ﬁPREsswiRE

AEROMASTERS: Celebrating a Century of the
American Fighter Pilot

Nominated for a 2025 Pulitzer Prize

BOZEMAN, MT, UNITED STATES,
November 12, 2024 /
EINPresswire.com/ -- Frontier Insights
LLC today announced that the recently
completed book AEROMASTERS:
Celebrating a Century of the American
Fighter Pilot, Vol. | has been nominated
for a 2025 Pulitzer Prize. Co-authors
Dino Garner and Liz Fetter expressed,
“We are honored to have our work
recognized in this way. The honor truly
goes to the heroes we have profiled in
the book and their courageous service
to our country.”

AEROMASTERS is a tribute to the brave
men and women who have served over
the last century. The museum-quality
book features some of the most iconic
and influential fighter pilots, aviation luminaries and US Air Force pararescue jumpers from WWI
to modern-day conflicts. It also includes original artwork and commemorative poetry, making it a
must-have for aviation enthusiasts and history buffs alike. The 250-page volume represents over
two years of original research, interviews with living
“ military aviators and families of those passed, and original
artwork development.

EROMASTERS book cover

An unparalleled literary and

visual masterpiece of ' ' '
American history.” With a Foreword by US Air Force Lieutenant General Dave

General john Jumper, 17th Deptula, the world’s foremost authority on air superiority
Chief of Staff, USAirIForce in war, drafts of the book have been reviewed by current
' and former senior military personnel and fighter pilots,

and other professional reviewers, who call the book “An unparalleled literary and visual
masterpiece of American history.”
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The book is available now for pre-order
at 20% off retail price, directly from
FrontierinsightsLLC.com. Deliveries
begin in mid-December 2024.

For more information, please visit
www.FrontierinsightsLLC.com
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the evolution of ‘the American
fighter pilot, from his humble beginnings
to the present day. However, those modest
beginnings did not occut in_the United
States, but instead, in the skies over France
mote than 100 years ago. Here, a small
group of American volunteers were the ones
destined:tolead the way. They were the men
of the Lafayette Escadrille, the first of the
breed.

An Elite French Squadron of

All-American Volunteers
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“...these young pilots ... had deemed

coming to the aid of America’s oldest ally |-

a matter of duty and honor.”

On April 20, 1916, seven American pilots
converged on a sprawling grass flying field in
Eastern France, near the ancient resort city
of Luxeuil-les-Bains. They had arrived from
various locations and diverse backgrounds,
but all were there for the same reason: to fly
and fight for France.

Wiar was raging across Europe and although
their own homeland steadfastly maintained its

fighter pilot
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Steven A. Ruffin
Author of The Lafayette Escadrille:

neutrality, each man had decided, for reasons
of his own, to voluntarily plunge himself into
the conflagration.

They were not mercenaries fighting for
monetary gain. Even with the stipend they

received to supplement their paltry milicary
pay, they carned less than a dollar a day.
Rather, they were there because of their firm
belief in the cause of liberty. France had

L

Lieutenant Eugene Bullard, America's first Black

irst American Fighter Squadron

been invaded by Germany, which was intent
on subjugating her citizens. Consequentl
these young pilots, along with hundreds of
other brave Americans who sailed actoss the
Adantic to drive ambulances and fight in the
Foreign Legion, had deemed coming to the
aid of America’s oldest ally a mater of duty
and honor.

Accordingly, on the morning of May 12,
1916, five French-built Nieuport single-seat
aircraft took off en masse from the aerodrome
at Luxeuil. Those on the ground watched
as the formation of tiny, fragile, open-

M cockpit biplanes, looking more like toys than

instruments of war, lifted off with a roar and
disappeared into the morning mist. An hour
or so later, those still watching were relieved
to see all five bounce safely back onto the
grass field. When the flight leader penciled
his report into the squadron operational log,
it read simply “RAS” for Rien A Signaler—
othing to report.
‘The airplane was still one of technology’s
newest weapons, but after 21 months of
arfare, it had become a normal part of daily
perations. So, this unremarkable patrol
was by all appearances completely routine.
However, it was, in fact, anything but routine.
For the first time ever, a squadron of aircraft
manned by US citizens had flown into war.
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