
The Maple Staple Bookstore Spotlights Five
Uplifting Tales of Courage, Family, and
Imagination

"Anna's Story: A True Story of a Young Girl's Will to

Survive in the Aftermath of World War II"

Lest One Be Left Behind - Joan Latham

Now featured on the Spotlight Shelf, these

five books present heartfelt journeys

through history, humor, and the power of

human connection.

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, October

23, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

Maple Staple Bookstore proudly

presents five inspiring tales on its

Spotlight Shelf, each weaving together

themes of courage, familial love, and

the magic of imagination. These

diverse narratives range from

individuals' heartfelt challenges in a

post-war context to delightful

adventures filled with humor and

whimsy. Together, each book offers

readers a rich and rewarding literary

journey that presents experiences in

different settings. 

First on the list, Steven G. Kautner, a

first-time author, shares an important

and overlooked part of history in his

powerful debut biography, “Anna's

Story: A True Story of a Young Girl's Will

to Survive in the Aftermath of World

War II". This moving account chronicles

the childhood of Kautner's mother, an

ethnic German born and raised in

Yugoslavia who endured unimaginable

hardship in the years following the

war.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.themaplestaple.com
https://www.themaplestaple.com


I Can’t See Me Either

Alexis and Bailey: Honk! Honk! We're at the Beach

House!

In “Anna's Story: A True Story of a

Young Girl's Will to Survive in the

Aftermath of World War II”, Kautner

reveals the widespread suffering

endured by ethnic Germans in Eastern

Europe, who were subjected to mass

expulsions, starvation, and violence in

retaliation for the atrocities committed

by Nazi Germany. Over 11 million

ethnic Germans perished in the five

years following the war, with more

than 2 million murdered as retribution.

This untold tragedy forms the

backdrop of Anna’s journey, a

testament to the strength of the

human spirit in the face of

overwhelming adversity.

Steven G. Kautner, whose career

spanned decades in the aircraft

services industry, has now turned to

writing to tell his mother’s story and

raise awareness of a forgotten history.

Anna's Story offers readers a powerful

and personal perspective on the events

that claimed millions of lives but have

largely been overlooked in mainstream

historical accounts.

Continuing the theme of resilience,

Joan Latham introduces “Lest One Be

Left Behind”, a heartfelt story of

courage and inclusivity for young

readers. This touching story highlights

the trials that Emily endures due to her mild physical and learning disabilities. Despite these

obstacles, Emily’s determination and unique talents shine through, offering readers a compelling

narrative about the strength of the human spirit. Set in Livermore, California, where Emily lives

with her parents Jim and Pam, the story serves as a poignant reminder of the importance of

acceptance and the value of kindness.

The book, aimed at young readers between the ages of 5 and 9, encourages children to

understand and empathize with those who may be different from them. While the subject

matter is profound, “Lest One Be Left Behind” offers a relatable and accessible entry point for



The Magic Stones

parents and educators to initiate

meaningful conversations about disability

awareness and the harmful effects of

exclusion and bullying.

Shifting gears into the realm of humor

and adventure, Greg Bier, a dynamic new

voice in comedic fiction, brings readers “I

Can’t See Me Either”, a novel that blends

humor, adventure, and the unexpected

twist of invisibility. This lighthearted yet

action-packed story takes readers on an

unforgettable journey as two brothers

find themselves on a deserted island, only

to discover that invisibility comes with its

own set of challenges.

In “I Can’t See Me Either”, Bier introduces

brothers Dean and Rick Walker, whose

dull lives as a policeman and computer

whiz take a bizarre turn during an

accidental island vacation. After Rick eats mysterious berries that make him invisible, the

brothers return to their hometown, where Rick’s newfound ability leads to hilarious mischief. But

when a drug ring threatens their community, Dean realizes Rick’s invisibility may be the key to

bringing the criminals to justice.

Greg Bier’s novel offers readers a witty and fast-paced narrative that seamlessly combines

humor, mystery, and heart. “I Can’t See Me Either” captures the essence of sibling camaraderie,

the thrill of the unknown, and the potential for heroism in the most unlikely of circumstances.

Bier’s ability to balance the ridiculous with the real ensures that readers are in for an engaging,

laugh-out-loud experience from start to finish.

Continuing with themes of familial love, Niel R. Svendsen, first-time children's author, brings

readers a delightful and heartwarming tale in his book, “Alexis and Bailey: Honk! Honk! We're at

the Beach House!”. This charming story follows two young sisters, Alexis and Bailey, as they

eagerly embark on a weekend trip to their beloved beach house.

In “Alexis and Bailey: Honk! Honk! We're at the Beach House!”, Svendsen captures the excitement

and love shared between the two sisters, who, despite their young age, show kindness, hard

work, and respect for others. As they prepare for their beach house adventure, readers follow

the girls through their daily routines and experiences, offering valuable lessons about family,

friendship, and the importance of good manners.



Niel R. Svendsen, drawing from his own family experiences, has created a relatable and inspiring

story for young readers. Alexis and Bailey is a celebration of sibling bonds and the joy of family

traditions, making it an ideal read for parents and children alike.

Rounding out this collection, Randi McKinnon, inspired by the rich folklore of her Norwegian

upbringing, shares a captivating tale of adventure and discovery in her children’s book, “The

Magic Stones”. This delightful story takes readers on an enchanting journey alongside two young

protagonists, Molly and Pete, as they embark on a quest to uncover a mysterious cave their

fathers once spoke of but could never find.

In “The Magic Stones”, McKinnon creates a world where imagination and reality blend

seamlessly. Molly and Pete’s adventure leads them to a hidden cave, revealing a magical pond

surrounded by glittering flowers, each home to tiny sleeping fairies. The story unfolds with a

sense of wonder, as the children navigate this mystical realm, encountering surprises at every

turn. McKinnon’s storytelling taps into the magic of childhood, drawing readers into a world

where the line between fantasy and reality fades.

Randi McKinnon, who immigrated to Oregon from Norway in 1959, brings her personal

experiences and the folklore she grew up with to life in her writing. After a long career in the

Food and Hospitality industry, McKinnon pursued a new passion for storytelling by completing a

course in writing children’s literature. Her book, “The Magic Stones” offers young readers a

timeless message about adventure, friendship, and the power of imagination, all wrapped in the

charm and wonder of McKinnon’s storytelling.

The Maple Staple Spotlight Shelf proudly presents five extraordinary books that offer unique

perspectives on courage and connection. Readers can explore these titles at the Maple Staple

Digital Bookstore at https://themaplestaple.com/digital-bookstore/  and discover the Digital

Spotlight Shelf at https://themaplestaple.com/spotlight/. Each of these inspiring stories invites

readers on a captivating journey through the complexities of the human experience.
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