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Creative Catalysts: How D.C. Artivists Are
Shaping the Future of Environmental Justice

SAAC in collaboration with the Arts
Program at Aspen Institute celebrated the
culmination of its transformative 2024
Environmental Justice Artivist Fellowship

WASHINGTON, D.C., DC, UNITED
STATES, December 11, 2024
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SAAC Founder and EJA Fellows

Justice Artivist Fellowship with an
inspiring closing event at Dance Place.
Supported in part by the DC
Commission on the Art and Humanities, East Arts grant, this celebration not only marked the
end of a pivotal program but also set the stage for the next wave of community-driven
environmental advocacy in Washington, D.C.

Social Art and Culture is committed to driving social impact
“ through a creative collective community and social impact
partners. With a strategic approach that integrates art into
public policy, enhances artistic disciplines, and collaborates
on equity-focused projects, SAAC is at the forefront of
using artivism to address critical social issues in the
community.

These initiatives are more
than just art projects; they
are a lifeline to communities
often left out of
conversations about

environmental policy and . _ ,
urban planning.” The 2024 cohort, comprising eight diverse fellows from

Karen Baker, Co-founder and Washington, D.C., and Maryland, showcased
Board .;resident at SAAC groundbreaking projects that integrated art with
environmental justice, targeting critical issues in Wards 5,

7, and 8—areas known for their ecological vulnerabilities and vibrant communities.
Impact Highlights from the Fellowship:
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Ward 5: The Trinidad Recreation Center, in partnership with DC Parks and Recreation, now
features a mural addressing air pollution, serving as a backdrop for Councilman Parker’s
engagements on the Environmental Justice Amendment Act. This visual advocacy supports
legislative change and public health awareness.

Ward 7: A 9-foot deity sculpture, crafted from Anacostia River’s recycled plastics, was unveiled at
Kingman Island Day, symbolizing community and environmental rejuvenation. This sculpture
and its associated events catalyze policy advocacy and generational dialogue about sustainability
for the DC Bottle Bill under 3RC for DC.

Ward 8: A Photography Exhibition and Dinner gathered urban farmers from Dreaming Out Loud
to address the mislabeling of food deserts and to propose sustainable solutions for local food
systems, promoting a shift towards describing these areas as facing food apartheid.

"These initiatives are more than just art projects; they are a lifeline to communities often left out
of conversations about environmental policy and urban planning," said Karen Baker, Co-founder
and Board President at SAAC. "Our fellows are not just creating art; they are crafting new
narratives and solutions that directly involve the communities most affected by environmental
issues."

This program’s success highlights the potential of art to not only reflect societal challenges but
also to actively shape solutions and policies. SAAC's innovative approach serves as a model for
how art can intersect with activism to foster significant community and ecological benefits.

“The Aspen Institute Arts Program believes in the power of art and artists to inspire, create
awareness, and bring social change. The eight artists and leaders in Wards 6, 7, and 8 have
superbly demonstrated how art is integral to our lives and our need for better health outcomes
and stronger communities. We proudly support the work of the Fellowship with SAAC.” Danielle
Baussan, Vice President for Policy Programs and the Director of the Aspen Institute Arts
Program.

As the fellowship has concluded, the initiatives launched by this year's cohort will continue to
resonate within the communities and beyond, setting a precedent for future projects. SAAC is
already planning its next steps to further integrate artivism into more facets of environmental
and social justice work.

For more information about the Environmental Justice Artivist Fellowship and its upcoming

projects, please visit https://socialartandculture.info

About Social Art and Culture (SAAC): Founded on the belief that creativity can change the world,
SAAC empowers artists, artivists, and creators to engage with social issues through innovative
and collaborative projects. By fostering a network of community-based arts organizations and
advocacy-based corporations, SAAC champions artivism as a critical change agent in society.
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