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Understanding Property Liability for Fallen
Signage in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,

November 8, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/

-- Property liability concerning fallen
signage is a significant legal issue in
Louisiana, affecting both property
owners and the general public.

Morrow Law Firm, located in
Opelousas and led by attorneys
William P. Morrow, John Michael
Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,
provides insight into the complexities
surrounding property liability when
signage collapses, causing injury or
damage.

The Legal Framework of Property
Liability

In Louisiana, property owners have a
legal obligation to maintain their
premises in a reasonably safe

condition. This duty extends to ensuring that signage, whether commercial or private, is securely
installed and properly maintained. Failure to uphold this responsibility can result in liability if a

sign falls and causes harm.

Understanding the nuances
of property liability is crucial
when dealing with incidents
involving fallen signage”
William P. Morrow

"Understanding the nuances of property liability is crucial
when dealing with incidents involving fallen signage," said
William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow Law Firm focusing
on workplace injury. "Property owners must be aware of
their obligations under Louisiana law to prevent accidents
and protect the well-being of others."

Factors Contributing to Fallen Signage
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Several factors can lead to signage collapsing, including:

Improper Installation: Signs not securely fastened or installed using substandard materials may
be prone to falling.

Lack of Maintenance: Neglecting regular inspections and repairs can result in structural
weaknesses.

Weather Conditions: Extreme weather, such as hurricanes or strong winds common in Louisiana,
can dislodge improperly secured signs.

Design Flaws: Poor engineering or design can compromise the integrity of signage structures.
Identifying the cause is essential in determining liability and pursuing legal action.

Legal Responsibilities of Property Owners

Property owners are expected to:

Conduct Regular Inspections: Routine checks help identify potential hazards before they result in
accidents.

Perform Necessary Maintenance: Timely repairs and replacements of worn or damaged
components are essential.

Comply with Building Codes and Regulations: Adhering to local ordinances ensures that signage
meets safety standards.

Hire Qualified Professionals: Utilizing reputable contractors for installation and maintenance
reduces the risk of negligence.

Failure to meet these responsibilities can be considered negligence, opening the door to legal
claims if an accident occurs.

Liability of Third Parties

In some cases, third parties such as contractors, subcontractors, or manufacturers may share
liability:

Contractors/Subcontractors: If improper installation by a contractor leads to a sign falling, they
may be held accountable.



Manufacturers: Defective materials or components supplied by manufacturers can result in
product liability claims.

Maintenance Companies: Entities responsible for ongoing maintenance may be liable if
negligence is proven.
Determining the involvement of third parties requires thorough investigation and legal analysis.

Legal Recourse for Victims
Individuals injured by fallen signage have the right to seek compensation for:

Medical Expenses: Covering costs of treatment, rehabilitation, and ongoing care.
Lost Wages: Reimbursement for income lost due to inability to work.

Pain and Suffering: Compensation for physical pain and emotional distress.
Property Damage: Repair or replacement of damaged personal property.
Pursuing a legal claim involves:

Documenting the Incident: Gathering evidence such as photographs, witness statements, and
medical records.

Establishing Negligence: Proving that the property owner or another party failed to uphold their
legal duty.

Demonstrating Causation: Linking the negligence directly to the injury or damage sustained.
Calculating Damages: Assessing the financial impact of the incident.

Challenges in Property Liability Cases

Several challenges may arise:
Proving Negligence: Establishing that the property owner knew or should have known about the
hazard.

Shared Liability: Determining the proportion of fault among multiple parties.

Statute of Limitations: Louisiana law imposes a one-year limit for personal injury claims,
requiring timely action.

Comparative Fault: Louisiana follows a pure comparative fault system, which may reduce
compensation if the victim is found partially responsible.

Navigating these challenges requires careful legal strategy and understanding of state laws.
Preventative Measures for Property Owners

To mitigate risks, property owners should:



Regularly Inspect Signage: Implement scheduled inspections by qualified professionals.
Maintain Records: Keep detailed documentation of inspections, maintenance, and repairs.
Adhere to Regulations: Stay informed about changes in building codes and compliance
requirements.

Invest in Quality Materials and Workmanship: Utilize reliable contractors and high-quality
materials.

These proactive steps not only reduce liability but also contribute to public safety.

About Morrow Law Firm

Morrow Law Firm is a legal practice based in Opelousas, Louisiana, led by attorneys William P.
Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow. The firm focuses on various areas of
law, including workplace injury and personal injury cases. Committed to providing personalized
legal assistance, the attorneys at Morrow Law Firm work diligently to help clients navigate the
complexities of the legal system.
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