
Diane F. Grannum Introduces a
Comprehensive Guide to Enhance Pre-K
Programs

Creating The Universe Universal

Pre-K In The New York City Public

school System 1995-2007

NEW YORK CITY, NY, UNITED STATES, January 23, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Educators, parents, and caregivers

passionate about shaping the formative years of young

children now have a crucial new resource. Diane F.

Grannum’s book, Creating The Universe: Universal Pre-

Kindergarten in The New York City Public School System

(1995-2007), takes you on an inspiring journey that offers

an actionable roadmap for creating and sustaining high-

quality Pre-K programs, which can change children’s lives

and strengthen families.

Grannum draws from her critical role in developing and

overseeing more than 100 Pre-K programs in New York

City public schools, a decade-long initiative that

successfully placed 50,000 four-year-olds every year into

structured educational environments. Focusing on the

critical early years of development, she shares insights,

strategies, and personal experiences that highlight the

profound impact of Universal Pre-K (UPK) on children’s

long-term success in life.

“In my 30 years as an educator across various grade

levels, I found Pre-K programs to have the most lasting

impact—not just on children, but on families and communities as a whole,” says Grannum. “This

book is a tribute to the power of early childhood education and a call to action for educators,

parents, and policymakers to invest in the future of our youngest learners.”

Blending practical guidance with developmental theories from prominent scholars like Abraham

Maslow, Jean Piaget, and Erik Erikson, Creating The Universe equips teachers, administrators,

and caregivers with the tools to unlock a child’s potential. The book also highlights the challenges

of creating equitable access to Pre-K programs, especially for underserved communities, and

offers solutions based on Grannum’s hands-on experience.

http://www.einpresswire.com


Diane Grannum

Grannum’s career trajectory highlights her expertise

and passion. Starting as a teacher’s assistant at age

16, she rose to become the Region 9 Director of

Early Childhood Education for New York City. From

1995 to 2007, she led efforts to expand UPK

programs across 60 public schools and 40

community-based organizations, shaping a new

grade level that became a cornerstone of NYC’s

educational landscape.

A Critical Resource for Educators and Caregivers

The book explores early childhood education's

social, emotional, and cognitive benefits, which are

supported by Grannum’s experience and research. It

also addresses pressing issues such as the high cost

and limited availability of quality Pre-K programs,

offering readers practical tools to identify and

implement effective early learning initiatives.

“Preschool is not just the start of a child’s

educational journey,” Grannum emphasizes. “It lays the foundation for emotional resilience,

social intelligence, and academic achievement, setting children on a path to lifelong success.”

Grannum’s unique blend of biography, academic analysis, and hands-on advice makes Creating

The Universe an engaging and essential read for educators, Pre-K staff, and parents alike. 

This book highlights Universal Pre-K’s real-world impact and honors the collaborative efforts

behind its success. It aims to inspire its readers to champion early education as a fundamental

right for all children.

Creating The Universe: Universal Pre-Kindergarten in The New York City Public School System

(1995-2007) is now available on Amazon.

About Diane F. Grannum

Diane F. Grannum is a seasoned educator and administrator with over 30 years of experience in

early childhood education. She holds degrees in liberal arts, special education, supervision and

administration, and multiple professional licenses. Grannum has dedicated her career to

advocating for equitable access to quality education and mentoring educators, caregivers, and

families to prioritize the needs of young children.
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