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"What If..." by Joseph Mahar blends

humor & horror in stories drawn from his

diverse life, exploring human nature

through surreal & ordinary moments.

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP, NJ, UNITED

STATES, February 6, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- What if a single

moment could change everything?

That is the question the author asks. It

is the question that sits at the heart of

What If..., a new collection of short

stories by Joseph Mahar. Joseph Mahar

blends realism with the unexpected.

This collection shows its readers a

world full of unpredictability. It shows

the ways in which small decisions and fleeting moments can change the entire course of people’s

lives.

The book What If..., inspired by real-life situations, presents a vast range of narratives that

challenge assumptions and show us the hidden truths of human nature. Joseph Mahar writes

this book with a classic storytelling style and a vintage feel. He understands what’s at the base of

everyday life, and his work shows it. Sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, and always

thought-provoking.

Each story has characters who feel real and believable. It’s as though they could be found in any

town or city. Some face dilemmas of ambition and morality, while others are confronted with

mysteries they may never solve. The book has themes of regret, redemption, fate, and

consequence throughout the collection. These themes show the reader deeply personal and

universal struggles. The narratives proceed in unexpected ways. It has surprises that linger long

after the final page.

Mahar’s writing has a balance of tension and introspection. Such an approach makes the readers

immersed in worlds where the ordinary becomes extraordinary. His stories are not specific to a
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single genre. They show a range of experiences. Some

are deeply personal, others are unsettling, but all of

them are engaging. While the book is a work of fiction,

Mahar takes inspiration from real-life events. 

One of the defining aspects of What If... is its ability to

provoke reflection. Readers may wonder how their own

lives could have taken different paths if they’d made

different small choices. This story collection does not give

easy answers. It makes readers think more about the

complexities of human decision-making and the

consequences that can result from them.

Though What If... is still in the process of publication,

early readers and literary professionals have noticed its

thought-provoking and compelling storytelling. What If...

has classic, character-driven stories but with

contemporary relevance, and that makes it a great

addition to the genre of short fiction. The collection is

expected to be liked by a range of readers, especially

those who are fans of literary fiction.

As anticipation builds for its release, Mahar remains focused on ensuring that What If... reaches

an audience that will appreciate its themes and depth. This collection offers a fresh perspective

on the power of storytelling.

For media inquiries, interviews, or review copies, please contact Joseph Mahar at

patrobus@comcast.net or (856) 889-5718.

About the Author

Joseph Mahar is married and, with his wife, Susan, has raised five children. After obtaining his BS

degree in biology, he spent two years as a Peace Corps volunteer in Malaysia. Upon returning to

the States, he earned an MS degree from Michigan State University and a PhD from Rutgers

University, both degrees in entomology. His career of forty-two years has been consulting with

farmers raising tree fruit, field crops, and vegetables in Integrated Pest Management, as a private

consultant in Michigan, and as an employee of Rutgers University in New Jersey. He enjoys broad

areas of science, as well.

About the Book

What If... is the first book written by Joseph Mahar. It is a collection of stories, including horror,

humor, and being human. These stories came about mostly while driving between farms and



were eventually written down. Some are based on real-life events. The book’s title comes from

the two most important words involved in scientific investigations: creating inventions, forming

new theories, contemplating and planning outcomes, and, of course, writing fiction.
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