
A Gift of Unity and Hope for Cathédrale Notre-
Dame de Paris & the World - The Virgin Mary
of the Bees Icon

A Byzantine icon symbolizing unity and hope, gifted by Greece to

France, for the grand reopening of Notre Dame Cathedral as a

testament to global solidarity.

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES, January 10, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The grand reopening
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of the 850-year-old Notre Dame Cathedral is marked by a

gift of profound significance: the Virgin Mary of the Bees

Icon. Presented by the people of Greece to the people of

France, this Byzantine masterpiece encapsulates a

message of solidarity and hope, standing as a testament to

global unity amidst renewal.

The icon, inscribed with a dedication to the enduring

friendship between the two nations, was personally

delivered by Greek President Katerina Sakellaropoulou at

the historic reopening event, attended by world leaders.  

A Backstory of Miracles and Inspiration

The story is rooted in the miraculous survival of 200,000 bees during the devastating 2019 fire

that consumed much of Notre Dame. While flames ravaged the cathedral, these vital pollinators

emerged unscathed, inspiring reflections on the resilience of creation. Cathedral beekeeper

Nicolas Géant described their survival as a miracle to CNN, reinforcing their role as symbols of

life and harmony.

The icon itself is steeped in faith and nature. Inspired by events at the Holy Monastery of the

Nativity of the Virgin in Greece, where bees lived undisturbed during liturgies, the icon depicts a

deep connection between spirituality and the environment. Hieromonk Georgios Alevras, a

renowned figure of Mount Athos and steward of Orthodox tradition, commissioned the icon’s

creation to honor the Virgin Mary’s protective grace.

A Symbol of Global Solidarity

http://www.einpresswire.com


Hieromonk Georgios stands

beside The Virgin Mary of

the Bees Icon, a powerful

symbol of unity and hope

presented from the nation

of Greece to France at the

reopening of Cathedrale

Notre Dame de Paris

Crafted by the master iconographer Phillipos Markopoulos in the

Byzantine style, The Virgin Mary of the Bees honors the Virgin

Mary as a beacon of hope and protector of life. The gift was

delivered to the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs on December 2,

2024, the feast day of Hieromonk Georgios’ spiritual father, Saint

Porphyrios, affirming the Saint’s blessing of the endeavor.  “This

icon was gifted by the devout Greek nation to the faithful people

of France,” remarked Hieromonk Georgios. “May the bees inspire

us to rebuild the church of unity and love, living as the first

Christians did.”

In 2022, Hieromonk Georgios’ initiatives were celebrated at the

11th World Green Energy Symposium in Washington, D.C., where

he received the prestigious Nova Award. “His work embodies the

harmony between nature and humanity,” said Professor Robert J.

Gallagher, WGES executive chairman. By 2024, the Ambelli

organization’s Beezantium Project, inspired by his vision,

garnered international acclaim and funding from the Headley

SEE Cultural Heritage Fund in London.

A Testament to Renewal and Hope

The Virgin Mary of the Bees Icon stands as a powerful symbol of

renewal, resilience, and shared purpose. It celebrates the

interconnectedness of faith, nature, and humanity, reminding

the world of the essential role of unity in sustaining life.

This historic gift bridges nations, honors cultural heritage, and calls humanity to embrace

harmony in a fractured world. “Let The Virgin Mary of the Bees inspire us all to become stewards

of unity and guardians of life.” Stated Hieromonk Georgios
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