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-- Addressing the growing concern over

vehicle damage caused by commercial

buildings, legal insights highlight the

complexities surrounding liability and

the responsibilities of property owners.

Morrow Law Firm, based in Opelousas,

Louisiana, delves into this intricate

area of law to provide clarity for

affected individuals and businesses.

Incidents involving vehicle damage

attributed to commercial properties

can arise from various factors,

including structural issues, poorly

maintained parking lots, or falling

debris. Such events frequently lead to

disputes over liability, which depends

on several considerations, including

the property owner’s duty of care and

any contributing negligence.

William P. Morrow, a seasoned attorney with Morrow Law Firm who focuses on workplace injury

and related legal areas, explained the legal framework guiding such cases. “In Louisiana, the law

imposes a duty on property owners to maintain their premises in a reasonably safe condition.

This includes ensuring that parking lots, structures, and surrounding areas do not pose

foreseeable risks to vehicles or individuals. When this duty is breached, and it results in vehicle

damage, the property owner may be held liable,” said Morrow.

The issue of liability often hinges on whether the property owner had actual or constructive

knowledge of the hazard that caused the damage. For instance, if a commercial building’s

management failed to address a known issue, such as loose façade elements or potholes in the

parking lot, and those issues lead to vehicle damage, the owner could face claims for

negligence.
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Even if a property owner’s

negligence is established,

the recovery amount may

be reduced if the vehicle

owner is found partially at

fault”

William P. Morrow

Morrow further elaborated, “The key in these cases is often

establishing whether the property owner knew or should

have known about the condition that caused the damage

and whether reasonable steps were taken to remedy it.

Evidence such as maintenance records, inspection logs,

and witness testimony becomes crucial in determining

liability.”

In some cases, liability can extend to third parties, such as

contractors or maintenance companies, especially when

negligence on their part contributed to the incident. For example, if a contractor failed to secure

scaffolding properly, resulting in damage to vehicles, the contractor could share liability with the

property owner.

Complicating matters further is the possibility of comparative fault. In Louisiana, the doctrine of

comparative fault allows for liability to be apportioned among multiple parties, including the

vehicle owner, if their actions contributed to the incident.

“The allocation of fault can significantly impact the outcome of a claim,” noted Morrow. “Even if a

property owner’s negligence is established, the recovery amount may be reduced if the vehicle

owner is found partially at fault, such as by parking in an unauthorized area or ignoring posted

warnings.”

For businesses operating in commercial spaces, understanding insurance coverage is equally

critical. Property owners typically carry general liability insurance to address claims involving

property damage, but the scope and limitations of these policies can vary. Vehicle owners may

also seek recovery through their own auto insurance, particularly if comprehensive coverage is in

place.

Legal professionals caution that timely documentation and reporting of incidents are vital for

preserving evidence and supporting claims. Photographs of the damage, detailed incident

reports, and prompt communication with property managers or owners can strengthen a case.

Morrow emphasized the importance of seeking legal counsel in complex liability cases.

“Navigating the legal landscape in claims involving commercial building liability requires a

thorough understanding of state law and a careful examination of the facts. Legal representation

can help ensure that injured parties receive fair consideration and that property owners or other

parties are held accountable when negligence occurs.”

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

offers extensive legal experience in addressing workplace injury, property liability, and related

legal matters. The firm’s attorneys provide detailed analysis and strategic guidance tailored to



the unique circumstances of each case.

Understanding liability in vehicle damage cases involving commercial properties is critical for

property owners, businesses, and individuals alike. Legal expertise and proactive measures can

help resolve disputes efficiently and promote safer practices in property management.

About Morrow Law Firm

Morrow Law Firm is located in Opelousas, Louisiana, and provides legal services in areas such as

workplace injury and property liability. With a commitment to addressing complex legal

challenges, the firm is led by attorneys William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen

M. Morrow. For more information, please contact the Morrow Law Firm.
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