ﬁPREsswiRE

World Patients Alliance Concludes 2nd World
Patients Conference, Exploring “The Role of
Patients in the Changing World"

World Patients Alliance concludes its 2nd

World Patients Conference in Cape Town, g
.. world | 20 WORLD
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of Patients in the Changing World.

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,
November 1, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/
-- The World Patients Alliance (WPA) is
pleased to announce the successful
conclusion of its 2nd World Patients
Conference, held in Cape Town from 2 5 i
October 19-20, 2024. With the theme Conference Sponsors

“The Role of Patients in the Changing e e s
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World,” the conference gathered over Johnson&Johnson  SERONO @Pﬁze"

1,000 participants, including patients, 2nd World Patients Group Photo
advocates, healthcare professionals,

policymakers, and international

organizations from across the globe.

As healthcare faces unprecedented challenges, the role of patients as advocates, decision-
makers, and collaborators is more crucial than ever. The event provided a global platform to
discuss the evolving role of patients in healthcare systems, which are being reshaped by
technological advancements, medical innovations, and shifting health priorities.

Key Conference Highlights

The Conference featured a robust agenda addressing key issues for the global patient
community. Notable topics included Access to Healthcare, Patient Engagement in Regulatory
Issues, Capacity Building for Next-Generation Patient Advocacy Leaders, Self-Care, Artificial
Intelligence in Healthcare, Social Media for Patient Organizations, and Patient Safety. A standout
highlight was the unveiling of Patient Stories Books, specifically designed for children to raise
awareness and educate them on patient safety from an early age.

In addition, WPA hosted its Second African Regional Meeting, where patient leaders from across
Africa discussed regional challenges and opportunities in healthcare.
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Key global stakeholders such as the World Health
“ Organization (WHO), World Medical Association (WMA),
International Council of Nurses (ICN), and the International
Hospital Federation (IHF) participated, reinforcing the
importance of patient-centered approaches in global
healthcare systems.

Patients are at the core of
the healthcare system, and
their voices must be heard.
The 2nd World Patients
Conference provided a vital
platform for positive
changes in global
healthcare.”

Andrew Spiegel, WPA Chair

Thought-Provoking Sessions and Initiatives

* Keynote Addresses: International healthcare leaders and
patient advocates delivered powerful keynote speeches
that explored the evolving role of patients in healthcare
decision-making, particularly in light of rapid technological

and medical advancements.

* Collaborative Workshops: Attendees, including patients and healthcare leaders, engaged in
workshops aimed at addressing critical issues such as equitable access to healthcare, the role of
digital technologies, and the importance of advocacy in shaping future health policies.

+ Groundbreaking Initiatives: The conference served as the launchpad for new global initiatives,
including the “Heart of Healthcare: Celebrating Our Nurses” campaign. This initiative highlights
the challenges nurses face and underscores the vital partnership between patients and
healthcare providers in improving global health outcomes.

Leadership Reflections

Reflecting on the success of the conference, Andrew Spiegel, Chair of WPA, remarked: “Patients
are at the core of the healthcare system, and their voices must be heard. The 2nd World Patients
Conference provided an invaluable platform for patients to share their experiences and
collectively work toward positive changes in healthcare. The global participation and support
reaffirm our belief that patient-centered advocacy is essential for better healthcare outcomes.”

Hussain Jafri, CEO of WPA, added: “The overwhelming response to this event showcases the
global commitment to patient advocacy. Our goal was to equip participants with the knowledge,
tools, and inspiration to become more effective advocates for patient-centered care. This
conference demonstrated the shared dedication of the global community in improving
healthcare for all.”

The Role of Patients in the Future of Healthcare

The 2nd World Patients Conference highlighted the growing role patients play in shaping the
future of healthcare. From technological advancements to policy reform, patients are no longer
passive recipients of care but are becoming active participants, advocates, and collaborators in
the development of healthcare solutions. This year’s conference exemplified the power of
collective patient voices in driving change and improving health outcomes worldwide.



Looking Ahead

The World Patients Alliance extends its deepest gratitude to all participants, sponsors, and
supporters who contributed to the success of the 2nd World Patients Conference. Special thanks
to our sponsors including Gold sponsor Johnson & Johnson, Silver sponsors Pfizer & EMD
Serono, Bronze sponsors PhRMA, Intuitive, Astellas & IFPMA whose generous support made the
event possible, and to the patient leaders and advocates shaping a more inclusive and patient-
centered healthcare future.

About World Patients Alliance

The World Patients Alliance is the largest umbrella organization representing patient
organizations globally. It advocates for the interests of millions of patients worldwide and is
committed to fostering collaboration, advocacy, and tangible improvements in healthcare.
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