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Legal Considerations for Lane-Splitting
Motorcyclists in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
January 22, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Lane-splitting, the practice of a
motorcyclist maneuvering between
lanes of slow-moving or stopped traffic,
is a contentious issue in the United
States. While legal in some states, such
as California, Louisiana has no explicit
legislation permitting or prohibiting
lane-splitting. This gray area raises
qguestions about liability, safety, and

the legal rights of motorcyclists
involved in accidents while lane-
splitting.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana, provides insight into

the legal implications of lane-splitting and the factors motorcyclists should consider to protect
themselves on the road. The firm, led by Morrow along with John Michael Morrow, Jr., and

Lane-splitting is not
explicitly addressed in
Louisiana’s traffic laws,
making it neither clearly
legal nor outright illegal.
This lack of clarity can create
complications...”

William P. Morrow

Key Legal Points:

Stephen M. Morrow, handles a wide range of injury-related
cases, including those involving motorcycle accidents.

Understanding Lane-Splitting in Louisiana

"Lane-splitting is not explicitly addressed in Louisiana'’s
traffic laws, making it neither clearly legal nor outright
illegal. This lack of clarity can create complications for
motorcyclists and other road users," explains Morrow. In
the event of an accident, determining liability often hinges
on factors such as speed, positioning, and adherence to
general traffic regulations.

No Explicit Law: Louisiana does not have specific statutes governing lane-splitting, leaving much

to interpretation.

General Traffic Laws Apply: Motorcyclists are required to follow the same rules of the road as
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other vehicles, including maintaining
safe speeds and avoiding reckless
behavior.

Perception of Fault: In accidents
involving lane-splitting, insurance
companies and courts may scrutinize
whether the motorcyclist's actions
contributed to the collision.

Liability in Lane-Splitting Accidents
Accidents involving lane-splitting often
result in disputes over liability. Louisiana follows a comparative negligence system, meaning fault
is assigned as a percentage between all parties involved. Even if a motorcyclist is partially at
fault, they may still recover damages, but the recovery amount is reduced by their degree of
responsibility.

Factors Influencing Liability:

Speed of the Motorcyclist: Excessive speed while lane-splitting can increase the likelihood of
being found at fault. Courts often evaluate whether the motorcyclist's speed was appropriate for
the traffic conditions.

Actions of Other Drivers: Drivers changing lanes without signaling or checking blind spots may
be held liable for accidents involving lane-splitting motorcyclists.

Adherence to Traffic Flow: Lane-splitting motorcyclists who maneuver erratically or fail to
anticipate the movements of other vehicles may be deemed negligent.

Road and Weather Conditions: Slippery roads, poor visibility, or construction zones can further
complicate assessments of fault.

Legal Rights of Motorcyclists

Motorcyclists have the same legal rights as drivers of other vehicles, including the right to
compensation for injuries, medical expenses, and property damage resulting from accidents
caused by another party. However, the ambiguous status of lane-splitting in Louisiana can
present challenges.

Steps to Protect Legal Rights:

Document the Scene: Photographs, videos, and witness statements can provide crucial evidence
in establishing fault.

Obtain a Police Report: An official accident report can help clarify the circumstances surrounding
the collision.

Seek Immediate Medical Attention: Prompt medical care not only ensures health and safety but
also establishes a record of injury for potential legal claims.

Safety Considerations for Lane-Splitting Motorcyclists



While lane-splitting can reduce congestion and save time, it comes with significant safety risks.
Motorcyclists who choose to lane-split should prioritize their safety and the safety of others.

Tips for Safer Lane-Splitting:

Maintain Moderate Speeds: Avoid exceeding the speed of surrounding traffic by more than 10-15
mph.

Be Visible: Wearing brightly colored gear and using headlights can increase visibility to other
drivers.

Avoid Blind Spots: Stay out of areas where drivers are less likely to see motorcycles, such as
directly alongside large trucks.

Stay Alert: Anticipate sudden lane changes, door openings, or debris in the road.

The Role of Comparative Negligence in Louisiana

In Louisiana, comparative negligence allows for shared fault in an accident. For example, if a
motorcyclist is found 30% at fault for an accident while lane-splitting, they can recover 70% of
the total damages. This system emphasizes the importance of presenting a strong case to
minimize the percentage of assigned fault.

Recommendations for Motorcyclists and Drivers
Clear communication and mutual awareness between motorcyclists and drivers are key to
reducing accidents. Both parties should:

Signal Intentions: Use turn signals consistently to convey lane changes or turns.

Check Blind Spots: Drivers should remain vigilant for motorcycles, particularly in heavy traffic.
Respect Space: Motorcyclists should avoid crowding vehicles, while drivers should allow room for
safe passage.

Conclusion

Lane-splitting remains a complex and debated topic in Louisiana. The lack of explicit legislation
governing the practice creates challenges for motorcyclists seeking to navigate traffic safely and
for drivers sharing the road. Understanding liability, adhering to traffic laws, and prioritizing
safety are critical for all parties involved.

Motorcyclists are encouraged to stay informed about their rights and responsibilities while on
the road. By taking proactive measures, they can minimize risks and navigate the legal
complexities that may arise in the event of an accident.
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