to lost stones or damaged pieces. Bowers suggests

having jewelry professionally inspected at least once a year to catch any potential issues before



they become more serious.

"Loose prongs or weakened clasps can cause significant damage to both the metal and

gemstones. Regular inspections allow a jeweler to detect any signs of wear and make repairs

before the jewelry becomes compromised," Bowers explains.

For items with intricate designs or those featuring multiple gemstones, a professional cleaning

can also help restore their original beauty. Bowers mentions that jewelers have access to

specialized equipment that can remove dirt and buildup in areas that may be difficult to reach

with home cleaning methods.

Understanding the Differences in Metal and Gemstone Durability

Another key factor in maintaining jewelry is understanding the inherent differences between

various metals and gemstones. Gold, for example, is a relatively soft metal that can scratch more

easily than harder metals like platinum. Similarly, certain gemstones, such as sapphires and

rubies, are much more durable than others like pearls or opals.

"Gold is a beautiful and classic metal, but it's softer than platinum or palladium, which makes it

more prone to scratching. Those who wear gold jewelry regularly should take extra care to avoid

contact with hard surfaces," Bowers advises.

For gemstone jewelry, it's crucial to recognize that not all stones are created equal in terms of

durability. "Diamonds are among the hardest substances on Earth, but softer stones like opals

need to be handled carefully. Opals, for instance, are sensitive to temperature changes and can

crack if exposed to extreme heat or cold," he adds.

Conclusion

Maintaining the beauty and longevity of gold, silver, and gemstone jewelry requires attention to

proper cleaning techniques, safe storage practices, and professional inspections. As Bowers

explains, understanding the unique characteristics of each material and taking preventative

steps can help preserve cherished pieces for future generations.
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