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Ramboll launches first-of-its-kind global
biodiversity metric at COP16 to help restore
nature

Open-source metric is a first step towards establishing a common international standard for assessing
our planet’s biodiversity

CALI, COLOMBIA, October 28, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Ramboll, a global engineering,
architecture and consulting firm, launches a first-of-its-kind global metric for measuring the
biodiversity value of habitats on sites around the world at the UN COP16 biodiversity summit in
Cali, Colombia. The metric supports advancing the UN sustainable development goals and the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

The free, open-source metric is a first step towards establishing a common international
standard for assessing our planet’s biodiversity using key indicators of ecosystem health. It
comes amidst a global biodiversity crisis with over one million plants and animals under threat
of extinction and according to the IPBES, the great majority of indicators of ecosystems and
biodiversity are showing rapid decline.

“Common global standards for biodiversity assessment are a critical step in the right direction as
the global community works to deliver on the targets established in the Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework,” says Vikki Patton, Ramboll's Nature Positive Services UK Lead.
“By offering a transparent and repeatable methodology to support decision-making in line with
the mitigation hierarchy, the metric has broad application across business, finance and
government to support positive outcomes for land use change.”

Changes in land use and land management are key drivers of biodiversity loss. The metric can be
used by organisations, businesses, governments, and other land-managing entities to inform
their decision-making processes for ecosystem restoration, conservation projects, land-use
planning, landscape design, and development.

Importantly, the metric includes natural and developed habitats, including ‘every day’ habitats
without conservation protection. It can help assess biodiversity value for defining action plans
and alignment with the global reporting frameworks, including the Corporate Sustainability
Reporting Directive (CSRD) and the recommendations from the Taskforce on Nature-related
Financial Disclosures (TNFD).


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.ramboll.com/measuring-biodiversity

Dan Rockefeller, Ramboll's lead scientist developing the metric says, “with the complexity and
variety of biodiversity and habitats around the world, and the burgeoning need for companies to
understand and reduce their impacts, the global community needs common languages to assess
and manage biodiversity. By leveraging frameworks like the International Union for Conservation
of Nature Global Ecosystem Typology and NatureServe's Ecological Integrity Assessment
protocol, we aim to establish a unified approach for evaluating and managing biodiversity that
incorporates a global habitat classification system, relevant indicators to characterise habitat
condition, and robust assessments to establish conservation priority.”

The Global Biodiversity Metric draws from learnings of other metrics including Natural England,
Ramboll's Americas Biodiversity Metric, and the Singapore Biodiversity Accounting Metric, all of
which have developed over time. Peer review of the Global Biodiversity Metric will start in Q4
2024.

For media inquiries, please reach out to siph@ramboll.dk

About Ramboll

Ramboll is a global architecture, engineering, and consultancy company founded in Denmark in
1945. Ramboll's more than 18,000 employees create sustainable solutions across Buildings,
Transport, Architecture & Landscape, Water, Environment & Health, and Energy and
Management Consulting. Across the world, Ramboll combines local experience with a global
knowledge base to create sustainable cities and societies. We combine insights with the power to
drive positive change to our clients, in the form of ideas that can be realized and implemented.
We call it: Bright ideas. Sustainable change.
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