
Winter Pool Maintenance Checklist for
Louisiana Homeowners

METAIRIE, LA, UNITED STATES, January

15, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Proper

pool maintenance during the winter

months is essential to preserve its

condition and ensure a smooth

reopening when warmer weather

returns. In Louisiana’s unique climate,

even mild winters can cause issues for

pool owners if steps are not taken to

maintain the pool’s integrity. 

William Gunzburg, owner of Kingfish

Pools Inc. in Metairie, Louisiana,

emphasizes the importance of

winterizing pools to prevent

unnecessary damage and costly

repairs.

“Taking the right measures during

winter months ensures that pools

remain in excellent condition, avoiding

long-term problems that could arise from neglect,” says Gunzburg.

Key Steps for Winter Pool Maintenance

1. Clean the Pool Thoroughly

Begin by removing any debris, leaves, or other material from the water and surrounding areas.

Debris left in the pool can cause staining, clog filters, and lead to algae growth.

Skim and Vacuum: Use a pool skimmer to remove floating debris and vacuum the pool floor for

a deeper clean.

Brush Walls and Tiles: Clean pool walls and tiles to prevent buildup of algae or calcium

deposits.

2. Test and Balance Water Chemistry

Proper water chemistry is vital during the winter to avoid issues like scaling, corrosion, or algae
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blooms.

pH Levels: Ensure the pH is balanced between 7.2 and

7.6.

Alkalinity and Calcium Hardness: Adjust alkalinity to

80–120 ppm and calcium hardness to 200–400 ppm to

protect pool surfaces and equipment.

Sanitizer Levels: Maintain chlorine or other sanitizers at the

recommended levels to keep the water clean and clear.

3. Lower the Water Level

Depending on the pool’s design, it may be necessary to lower the water level below the skimmer

to prevent damage during freezing temperatures.

Avoid Draining Completely: Never drain the pool entirely, as this can cause structural damage.

Account for Rainwater: Ensure the lowered level leaves room for rainwater without risking

overflow.

4. Winterize Pool Equipment

Properly preparing pool equipment prevents freezing damage and extends its lifespan.

Drain Water from Equipment: Remove water from pumps, filters, heaters, and pipes to prevent

freezing and cracking.

Inspect Components: Check for wear and tear on seals, gaskets, and hoses, replacing any

damaged parts.

Cover and Store: Use protective covers for equipment and store portable items in a dry,

sheltered location.

5. Add Winter Chemicals

Winter pool chemicals are designed to keep water balanced and clean during the off-season.

Algaecide: Add an algaecide to prevent algae growth.

Chlorine-Free Shock: Use a shock treatment to oxidize contaminants without increasing chlorine

levels.

Scale Inhibitor: Apply a scale inhibitor to prevent mineral buildup on pool surfaces and



equipment.

6. Cover the Pool

A high-quality pool cover is one of the most effective tools for winter maintenance, protecting

the pool from debris and reducing evaporation.

Inspect the Cover: Ensure the pool cover is free of tears or weak spots.

Secure the Cover: Use proper anchors and weights to keep the cover securely in place.

Regularly Clear Debris: Remove leaves, snow, or standing water from the cover to prevent

damage.

7. Monitor the Pool During Winter

Even with a pool cover, periodic checks are essential to identify and address potential issues.

Inspect for Leaks: Look for signs of water loss, which could indicate a leak.

Maintain Equipment: Run the pump and filter periodically if the pool remains operational during

the winter.

Check for Ice Damage: During freezes, ensure water in exposed areas hasn’t expanded to

damage the structure.

Benefits of Winter Pool Maintenance

Adhering to a winter maintenance checklist offers several key advantages for pool owners:

Prevent Structural Damage: Avoid cracks, leaks, or other issues caused by freezing water or

neglected upkeep.

Protect Equipment: Preserve pumps, filters, heaters, and other components by preparing them

for winter conditions.

Maintain Water Quality: Keep water balanced to simplify reopening in the spring.

Save Money: Reduce repair and replacement costs by addressing issues proactively.

Louisiana’s Unique Climate Considerations

Louisiana’s relatively mild winters pose specific challenges for pool maintenance. The

combination of high humidity, fluctuating temperatures, and occasional freezes requires careful

attention to water chemistry and equipment protection.



Final Thoughts

Proper winter pool maintenance ensures the longevity and functionality of pools, even in

Louisiana’s unpredictable winter weather. By following a comprehensive checklist, homeowners

can protect their investments and enjoy a seamless transition back to swimming season. Regular

monitoring, cleaning, and preparation are key to keeping pools in top condition, regardless of the

season.
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