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Thomson Federal Prison Launches Service
Dog Program Amid Staffing Crisis

THOMSON, IL, UNITED STATES, January
14, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- [—J /%
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Thomson Federal Prison took a bold
step forward today with the launch of
its Pawsitive Paws Dog Training
Program, bringing three tail-wagging
recruits inside its walls. The program
pairs incarcerated individuals with
puppies from a local Service Dog
Foundation, training them to assist
veterans and people with disabilities.

"These dogs will transform lives both
inside and outside our walls," said Jon
Zumkehr, President of AFGE Local
4070. "Our inmates gain valuable skills
while providing an essential service to
the community.

"The initiative marks another milestone

in Thomson's remarkable turnaround story. Since June 2023, the facility has seen inmate
participation in educational programs skyrocket from 19% to 91%, setting a new standard within
the Federal Bureau of Prisons. The prison has also expanded its visitation schedule from three to
five days weekly, helping inmates maintain crucial family bonds.

But beneath these achievements lies a growing crisis. Thomson currently faces a severe staffing
shortage, with 134 vacant positions — the highest vacancy rate among standalone federal
prisons. The shortage stems from a controversial decision to cut staff pay last year under
Director Peters' leadership."

We're at a breaking point," Zumkehr explained. "While we're proud to launch programs like
Pawsitive Paws, we urgently need Senators Durbin, Duckworth, and Representative Sorensen to
restore law enforcement officer pay at Thomson. We can't afford to wait for a tragedy before
taking action."
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Our vision is clear — we want Thomson
to be a model for rehabilitation,"
Zumkehr said. "But we need Congress
to step up. You can't run a safe,
effective prison while understaffed by
134 positions."

Jon Zumkehr

AFGE 4070
jzumkehr@afge4070.org
Visit us on social media:
Facebook

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/776689409

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100057416950524
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/776689409
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

