
Heel Pressure Injury Case Filed in Virginia:
Second Amputation and Serious Disability

Dr. Greg Vigna

Bilateral lower-limb amputation greatly diminishes

ambulation and independence in Veterans, with nearly

90% losing mobility after surgery

SANTA BARBARA, CA, UNITED STATES, October 24,

2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- “Of the 19 (48%) patients

who were ambulatory prior to bilateral amputation,

only 2 (11%) remained ambulatory after the second

amputation, while 17 (89%) patients lost ambulatory

capabilities,” states Dr. Helene Henson, M.D., Michael

E. DeBakey, VA Medical Center, Houston, TX.

What did Dr. Henson report in “Ambulation and

independence among Veterans with nontraumatic

bilateral lower-limb loss”, published in JRRD. Volume

52, Number 7, 2015?

“Compared with those who were </=65 yr, those

between 66 and 79 yr were 18% less likely to ambulate

precontralateral amputation.

All patients with bilateral TFA (transfemoral amputation) were nonambulatory. Independence

postcontralateral amputation decreased from 88% (35) to 53% (21).

Pressure injuries to the

heels in patients with

vascular disease are the

result of nursing staff failing

to keep the feet properly

bridged and off the bed.”

Greg Vigna, MD, JD

In conclusion, bilateral lower-limb amputation among

dysvascular Veterans is highly associated with a loss of

ambulation.

Read Dr. Henson’s article:

https://www.rehab.research.va.gov/jour/2015/527/pdf/jrrd-

2014-07-0176.pdf

Greg Vigna, MD, JD, national malpractice attorney and

Board Certified Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
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physician comments, “Pressure injuries

to the heels in patients with vascular

disease are the result of nursing staff

failing to keep the feet properly

bridged and off the bed, and

maintaining the head of the bed less

than 30 degrees to prevent shear

injuries to the heal. Almost half of

patients who suffer bilateral

amputation are dependent on others

for mobility and/or self-care.”

Dr. Vigna adds, “We are alleging in this

case that our client became a double

amputee when he suffered a pressure injury to his remaining leg because he was not kept safe

by nursing staff. He was dependent on nurses to keep pressure off of the heel or reliably provide

pressure relief when he was lying in bed. Skilled nursing homes and hospitals that fail to provide

basic nursing staff are at best broken.” 

Dr. Vigna concludes, “Stage III and Stage IV decubitus ulcers are preventable bedsores. They are

‘Never Events’. Adequate staffing levels for nursing staff is mandatory for hospitals and long-

term care facilities, and there must also be ongoing education and training for the staff.” 

Greg Vigna, MD, JD, is a national malpractice attorney and an expert in wound care. He is

available for legal consultation for families and patients who have suffered decubitus ulcers due

to poor nursing care at hospitals, nursing homes, or assisted living facilities. The Vigna Law

Group along with Ben C. Martin, Esq., of the Ben Martin Law Group, a Dallas Texas national

pharmaceutical injury law firm, jointly prosecute hospital and nursing home neglect cases that

result in bedsores nationwide.

To learn more, visit the Decubitus Ulcer Help Desk.

Case: CL23-2154

Circuit Court of Campbell County

Greg Vigna, MD, JD

Vigna Law Group

+1 817-809-9023

email us here

Visit us on social media:

Facebook

X

LinkedIn

https://vignalawgroup.com/
https://vignalawgroup.com/
https://vignalawgroup.com/decubitus-ulcer-help-desk/
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/4904373
https://www.facebook.com/vignalawgroup/
https://twitter.com/LawVigna
https://www.linkedin.com/company/vignalawgroup/


This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/754064106

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2024 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/754064106
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

