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International Recognition Through the
INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD®

INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD for Roads Not Taken by

T. A. Keenleyside

Respected Canadian Journalist Turned

Author T. A. Keenleyside to be Awarded a

General Fiction Distinguished Favorite by

the 2025 INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD®!

TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA, January

21, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- "Roads

Not Taken" by T. A. Keenleyside is to be

awarded a distinguished favorite this

May in the General Fiction category by

the 2025 INDEPENDENT PRESS

AWARD®!

The competition is judged by experts

from different aspects of the book

industry, including publishers, writers,

editors, designers, booksellers,

librarians and professional

copywriters. Winners and distinguished

favorites are based on overall

excellence.

“Via the literary time machine, Terry Keenleyside crafts in Roads Not Taken, we are delivered to

the harrowing centres of major 20th century war zones. These historic scenes and the media

machine documenting them are vivid, palpable, and riveting. A parallel journey parachutes the

reader deep down into the tender, sensitive psyche of the characters while they grow, study,

love, and work in this time period not so long ago, but far enough to fascinate as to what has

changed and has not changed. Keenleyside paints this world so realistically: dreamlike, film-like,

fast and brilliant.”

—David Tierney, Publisher, Borealis Press, Ottawa, Ontario

“This is a dramatic story that includes a turbulent account of one man’s love affairs and two

http://www.einpresswire.com
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journalists’ lives covering major international crises

around the world. On assignment, they are frequently at

risk of being wounded or killed, and, as a result, the two

are at odds with each other over whether or not the risks

are worth taking.

—John Flood, Publisher, Penumbra Press, Ontario,

Canada

"Roads Not Taken" is a dramatic novel that explores the

complexities of human relationships, the dangers of

journalism, and the lasting effects of the choices we

make, set against significant 20th-century historical

events. The main aspects of the story take place in

various global locations, including Selma, Alabama,

Prague, and Toronto, spanning from the 1960s to the late

20th century.

The novel begins with journalists Peggy Mortimer and

Alistair Parker covering the violent Civil Rights march in

Selma, Alabama, in 1965. Their professional relationship

is tested by the constant danger they face, leading to

conflicts over the risks they take. Alistair's cautious nature, shaped by his childhood experiences,

influences his approach to journalism and his interactions with Peggy. The story also introduces

Virginia Sloan, whose life intersects with Alistair's during a Model United Nations event, marking

A turbulent account of one

man’s love affairs and two

journalists’ lives covering

major international

crises...On assignment, the

two are at odds over

whether or not the risks are

worth taking.”

John Flood, Publisher,

Penumbra Press, Ontario,

Canada

the beginning of a significant relationship.

As the story progresses, Alistair and Peggy's bond deepens

through their shared experiences covering major global

events, including: - The Six-Day War - The Vietnam War -

The Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia Their relationship

faces challenges due to their differing views on the risks

involved in their work and the personal sacrifices they

make. Alistair's cautious nature and Peggy's determination

to report the truth create tension, but they continue to

support each other professionally and personally.

The novel reaches its climax with Peggy's death during the

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, leaving Alistair devastated

and struggling with guilt and grief. He returns to Singapore to recover and later delivers Peggy's

ashes to her mother in Montreal. Alistair's subsequent travel writing career takes him to various

locations, but he misses the excitement of covering major news stories. He eventually accepts a
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travel writing position in Paris, where he meets

Marianne, a former model. Their relationship

blossoms but ends when Marianne joins

Médecins Sans Frontières in Ethiopia and falls in

love with a French doctor.

Ginny's Alzheimer's diagnosis brings challenges,

but Alistair cares for her until her death. Alistair

finds solace in honoring Ginny's memory and the

values they shared, continuing to seek meaning

and connection in his later years. The novel

concludes with Alistair determined to write his

autobiography chronicling his career as a foreign

correspondent in the hope that it might

encourage some readers to become active in

supporting international organizations dealing

with the the issues he covered as a journalist.

--Printed Word Reviews

In 2025, the INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD saw

participation from journalists, well established

authors, and small, medium and large publishers

across the globe, including those residing in

Australia, Canada, Dominican Republic, France,

Germany, India, Hong Kong, Japan, Portugal,

Scotland, Singapore, Spain, United Kingdom, and

the United States. 

Winners were chosen from publishers such as

Amplify Publishing Group, Black Rose Writing,

Blackstone Publishing, Calumet Editions, Globe

Pequot, Finishing Line Press, Gatekeepers Press,

Hachette Go (Blanco of Grand Central

Publishing), HarperCollins Leadership, Ideapress

Publishing, IVP Kids, Koehler Books, Mad Cave

Studios, North Dakota State University Press,

Oceanview Publishing, Old Stone Press, Pegasus

Books, Post Hill Press, Red T Kid's Media,

Rowman & Littlefield, She Writes Press,

University of California Press, and University of

Georgia Press.

https://www.printedwordreviews.com/bookreviews/9781938462719


“The 2025 INDEPENDENT PRESS AWARD awardees included the excellence and diversity of global

independent publishing,”  said Gabrielle Olczak, IPA President and Award Sponsor.  "There is no

stopping independent publishing. It provides unparalleled content and quality to consumers

worldwide and we are excited to showcase this year's honorees to the world.”

For more information please visit independentpressaward.com; and to see this year's list of IPA

Distinguished Favorites, please visit the 2025 DISTINGUISHED

FAVORITES: https://www.independentpressaward.com/2025favorites

About the author: 

Terry Keenleyside is a former journalist, diplomat, and university professor who has written six

books and numerous academic articles on Canadian foreign policy, human rights, and media

coverage of international affairs.

His first novel, The Common Touch, published by Doubleday, was short-listed for the award for

the best first novel by a Canadian in 1977, and the second, In a Spin, was nominated for the

Governor General’s Award for English Canadian fiction in 2016. 

Two of his three literary travel books, Missing The Bus, Making The Connection, Tales and Tastes

of Travel, and Roaming The Big Land, Flavours of Canada, were winners of Gourmand World

Cookbook awards for culinary travel in 2008 and 2010 respectively.

Keenleyside lives in Toronto but remains professor emeritus at the University of Windsor,

Windsor, Ontario.

A detailed biography, synopses of his books, and reviews are available on his website:

www.takeenleyside.com

---

The fall book competition, NYC Big Book Award, https://www.nycbigbookaward.com/ allows all

authors, publishers, and includes submissions from the big five publishers.

The Independent Press Award is announced every spring and is open to independent authors

and publishers.  Visit us at https://independentpressaward.com/ 

YouTube Channel http://youtube.com/c/IndependentPressAwardSpringNYCBigBookAwardFall

Join us at the BookCAMP event, a three day trade show for authors and

publishers, https://www.independentpressaward.com/ipabookcamp 

Gabby Olczak
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EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
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