
Breaking Down the Cost of Data Extraction:
Insights from Proxyway’s Scraper API Research

Proxyway’s scraper API research reveals the true costs of web scraping tools and offers a detailed look

at price, features, and accessibility across the market.

NEW YORK, NY, UNITED STATES, November 5, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- With approximately

90% of the world's data generated in the last two years, the surge of automated extraction tools

for quickly gathering up-to-date information has skyrocketed in various sectors. However,

leveraging web scraping technology often comes with hidden costs. Proxyway, an independent

researcher of the proxy industry, analyzed popular web scraping tools in the new scraping API

research to uncover the true cost of data collection.

The sheer amount of data online poses a challenge for fast and reliable information collection.

Often, manual data gathering is time-consuming, and the information can also be outdated by

the time it’s finished. To address that, the Scraper API research highlights one of the key

challenges in web scraping – is it attainable to everyone interested in automated data collection,

whether a corporate giant or an individual researcher?

Proxyway chose 10 target websites based on their popularity, as well as their bot protection

technology. The scraping tools were tested against various anti-bot systems like DataDome,

Akamai, and Cloudflare to assess their performance, but the study also reviews features, and

pricing strategies for a thorough comparison.

The Cost Barrier of Scraping Technology

Many believe that web scraping is primarily used by corporate giants, such as e-commerce giants

or Silicon Valley companies. While this is true to some extent, the customer base for the scraping

industry is much more diverse. 

Startups and small businesses leverage web scraping to analyze competitors and monitor

customer behavior. Individuals can benefit by using it to extract data from online review sites

and job listings to make informed decisions. Researchers, on the other hand, might use web

scraping to gather data for their analyses.

Despite the user diversity, popular scraping APIs are focused on enterprise-level customers, and

that reflects in the pricing strategy. While starting prices can be as low as $1.80 with some
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providers, many tools have price modifiers that affect the final cost – it can surge by as much as

130 times for scraping websites like LinkedIn. 

This raises questions about accessibility for smaller customers, as costs can escalate dramatically

with the inclusion of advanced features such as JavaScript rendering, data parsing, or endpoints

for specific websites. Although more affordable pricing exists – such as pay-as-you-go plans

offered by several providers for smaller-scale projects – these alternatives may still be

challenging for individuals and small businesses seeking to engage in automated data

collection.

The Return on Investment in Web Scraping

The value gained from web scraping can be significant. For instance, access to real-time pricing

data and customer sentiment can enrich marketing and product development strategies,

ultimately leading to increased revenue. In academia, web scraping offers improved efficiency –

up-to-date data can be gathered in a matter of minutes, allowing researchers more time for

analysis and interpretation of their findings.

While often not a cheap investment, web scraping APIs provide rapid access to various data

sources. Out of 11 tested, five participants achieved impressive average success rates (over 99%)

and successfully unblocked all selected targets – whether popular e-commerce stores or social

media sites with strong bot protection measures. This allows both companies and individuals to

access even the most protected websites, while automation reduces the need for manual labor.

Consequently, it frees up resources for other tasks, like strategic planning or further data

analysis. 

That said, scraping APIs should be viewed as a long-term strategic investment rather than merely

a nice-to-have tool, as they hold the potential to improve business operations as well as reshape

data collection in academic settings. Investing in these technologies can lead to better decision-

making, more robust research outcomes, and a competitive edge in the market.

The full web scraper research is available on Proxyway’s website. Access it by visiting:

https://proxyway.com/research/comparing-popular-web-scraping-proxy-apis
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