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Evaluating Millwork vs. Casework: Key
Advantages for Healthcare Environments

This report outlines the key advantages
and disadvantages of millwork and
casework, helping decision-makers
choose the best furniture solution for
their needs.

AUSTIN, TX, UNITED STATES, October
29, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Solutions to Meet the Changing Needs
of Today’s Healthcare and Laboratory
Furniture Installations

Specifying the right kind of furniture
for healthcare and laboratory
installations is more complicated than
ever, thanks to today’s challenging

healthcare and laboratory
environments.

Lab managers, architects and
designers, space planners, and
furniture professionals are facing a
challenging and diverse set of
requirements - here are just a few of
which that may be on your project
requirement list:

Do you have a unique requirement or special need?
Formaspace builds each piece of furniture to order at
our factory headquarters in Austin, Texas, allowing
you to customize your furniture order to meet your
exact needs.

Doing more with less, e.g. getting more functionality out of each square foot.

1. Accommodating unconventional sites, e.g. converting retail, office, or warehouse facilities into

healthcare and laboratory settings.

2. Finding ways to future-proof healthcare and laboratory installations, e.g. making it possible to
change facility layouts as requirements evolve.
3. Designing modern shared open laboratory and healthcare spaces that allow expensive
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equipment resources and space
allocation across a larger number of
teams than before.

4. Creating more inviting laboratory
spaces (useful for talent acquisition)
that seamlessly integrate with
adjoining office areas - a change from
the legacy approach of segregating lab
spaces away in less accessible areas,
such as basements.

5. Finding ways to reduce costs,
shorten lead times, and speed up
onsite installation times.

What are the Most Appropriate
Applications for Traditional Millwork,
Fixed Casework, Modular Casework,
and Modular Workbenches in Different
Healthcare and Laboratory Installation
Scenarios?

Traditional millwork is typically designed by the
architect, and then each component piece is custom
manufactured at a wood millwork factory. Upon
delivery, the individual wood pieces are assembled
on-site.

When specifying furniture for laboratory and healthcare facilities, today’s clients have a wide
range of furniture choices to choose from, including traditional millwork, fixed casework,
modular casework, and modular workbenches.

“ This abundance of choices can be confusing for end-user
clients who may not be familiar with what makes the most

While many traditional ' _ ) _
sense in meeting their unique needs.

millwork laboratory designs
feature the classic look of
clear wood finishes,
maintaining these wood
surfaces over time may
require expensive periodic
refinishing.”

Let's look at each of these four different types of
healthcare and laboratory furniture categories and identify
the most appropriate applications for each one.

- Appropriate Applications for Traditional Millwork

Formaspace . ' ' '
Traditional millwork can be a preferred choice, especially

when matching existing legacy installations - such as restoring historically significant interiors or
creating sensitive additions that mimic the look and feel of traditional laboratory installations -
or choosing to create a statement architectural design element.

Because each millwork installation is individually designed, this choice requires more
coordination and development time to create the necessary detailed architectural drawings



needed to define each component
before they can be commissioned for
milling at the factory and sent to the
installation site for final construction.

As a result, traditional millwork may be
the most appropriate when its
inherently higher cost and longer lead
and installation times are not a
primary concern.

In other words, the individual “piece

construction” method of building

traditional millwork can put significant :

pressure on project budgets, lead Traditional casework is typically built from individual

times, and installation schedules. cabinet components that are manufactured in the
factory to high-quality standards.

Careful thought must also be given to

maintenance issues in all wood

construction. While many traditional millwork laboratory designs feature the classic look of clear
wood finishes, maintaining these wood surfaces over time in “as new” condition may require
expensive periodic refinishing.

Accidental damage, such as nicks or spills (whether due to ordinary beverages - or worse,
chemical agents), is a valid concern with many traditional wood millwork installations.

Many of these millwork installations rely on either wood or laminate work surfaces, which are
less resistant to the type of chemical spills that are common in healthcare settings. (Traditional
casework, modular casework, and modular furniture are typically specified with chemical-
resistant work surfaces, such as epoxy, phenolic resin, or stainless steel.)

If an accidental spill is not successfully treated right away, it may leave permanent marks on the
wood or laminate millwork surfaces that can be expensive to repair and may require sourcing
new matching pieces.

Also, traditional wood millwork furniture may be subject to warpage or cracking in laboratory
and healthcare environments unless the humidity is tightly controlled, which may become an
issue during evenings or weekends when HVAC systems automatically engage energy-saving

modes.

- Appropriate Applications for Traditional Casework

Traditional casework is a popular choice for clients who desire a traditional look and feel but are



looking for a consistent, predictable, high-quality product available at a significantly lower cost
than millwork.

Today'’s casework installations typically use factory-built cabinetry components that are
assembled on-site. This approach provides a high level of quality and consistency while still
providing a traditional look.

Casework can be specified in a variety of materials to meet your needs.

For example, metal cabinetry casework (such as stainless steel or powder-coated steel) with
glass cabinet glazing is an ideal choice in sanitary healthcare, laboratory, and cleanroom
environments where it can provide years of service with minimal wear, even when exposed to
heavy use or harsh chemicals.

Metal casework also coordinates well visually with specialized functional cabinetry (such as
chemical storage cabinets) or metal fume hoods for an integrated look and feel.

Traditional metal casework installed along interior walls also coordinates well with modern steel
modular workbenches positioned in the interior of the room, creating a cohesive visual
environment.

Disadvantages of Fixed Casework

Fixed casework is less flexible in meeting future needs. Once installed, it's difficult and costly to
reconfigure, which can be an issue in healthcare settings where technology and usage needs
change over time.

Also, if a section becomes damaged, it's harder to repair, and matching replacements may not be
available. It's also more expensive upfront than modular furniture due to the increased time
required for design, build, and installation.

- Appropriate Applications for Modern Modular Casework (RGX)

Modern modular casework is the newest choice in healthcare and laboratory installations -
pioneered by Formaspace and its industry-leading RGX line of casework modules.

As the name implies, modular casework is built from individual components at the factory and
then shipped directly to the client in flat packs. This approach significantly reduces lead and
shipping times as well as costs.

Once on site, the components can be assembled into large linear casework elements that can be
leveled and mounted directly to the wall.



This approach provides the “look and feel” of traditional casework at a significantly reduced cost
and is proving to be a very popular new option.

Clients also appreciate the fact that the modular casework components can be disassembled
and moved (if necessary) or swapped out for different components (such as a casework cabinet
with a built-in wet sink) if necessary.

Read more...
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