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--  For homeowners with limited

outdoor space, creating a functional

and inviting pool area requires

thoughtful design and creative

solutions. Kingfish Pools Inc., located in

Metairie, Louisiana, specializes in

small-pool designs that maximize

backyard spaces, allowing

homeowners to enjoy the benefits of a

pool without overwhelming their yard.

William Gunzburg, owner of Kingfish

Pools Inc., shares insights on effective

pool designs for compact yards,

offering ideas for creating elegant and

space-efficient pool layouts.

“Designing a pool for a small backyard

requires careful planning to make

every square foot count,” Gunzburg

explains. “Compact pools, from plunge

pools to narrow corridor designs, provide relaxing retreats without compromising too much

outdoor area.”

Small Pool Options for Compact Spaces

Designing a pool for a small

backyard requires careful

planning to make every

square foot count”

William Gunzburg

Kingfish Pools Inc. offers a variety of compact pool designs,

each tailored to fit smaller outdoor spaces while enhancing

backyard functionality and aesthetics.

Plunge Pools: Compact and Relaxing

Plunge pools are ideal for homeowners seeking a

refreshing spot without the need for a full-sized swimming

pool. Smaller in length and width than traditional pools,
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plunge pools prioritize depth, allowing users to soak and cool off while taking up minimal space.

These pools can be enhanced with built-in seating, spa jets, or even a small waterfall feature,

adding a touch of luxury.

Plunge pools are energy-efficient, requiring less water and fewer chemicals than larger pools,

making them a cost-effective choice for small yards. Customizable finishes, such as stone or tile,

enable homeowners to seamlessly integrate plunge pools into garden landscapes or patios.

Lap Pools: Slim Designs for Fitness and Relaxation

Lap pools, which are long and narrow, serve as practical solutions for homeowners interested in

fitness and relaxation within a confined space. Their slender design makes them suitable for

narrow yards, along property lines, or next to garden beds. Lap pools are generally uniform in

depth, which conserves space and facilitates lap swimming.

Placed along a fence or property line, lap pools leave additional room for landscaping or seating,

creating a balanced backyard layout. Lap pools are also compatible with modern designs, adding

a streamlined and structured element to contemporary home exteriors. Gunzburg notes that

“lap pools offer both utility and style, creating a focal point that enhances the visual appeal of

any backyard.”

Cocktail Pools: Space-Saving and Social

Cocktail pools are small, shallow pools designed for socializing rather than active swimming,

making them an excellent option for limited spaces. Typically used for lounging and cooling off,

cocktail pools often include seating along the edges, transforming them into a relaxed social

area.

This pool style can easily blend with hardscaping elements like patios and decks, making it

adaptable to a variety of backyard layouts. Customizations like LED lighting, built-in benches, and

small water features add aesthetic appeal, while adjacent outdoor features—such as fire pits or

bars—can maximize the entertainment potential of the yard.

Narrow Pools: Optimizing Tight Spaces

Narrow pools, sometimes called “skinny pools” or “corridor pools,” are specifically designed for

long, narrow yards. By utilizing the available length of the property, narrow pools allow for an

extended swimming area without requiring significant width. They can be styled to mimic natural

bodies of water, such as streams or reflecting pools, adding both function and elegance.

This pool type integrates well with other backyard elements like decks or garden beds, creating

an inviting space without taking up excessive yard area. A narrow pool, even at widths of 6 to 8

feet, offers ample room for cooling off, floating, or simply relaxing. Features like negative edges

or deck jets add visual interest, making narrow pools stylish and practical additions to any

landscape.



Spool Pools: Combining Spa and Pool Features

Spool pools, a hybrid between spa and pool, provide versatility for homeowners with compact

outdoor areas. Larger than a spa but smaller than a traditional pool, spools offer both the

relaxation of a heated spa and the refreshment of a pool. Adjustable temperature controls allow

users to enjoy a heated spa in cooler months or a refreshing pool in warmer seasons.

The spool’s multifunctional design makes it an attractive year-round option. Features like built-in

jets and compact dimensions create a private retreat while accommodating the needs of small

spaces. This pool style is particularly suitable for those looking to enhance their outdoor space

with a touch of luxury and functionality.

Integrating Landscaping and Hardscaping for a Cohesive Look

Regardless of the pool style selected, landscaping and hardscaping elements help integrate the

pool into the backyard. Thoughtfully placed plantings around the pool, such as low shrubs or

ground covers, can soften pool edges and blend with the garden. Vertical landscaping, such as

trellises or wall-mounted planters, adds greenery without taking up additional yard space.

Hardscaping choices, like stone paths, pavers, or poolside decking, provide practical areas for

seating, outdoor dining, or fire features. By incorporating lighting into these elements,

homeowners can create a versatile space that’s equally inviting during evening gatherings.

Benefits of Small Pool Options

Compact pool designs, such as plunge, cocktail, and spool pools, offer a range of benefits for

homeowners with limited space. These pools require less water and surface area, translating to

reduced maintenance, fewer chemicals, and lower energy costs. The smaller size of these pools

also allows for additional elements, such as adjacent patios or spas, to be incorporated into the

backyard, maximizing functionality.

For those with limited outdoor space, a well-designed pool offers an inviting escape that adds

both value and visual appeal to the property. Compact pools provide many of the same benefits

as larger pools while requiring less space, maintenance, and expense, making them ideal

solutions for smaller yards.
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