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-- Vehicle damage related to parking

violations is a recurring concern in

Louisiana, highlighting the need to

understand the legal implications for

both property owners and vehicle

operators. The legal framework

surrounding parking violations and

related vehicle damage is guided by

Louisiana law, which assigns

responsibilities and potential liabilities

depending on the circumstances of

each incident.

Parking violations can lead to disputes

over liability when vehicles are

damaged in situations such as

unauthorized parking, towing

incidents, or interactions with hazards

in designated parking areas. Whether

the incident occurs in a public or

private space, the outcome often depends on a careful analysis of state laws and property

management obligations.

William P. Morrow, an attorney at Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana, with extensive

experience in workplace injury and liability issues, emphasized the importance of adhering to

legal and safety standards in such cases. “Parking laws in Louisiana are designed to regulate the

safe and lawful use of spaces while protecting property owners, vehicle operators, and

pedestrians. When these laws are violated, the consequences can extend to property damage,

legal claims, and potential penalties,” Morrow explained.

Liability for Unauthorized Parking

In Louisiana, vehicles parked in unauthorized areas, such as fire lanes, private driveways, or

restricted zones, may be subject to towing or other enforcement actions. Property owners

generally have the right to enforce parking rules on their premises but must follow specific legal
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procedures when removing vehicles.

Improperly performed towing can result in damage to

vehicles, raising questions of liability. For example, if a

vehicle sustains damage due to negligent handling by a

towing company, the owner of the vehicle may pursue

compensation from the towing company or, in some cases,

the property owner who authorized the removal.

Morrow stated, “The party responsible for authorizing or

conducting a towing operation has a duty to ensure that it is carried out in a manner that

minimizes the risk of damage to the vehicle. When that duty is breached, liability may arise.”

Obligations of Property Owners

Property owners who provide parking facilities are required to maintain these spaces in a

reasonably safe condition. This includes addressing hazards such as uneven surfaces, poorly

marked spaces, and inadequate signage. When a vehicle is damaged due to a property owner’s

failure to meet this obligation, the owner may be held liable for resulting losses.

For example, poorly maintained parking lots with large potholes or defective curbs can cause

damage to vehicles. If a property owner was aware of these conditions but failed to address

them in a timely manner, they may face claims for negligence.

Morrow noted, “A property owner’s responsibility extends to ensuring that parking areas are safe

for their intended use. When maintenance is neglected or warning signs are insufficient, the

potential for liability increases.”

Vehicle Operator Responsibility

Vehicle operators also have responsibilities under Louisiana law. Parking in prohibited areas,

ignoring posted restrictions, or failing to comply with traffic control devices can contribute to

accidents or damage. In some cases, vehicle owners may bear partial or full responsibility for the

harm caused to their vehicles or others.

Louisiana’s comparative fault system allows liability to be divided among all parties involved in

an incident. For instance, if a vehicle is parked in a fire lane in violation of posted rules and

sustains damage from an emergency vehicle accessing the area, the vehicle owner may be

deemed partially at fault for the incident.

Morrow explained, “Determining fault in parking-related vehicle damage cases requires a

thorough analysis of the actions taken by each party and the circumstances leading to the

incident. Louisiana law provides a framework for assigning responsibility based on each party’s

degree of fault.”



Insurance Coverage for Parking-Related Damage

Insurance plays a significant role in addressing parking-related vehicle damage. Property owners

often carry liability insurance to cover claims arising from hazards on their premises. Vehicle

owners may rely on comprehensive auto insurance for damage caused by non-collision

incidents, such as falling objects or vandalism.

Disputes over coverage can arise when multiple parties are involved or when the cause of the

damage is contested. For example, if a vehicle is damaged during towing, the vehicle owner may

need to file a claim with both their insurance provider and the towing company’s insurer to

recover their losses.

Morrow emphasized the importance of understanding insurance policies in these situations.

“Knowing the scope and limitations of available coverage is essential when seeking

compensation for parking-related vehicle damage. Legal counsel can assist in navigating

disputes and ensuring that all relevant policies are considered.”

Preventative Measures and Legal Recourse

Preventing parking-related vehicle damage requires cooperation between property owners and

vehicle operators. Property owners can minimize risks by maintaining parking facilities, enforcing

clear rules, and working with reputable towing companies. Vehicle operators, on the other hand,

should adhere to posted restrictions and avoid parking in areas where hazards are present.

When damage does occur, timely documentation of the incident is critical. Photographs of the

damage, evidence of the parking violation or hazard, and records of any communication with

property owners or towing companies can strengthen a claim.

For complex cases involving significant damage or disputes over liability, seeking legal guidance

can be a crucial step. Attorneys can provide clarity on the relevant laws, gather evidence, and

advocate for fair outcomes in negotiations or court proceedings.

About Morrow Law Firm

Morrow Law Firm is located in Opelousas, Louisiana, and provides legal services in areas such as

workplace injury and liability cases. The firm is led by attorneys William P. Morrow, John Michael

Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow. For more information, contact Morrow Law Firm.
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