
Property Refresh Urges Chicago Homeowners
to Schedule Gutter Cleaning Ahead of Winter
to Avoid Ice Dams

Early action can prevent costly damage

as clogged gutters freeze, leading to

dangerous ice dams and water damage.

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, October

21, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- As

winter approaches, Property Refresh, a

trusted gutter cleaning company

serving Chicago and its suburbs, is

advising homeowners to prioritize

gutter maintenance in preparation for

the upcoming season. With the

potential for heavy snow and freezing

temperatures in the months ahead,

taking action now can prevent the formation of dangerous ice dams, which can cause significant

damage to homes and properties.

Once the temperatures

drop, leaves freeze in the

gutters, making them even

more difficult to remove. Ice

dams can form quickly after

that, leading to water

damage and serious

problems for homeowners.”

George D Owner

Gutters play a vital role in directing rainwater and melting

snow away from a building’s roof, walls, and foundation.

When gutters are clogged with leaves, dirt, and debris, the

water flow is obstructed, leading to a variety of potential

hazards. One of the most significant dangers associated

with clogged gutters during the winter months is the

formation of ice dams.

** The Danger of Ice Dams

Ice dams form when snow accumulates on a roof, melts,

and then refreezes at the roof’s edge or in the gutters. This

cycle creates a barrier of ice that prevents additional melting snow from draining properly. As the

water backs up behind the ice dam, it can seep under roof shingles and into the home’s

structure, leading to water damage, mold growth, and even structural issues.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.property-refresh.com/gutter-cleaning


The risk of ice dams is particularly high

in the Chicago area, where harsh

winters often bring a combination of

heavy snowfalls and freezing

temperatures. Homeowners who fail to

clean their gutters before the first

freeze face an increased likelihood of

ice dams forming, potentially leading

to costly repairs and dangerous

conditions.

** The Importance of Early Gutter

Cleaning

While many homeowners wait until

later in the fall to clean their gutters,

Property Refresh recommends

scheduling gutter cleaning services as

early as possible. This allows enough

time for thorough cleaning before the

freezing temperatures arrive and

ensures that the gutters are clear and

functioning properly when winter

hits.

"Waiting too long to clean gutters in

the fall can be risky, especially with

Chicago's unpredictable weather," says

George, owner of Property Refresh.

"Once the temperatures drop, leaves

can freeze in the gutters, making them

even more difficult to remove. Ice

dams can form quickly after that,

leading to water damage and serious

problems for homeowners."

Gutters filled with frozen leaves and debris are not only less effective at diverting water but also

more likely to become damaged from the weight of the ice. This can lead to sagging gutters,

leaks, and other issues that compromise the structural integrity of a home. Regular gutter

maintenance, particularly before the arrival of winter, is essential to prevent these problems and

protect the property.

https://www.property-refresh.com/ice-dam-removal
https://www.property-refresh.com/ice-dam-removal


** How Gutter Cleaning Prevents

Winter Damage

A professional gutter cleaning service

removes the buildup of leaves, twigs,

and other debris that can block water

flow. By ensuring that water can drain

efficiently, gutter cleaning reduces the

risk of water pooling on the roof or

around the foundation, preventing

both ice dams and basement

flooding.

In addition to the immediate benefits of preventing ice dams, regular gutter cleaning also helps

to extend the life of the gutters and the overall health of the home’s drainage system. Well-

maintained gutters are less likely to suffer from rust, leaks, and other damage that can occur

when debris is left unchecked for long periods of time.

With Chicago's unpredictable weather patterns, it’s crucial to clean gutters early in the fall,

allowing enough time for follow-up inspections or maintenance if needed. Property Refresh

advises scheduling gutter cleaning services before the first snowfall to avoid potential

complications.

** The Role of Professional Gutter Cleaning

While some homeowners may attempt to clean their gutters themselves, George emphasizes the

importance of hiring professionals for this task. "Professional gutter cleaning ensures that the

job is done thoroughly and safely. Climbing ladders and working on a roof can be dangerous,

especially when dealing with cold or icy conditions. By hiring experienced professionals,

homeowners can rest assured that their gutters are cleaned properly, reducing the risk of ice

dams and other winter-related issues."

In addition to removing debris from the gutters, Property Refresh's gutter cleaning services

include inspecting the downspouts and ensuring that the entire drainage system is functioning

properly. This comprehensive approach helps to catch potential issues early and provides

homeowners with peace of mind going into the winter months.

** Why Schedule Gutter Cleaning Early?

Scheduling early allows homeowners to avoid the rush of last-minute appointments as the cold

weather approaches. As the demand for gutter cleaning increases in the fall, availability may

become limited, and it can become more challenging to secure an appointment before the first

freeze. By planning ahead, homeowners can ensure their gutters are clean and ready for winter,

https://www.property-refresh.com/chicago


reducing the risk of ice dams and other winter-related damage.

Furthermore, as George points out, "Early preparation is key to preventing bigger problems

down the road. Gutter cleaning may seem like a small task, but it's one that can make a big

difference in protecting your home from water damage and ice dams during the winter

months."

** Conclusion

With winter fast approaching, Property Refresh encourages Chicago and suburban homeowners

to take proactive steps to protect their homes by scheduling gutter cleaning services now. Ice

dams can lead to significant damage if gutters are not properly maintained, but early action can

help prevent these issues. By cleaning gutters before the first freeze, homeowners can ensure

that their drainage systems are working efficiently and reduce the risk of costly repairs and

water damage.

For more information or to schedule gutter cleaning services, visit Property Refresh.
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