
Terry Bean Pushes for Greater LGBTQ+
Representation in Global Sports

Terry Bean

Terry Bean

PORTLAND, OR, UNITED STATES,

January 2, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Terry Bean, a pioneering LGBTQ+ rights

advocate and longtime champion of

inclusivity, is calling for a renewed

focus on increasing LGBTQ+

representation in global sports.

Building on his groundbreaking work

organizing the first Gay Games, Bean

emphasizes the transformative power

of sports to break down barriers, foster

understanding, and champion diversity

on the world stage.

Sports as a Platform for Change

“Sports have the unique ability to unite

people across cultures, backgrounds,

and beliefs,” Bean said. “But for too

long, LGBTQ+ individuals have been

sidelined, unable to fully participate or

be celebrated for who they are. It’s

time to change that.”

Bean’s advocacy stems from a deep

belief that sports hold the potential to

not only entertain but also challenge

societal norms and prejudices. His

experiences with the Gay Games

demonstrated how inclusive athletic

events could provide visibility to

LGBTQ+ athletes while fostering a

sense of community and pride.

The Gay Games, launched in 1982

under the leadership of Tom Waddell
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and supported by activists like Bean,

were conceived as an international

sporting event that welcomed athletes

regardless of their sexual orientation

or gender identity. With no barriers to

entry, the Games celebrated the

athleticism and camaraderie of

participants from around the world.

“The Gay Games proved that LGBTQ+

athletes don’t just belong in

sports—they excel in them,” said Bean.

“But our work isn’t finished.

Mainstream sports still have significant

strides to make in embracing LGBTQ+

athletes, coaches, and fans.”

A Call for Systemic Change

Terry Bean’s push for greater LGBTQ+ representation in global sports comes at a time when

discrimination remains a significant barrier for many athletes. From policies that limit

transgender participation to cultures of silence that discourage athletes from coming out, the

obstacles are many.

Bean is urging international sports organizations, governing bodies, and professional leagues to

take proactive steps toward inclusivity. These include:

Comprehensive Non-Discrimination Policies: Bean calls for policies that explicitly protect LGBTQ+

athletes and staff from discrimination, harassment, and exclusion.

Increased Representation in Leadership: Sports organizations must prioritize hiring LGBTQ+

leaders and advocates to ensure diverse perspectives in decision-making.

Celebrating LGBTQ+ Athletes: Bean encourages leagues and teams to honor openly LGBTQ+

athletes through initiatives such as Pride nights, awareness campaigns, and visible participation

in LGBTQ+ events.

Educational Programs: Bean advocates for widespread education on LGBTQ+ issues for athletes,

coaches, and staff to create a more inclusive environment at all levels.

Spotlighting the Role of Allies

Bean emphasizes the crucial role allies play in fostering change within sports. From team

captains who speak out against discrimination to organizations that use their platforms to

support equality, allies have the power to reshape culture.

“Allyship is a game-changer,” Bean remarked. “When teammates, coaches, and fans stand up for

LGBTQ+ inclusion, they send a message that sports are for everyone. This isn’t just about

policy—it’s about creating a culture where every individual feels they belong.”



Progress Worth Celebrating

Despite challenges, recent years have seen notable progress in LGBTQ+ representation in sports.

Athletes like Megan Rapinoe, Adam Rippon, and Quinn have used their platforms to champion

inclusivity and inspire countless fans. At the same time, organizations such as Athlete Ally and

You Can Play have worked tirelessly to advocate for LGBTQ+ rights within sports.

“These athletes and organizations are proof that change is possible,” said Bean. “Their courage

and leadership pave the way for future generations of athletes to compete authentically and

proudly.”

However, Bean stresses that the work must extend beyond individual achievements. Systemic

changes are needed to ensure that representation and inclusion are not just exceptions but the

norm across all sports and at all levels.

A Global Movement for Inclusion

Bean’s vision for greater LGBTQ+ representation in sports is inherently global. He believes that

international competitions, including the Olympics, World Cup, and regional games, have a

responsibility to lead by example.

“Sporting events are watched by billions worldwide,” Bean explained. “Imagine the impact if

every athlete, regardless of their gender identity or sexual orientation, felt safe and supported to

compete on these stages. It would send a powerful message of acceptance to every corner of

the globe.”

Bean calls for greater collaboration among nations, sports federations, and advocacy

organizations to dismantle discriminatory practices and promote equality on the world stage.

Sports as a Mirror of Society

For Bean, the push for LGBTQ+ representation in sports goes beyond the playing field. He views

sports as a reflection of broader societal values and a potential driver of social progress.

“When sports embrace diversity, they set the tone for society at large,” Bean said. “Young people

who see themselves represented in sports are more likely to feel valued and confident in their

own identities. That’s why this work is so important.”

Bean’s own experiences growing up in a less accepting time fuel his passion for this cause. He

recalls a childhood where sports were a refuge but also a space where he often had to hide his

true self. His advocacy now aims to ensure no athlete has to choose between their identity and

their love of the game.

A Legacy of Advocacy

Terry Bean’s push for greater LGBTQ+ representation in sports is the latest chapter in a lifetime

of advocacy. From co-founding the Human Rights Campaign to playing a pivotal role in defeating



discriminatory legislation like Oregon Measure 9, Bean has consistently fought for equality and

inclusion.

His work with the Gay Games remains one of his proudest achievements, symbolizing the power

of sports to unite and uplift. Now, Bean is using his platform to champion LGBTQ+

representation on an even larger scale, urging sports organizations worldwide to step up.

Looking Ahead

Terry Bean’s vision for greater LGBTQ+ representation in sports is both ambitious and

achievable. With allies, athletes, and organizations increasingly stepping forward to champion

inclusion, the future looks promising.

Bean hopes his advocacy will inspire others to join the movement. “Every action, no matter how

small, contributes to the larger goal of equality,” he said. “Together, we can ensure that sports

truly reflect the diversity and resilience of humanity.”

About Terry Bean

Terry Bean is a pioneering civil rights advocate, accomplished political strategist, and leading

voice in the LGBTQ+ rights movement. Based in Portland, Oregon, he has co-founded

organizations that have reshaped the landscape of equality in America, including the Human

Rights Campaign and the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund. A lifelong advocate for inclusivity, Bean

continues to inspire and empower through his dedication to equality.
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