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Legal Guidance for Louisiana Hit-and-Run
Bicycle Accidents

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
December 27, 2024 /
EINPresswire.com/ -- Hit-and-run
accidents involving bicycles present
unique legal challenges for victims
seeking justice and compensation in
Louisiana. These incidents, often
devastating for cyclists, require careful
navigation of both criminal and civil
legal processes. The Morrow Law Firm,
led by William P. Morrow, John Michael
Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,
provides insight into the legal options
available for those impacted by these
accidents.

Cyclists are particularly vulnerable on
Louisiana roads, and when a driver
leaves the scene of an accident, it
compounds the physical, emotional,
and financial toll on the victim. Hit-and-
run bicycle accidents violate Louisiana
state law, carrying serious criminal penalties for drivers who flee the scene. At the same time,
victims must address their medical needs, property damage, and potential lost income, often
without immediate access to the responsible party’s insurance coverage.

“Hit-and-run accidents involving bicycles require a multifaceted legal approach to ensure
accountability and recovery,” said William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas,
Louisiana, who focuses on workplace injury cases. “Understanding the legal framework is
essential for navigating these complex situations.”

Criminal Penalties for Hit-and-Run Drivers

Under Louisiana law, drivers involved in an accident are required to stop, render aid, and
exchange information. Fleeing the scene is considered a hit-and-run offense, which is a criminal
act. Penalties for a hit-and-run vary based on the severity of the incident:


http://www.einpresswire.com
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Fines: Drivers may face significant financial penalties.
“ Imprisonment: Jail time is often imposed, particularly when
the accident results in injury or death.
License Suspension: Leaving the scene of an accident can
lead to the suspension or revocation of driving privileges.
When a hit-and-run involves a cyclist, the driver’s failure to
stop and assist exacerbates the harm caused. Law
enforcement agencies pursue these cases rigorously, but
locating the responsible party can be challenging,
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particularly when there are no witnesses or surveillance footage.

Civil Liability and Compensation

Victims of hit-and-run bicycle accidents have the right to seek compensation for their injuries
and damages. Civil claims can address medical expenses, lost income, pain and suffering, and
property damage. However, the absence of an identified driver complicates the process.

In cases where the driver is located, they may be held liable for damages through their insurance
or personal assets. Civil liability is separate from criminal penalties, allowing victims to pursue
compensation even if the driver faces criminal charges.

If the driver cannot be identified, victims may turn to their own insurance policies. Louisiana
requires automobile insurers to offer uninsured/underinsured motorist (UM/UIM) coverage,
which can provide compensation when the at-fault party is unknown or lacks adequate
insurance. Cyclists injured in a hit-and-run may utilize this coverage through their own policies or
those of household members.

Evidence and Documentation
Collecting evidence is critical in hit-and-run cases, as it supports both criminal investigations and
civil claims. Key steps include:

Police Reports: Filing a report ensures that law enforcement is aware of the incident and initiates
an investigation.

Medical Records: Documentation of injuries and treatment establishes the extent of harm
suffered.

Witness Statements: Testimony from bystanders can provide crucial details about the accident
and the fleeing driver.

Surveillance Footage: Video from nearby cameras may capture the incident or identify the
vehicle involved.

Thorough documentation strengthens the victim's case and increases the likelihood of recovery,
whether through identifying the driver or pursuing UM/UIM coverage.

Legal Considerations for Cyclists



Louisiana law treats bicycles as vehicles, granting cyclists the same rights and responsibilities as
motor vehicle operators. This legal status is significant in determining fault and liability in an
accident. Cyclists must adhere to traffic laws, but drivers are also required to exercise care when
sharing the road.

In hit-and-run cases, fault is determined by analyzing the actions of both the cyclist and the
driver. Even if a cyclist shares some responsibility for the accident, comparative fault laws in
Louisiana allow partial recovery based on the percentage of fault attributed to each party.

Employer Liability in Work-Related Bicycle Accidents

When a cyclist is struck during work-related activities, such as making deliveries, additional legal
considerations arise. Employers may be held liable for damages if the accident occurred within
the scope of employment. This may include:

Workers’ Compensation Claims: Injured cyclists may pursue benefits for medical expenses and
lost wages through workers’ compensation.

Third-Party Claims: Civil claims may be filed against the driver or other responsible parties in
addition to workers’ compensation benefits.

Employers have a duty to ensure that employees operating bicycles or other vehicles are
equipped with proper safety equipment and training. Negligence in these areas can expose
employers to liability in the event of an accident.

Navigating the Legal Process

Hit-and-run bicycle accidents require victims to address immediate medical and financial needs
while navigating complex legal processes. Seeking legal guidance early in the process is critical
for understanding available options, protecting rights, and pursuing compensation.

Victims must consider a range of legal strategies, including:

Filing claims with their own insurance providers under UM/UIM coverage.

Pursuing civil litigation if the driver is identified.

Working with law enforcement to support criminal investigations.

The interplay between criminal and civil proceedings, insurance claims, and potential workplace
considerations necessitates a comprehensive approach.

Supporting Safer Roads

Hit-and-run bicycle accidents highlight the need for safer roadways and increased awareness of
cyclists’ rights. Public education campaigns, improved infrastructure, and stronger enforcement
of traffic laws can help reduce the frequency of these incidents.

For cyclists, adopting safety measures such as wearing helmets, using lights and reflective gear,
and following traffic laws contributes to a safer environment. Drivers also have a responsibility to
share the road and prioritize the safety of vulnerable road users.



Conclusion

The legal ramifications of hit-and-run bicycle accidents in Louisiana underscore the importance
of addressing both criminal accountability and civil recovery. These cases involve complex legal
considerations, requiring victims to navigate multiple avenues for justice and compensation.

For additional information about the legal implications of hit-and-run bicycle accidents, contact
the Morrow Law Firm.

About Morrow Law Firm

Morrow Law Firm, based in Opelousas, Louisiana, provides legal services in personal injury,
workplace injury, and related matters. The firm is led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow,
Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, who address the legal needs of clients across Louisiana.
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