
Art and Social Change Take Center Stage at
Kutztown University’s 85th Annual Art
Education Conference

KUTZTOWN, PA, UNITED STATES, November 25, 2024

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The 85th Annual Art Education

Conference at Kutztown University, held on November 22, 2024, was a resounding success,

bringing together artists, educators, and activists to explore the transformative power of art at

the intersection of education and social change. This year’s theme, “Social Change at the
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Intersections of Art/Education,” encouraged attendees to

address systemic oppressions and reimagine the role of art

in fostering equity, accountability, and meaningful

dialogue.

The conference featured compelling keynote addresses

from Rhonda Wall, Shuja Moore, and Nile Livingston. Their

diverse experiences and insights illuminated the

conference’s mission to amplify the role of art and

education in contemporary society.

Rhonda Wall, former Kutztown University art professor, shared her experiences as a celebrated

artist whose work continues to inspire new generations.

Shuja Moore, filmmaker and community activist, offered a powerful perspective on the role of

storytelling and media in fostering justice and equality.

Nile Livingston, an alumna of Kutztown University, delivered a moving keynote on using art as a

bridge to preserve stories, amplify voices, and create impactful change.

A Journey Through Art and Activism

Livingston’s keynote deeply resonated with the audience, as she shared her nuanced journey as

an artist navigating the intersections of identity, community, and creativity. A fourth-generation

Philadelphian, Livingston highlighted the significant influence of her family’s legacy, particularly

her grandfather, a notable architect who prioritized community advocacy.

Her grandfather’s architectural firm became a pivotal space where Livingston observed the

integration of artistry, community care, and ingenuity. Her father, who worked as a draftsman in

the firm, often brought Livingston along, fostering her early exposure to design, creativity, and
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the tools of the trade. These formative experiences,

paired with her mother’s commitment to education

and social justice, instilled in Livingston a profound

appreciation for the arts as both a personal passion

and a vehicle for social impact.

Livingston recounted her experiences growing up in

a family that valued creativity as a tool for resilience

and transformation. Despite challenges, including

systemic inequities and instances of racial bias

during her education, she embraced art as a way to

communicate, heal, and connect. “Art has always

been a bridge,” Livingston remarked. “It connects us

across time, space, and experience, allowing us to

bring our truths to light and imagine a more just

world.”

Creative Repute: A Testament to Artistic Ingenuity

Livingston also reflected on the founding of Creative

Repute, her graphic design and branding agency.

Born out of necessity when a flood of requests

exceeded her capacity as a solo artist, Creative

Repute has grown into a thriving organization with a team of over 20 specialists. The agency’s

mission focuses on collaborating with organizations dedicated to social justice and equity,

ensuring that each project carries a deeper purpose.

Livingston shared. “Through Creative Repute, we explore how visuals can function as powerful

tools for storytelling, preservation, and change. The work we do isn’t just about aesthetics—it’s

about creating something meaningful that endures.”

The agency’s work has expanded from murals to graphic design, branding, and marketing. Many

of its clients are driven by missions of social equity, allowing Livingston to blend her artistic

talents with her commitment to community upliftment.

Workshops and Collaborative Exploration

The conference also offered an array of interactive workshops, where attendees explored art’s

role in social change. Highlights included:

“Layering Meaning: Gelli Plate Printing” by Liz Hamilton Quay, focusing on how layered imagery

can communicate complex ideas.

“Wreck & Rebuild” by CJ Matz, exploring themes of resilience through creative deconstruction.

“Book Arts as Social Action!” by Dr. Amy Pfeiler-Wunder, showcasing how handmade books can

serve as tools for advocacy and change.

https://www.creativerepute.com/


“Collaborative Workshop” by Michael L. Miller, which encouraged attendees to co-create art that

fosters community dialogue.

A Call to Action

The 85th Annual Art Education Conference exemplified Kutztown University’s dedication to

fostering creativity as a tool for societal transformation. Through workshops, keynote speeches,

and vibrant discussions, the event left attendees inspired to incorporate art into their practices

as educators, activists, and change-makers.

For more information about the conference and future events, visit Kutztown University Art

Education.
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