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-- The Quarter Smith, a prominent

buyer of gold, diamonds, watches, and

precious metals in the historic French

Quarter, provides insights into the

significance of understanding purity

levels in gold and silver jewelry. As

global markets continue to influence

the value of precious metals,

knowledge of purity standards remains

essential for informed decision-making

among buyers and sellers.

Purity’s Role in Precious Metals

Gold and silver have maintained their status as valued commodities for centuries. Beyond their

beauty, the purity of these metals directly impacts their worth, durability, and practical

applications in jewelry. Knowledge of purity standards assists individuals in making well-

An informed approach

empowers individuals to

make decisions that align

with their needs and goals”

Ken Bowers

informed decisions when purchasing, selling, or appraising

items made from these precious materials.

Understanding Gold Purity Levels

Gold purity, measured in karats, indicates the proportion

of pure gold in an alloy on a 24-part scale. Each karat level

reflects specific qualities:

24 Karat Gold (99.9% Pure): Characterized by its vibrant yellow color, this form is the softest and

least durable, typically reserved for decorative rather than functional pieces.

22 Karat Gold (91.6% Pure): A small amount of alloy adds strength, making it popular in fine

jewelry markets, particularly in Asia.
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18 Karat Gold (75% Pure): Known for a

balanced blend of durability and purity,

this is commonly found in high-end

jewelry.

14 Karat Gold (58.5% Pure): Frequently

used in the United States, this alloy has

enhanced durability and a subtle gold

color.

10 Karat Gold (41.7% Pure): The

minimum standard for gold in the U.S., it offers superior durability due to a higher alloy content,

though with a lighter color.

Silver Purity Levels and Standards

Silver purity is generally expressed in terms of fineness, which represents the percentage of pure

silver in the alloy:

Fine Silver (.999 or 99.9% Pure): Composed almost entirely of pure silver, it is soft and prone to

scratching, making it unsuitable for most jewelry applications.

Sterling Silver (.925 or 92.5% Pure): The preferred standard for high-quality silver jewelry, with

added alloys for durability while retaining its signature appearance.

Coin Silver (.900 or 90% Pure): Historically used in U.S. coins, this level is less common in modern

jewelry but may appear in vintage pieces.

Insights from The Quarter Smith

Ken Bowers, owner of The Quarter Smith, underscores the importance of understanding metal

purity in jewelry transactions. “Purity directly affects not only the value but also the durability

and overall appearance of a piece,” Bowers stated. “An informed approach empowers individuals

to make decisions that align with their needs and goals.”

Factors Affecting Value Beyond Purity

Several factors contribute to the value of gold and silver items beyond purity, such as:

Market Demand: Economic conditions influence precious metal prices.

Craftsmanship: Intricate or skilled designs can significantly enhance a piece’s value.

Historical Significance: Antique items or those with historical relevance may carry additional

worth.

Condition: Well-preserved items tend to hold higher value than damaged or heavily worn

pieces.

Methods of Testing and Identifying Purity
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Assessing metal purity requires accurate testing methods, including:

Hallmark Inspection: Identifying stamps like “18K” for gold or “925” for sterling silver.

Acid Testing: Using acids to determine metal reactions and purity levels.

Electronic Testing: Assessing conductivity to gauge purity.

X-Ray Fluorescence (XRF): A non-destructive method providing precise composition analysis.

Benefits of Professional Buyers in Evaluating Purity

Professional buyers, such as The Quarter Smith, assist individuals by evaluating and assessing

precious metals accurately, using tools and expertise to provide fair, transparent transactions.

Bowers explains, “A professional evaluation is key to achieving an accurate valuation.

Experienced buyers have both the tools and knowledge to assess items effectively, giving clients

confidence in the transaction process.”

Consumer Tips for Dealing in Precious Metals

Familiarize with Purity Marks: Common markings reveal the purity of gold and silver items.

Seek Professional Appraisals: Professional evaluations are advised, particularly for high-value

items.

Monitor Market Trends: Awareness of current prices can support timely decisions.

Consider Practicality: Balancing purity with durability is essential when purchasing jewelry.

About The Quarter Smith

Established in 1978, The Quarter Smith has built a reputable presence in the South as a trusted

jeweler and buyer of gold, silver, platinum, and palladium. Situated in New Orleans’ French

Quarter, the company offers services for a variety of items, including gold rings, luxury watch

collections, and estates of fine jewelry. The Quarter Smith also specializes in buying old coins,

sterling silver flatware, and tea sets.

Professionalism and Safety in Transactions

For individuals seeking to sell valuable items, The Quarter Smith is bonded and insured, ensuring

a secure transaction process. “Building lasting relationships through professionalism and trust

has always been a priority,” Bowers said. “Clients deserve a straightforward, respectful approach

that acknowledges both their time and their valuable items.”
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