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/EINPresswire.com/ -- The Constitutional Court of the

Dominican Republic has issued Ruling TC/0159/13,

resolving the direct action of unconstitutionality filed

against Law No. 12-00. This law, enacted on March 2, 2000,

modifies the final part of Article 68 of Electoral Law No.

275-97, dated December 21, 1997.

Law No. 12-00 mandates that in nominations and

proposals to the Central Electoral Board, as well as in

municipal positions, political parties and groupings must

include a proportion of no less than 33% of women. This

regulation seeks to ensure greater female participation in

politics. However, the claimant argues that this law

contradicts several articles of the Dominican Constitution, particularly those related to equality

before the law and the elimination of privileges.

Claims and Allegations of the Claimant: The action of unconstitutionality was filed on March 4,

2013, by a Dominican Republic attorney, alleging that Law No. 12-00 violates Articles 6, 8, and 39

of the Constitution. According to the claimant, the law establishes gender-based differences that

are contrary to the principles of equality and non-discrimination enshrined in the Constitution.

The claimant contends that the mandated 33% female representation in political nominations

creates an unequal standard, thus conflicting with the constitutional guarantee that all

individuals are equal before the law.

Court Analysis: The Constitutional Court, presided over by the head magistrate and comprised of

distinguished jurists, including experts in Penal Defense in the Dominican Republic, undertook a

thorough examination of the arguments presented. The ruling addresses not only the
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supremacy of the Constitution but also the fundamental role of the

State in safeguarding individuals' rights. This encompasses a broad

interpretation of gender equality, extending beyond mere electoral

representation to encompass a more comprehensive framework of

rights and protections.

The court also considered the historical and socio-political context in

which Law No. 12-00 was enacted, acknowledging the long-standing

underrepresentation of women in Dominican politics. The inclusion

of experienced Criminal Defence Solicitors in the Dominican

Republic in the deliberative process provided a nuanced perspective

on the legal principles at stake, particularly concerning the

implications for broader societal equality and justice.

Court Conclusion and Decision: Constitutional Court Ruling

TC/0159/13 stands as a seminal decision in Dominican

jurisprudence. The court's final judgment asserts that Law No. 12-00

does not contravene the constitutional principles of equality and

non-discrimination. The court highlighted that the regulation's aim is

to foster equitable representation of women in political positions,

thus contributing to the eradication of historical inequalities and promoting a fairer, more

inclusive society.

This ruling reaffirms the importance of affirmative action measures as crucial tools to rectify

systemic imbalances and ensure that all citizens have an equal opportunity to participate in the

political process. Furthermore, it demonstrates the judiciary's commitment to upholding the

core values of the Constitution and protecting the rights of underrepresented groups. The

expertise provided by Criminal Defence Solicitors in the Dominican Republic was instrumental in

elucidating the broader ramifications of this landmark ruling, emphasizing its significance in the

ongoing quest for justice and equality.
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we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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