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Horizontal Directional Drilling Market

Rising demand for infrastructure and

utility projects, along with HDD tech

advancements, is driving the Horizontal

Directional Drilling Market growth.

AUSTIN, TX, UNITED STATES, January

28, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

Horizontal Directional Drilling Market

size was valued at USD 7.56 Billion in

2023. It is anticipated to be valued at

USD 24.41 Billion by the year 2032,

showing a growth rate of 13.91% CAGR

during the forecasting period from

2024 to 2032.

Advancements in Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) Market: Transforming Underground

Installations for Sustainable Infrastructure and Energy Solutions

The Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) market has evolved significantly over recent years,

driven by advancements in technology and an increasing need for efficient and sustainable

underground installation methods. HDD has become the preferred solution for laying pipelines,

cables, and conduits without disrupting the surface, making it ideal for urban and

environmentally sensitive areas. This technique is gaining traction across industries such as

construction, telecommunications, and energy, particularly in offshore oil and gas exploration,

where traditional drilling methods are less viable. The market has seen a surge in demand due to

the growing focus on renewable energy sources and the expansion of infrastructure projects

worldwide. As governments and businesses prioritize cleaner and more sustainable energy

solutions, HDD technology is being increasingly adopted for tasks such as the installation of

renewable energy systems and the construction of energy-efficient infrastructure.

Get a Sample Report of Horizontal Directional Drilling
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Key Players: 

• Charles Machines Works, Inc. (Ditch Witch)

• Barbco, Inc.

• Toro Company

• Vermeer Corporation

• Vmt Gmbh Gesellschaft Für Vermessungstechnik

• Laney Directional Drilling Co.

• Inrock Drilling Systems Ellingson Companies

• Laney Directional Drilling Co.

• Mclaughlin Group, Inc.

• American Augers, Inc.

• Schlumberger Limited

The growing demand for infrastructure is fueling the Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) market

due to its cost-effectiveness, environmental benefits, and ability to handle complex terrains.

The growing need for infrastructure development, including new pipelines, utilities, and

telecommunication networks, is significantly boosting the market for Horizontal Directional

Drilling (HDD). As cities expand and new technologies emerge, the demand for reliable and

efficient underground installations increases. HDD provides a cost-effective solution by

minimizing the disruption to existing structures, roads, and landscapes. It also offers an

environmentally friendly approach by reducing surface-level excavation and the potential for

damage to the ecosystem.

Dominant Market Trends in Drilling Technology: Rotary Steerable Systems and Rigs Lead the Way

in 2023

By Technique: The Rotary Steerable Systems (RSS) segment dominated with the market share

over 64% in 2023. This technology provides real-time steering, allowing drilling contractors to

precisely follow borehole paths, even in challenging conditions. By offering enhanced control

and accuracy, RSS reduces the risk of errors and costly rework, leading to lower operating costs.

By Parts: The rigs segment dominated with the market share over 34% in 2023, driven by the

increasing demand for Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) rigs in underground utility

installations. These rigs are essential for installing pipelines, cables, and conduits, which are

crucial for infrastructure development. The growth of this segment is particularly noticeable in

industries like construction and telecommunications, where efficient and reliable underground

installations are in high demand.

Market Segmentation and Sub-Segmentation Included are:

By Technique



• Conventional

• Rotary Steerable System

By Parts

• Rigs

• Pipes

• Bits

• Reamers

By Machine

• Mini

• Midi

• Maxi

By Application

• On-shore

• Off-shore

By Machine Type

• Utility vibratory plow

• Utility tractor

• Pile driver

• Foundation machines

• Boring machines

• Others

By Tooling

• Transition Rods

• HDD Drill Rods

• HDD Paddle Bits

• HDD Drive Collars, Chucks, and Subs

• HDD Swivels & Pulling Equipment

• Others

By End User

• Oil and Gas Excavation

• Utility

• Telecommunication

• Others
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North America Leads the HDD Market in 2023, While Asia-Pacific Eyes Rapid Growth Driven by

Renewable Energy and Infrastructure Expansion

North America region dominated with the market share over 38% in 2023. This dominance is

primarily attributed to the increasing reliance on liquid fuels, as highlighted by the U.S. Energy

Information Administration (EIA). The region’s energy needs drive the demand for advanced

drilling technologies. Additionally, a surge in infrastructure and utility projects, particularly in the

oil and gas sectors, has fueled the need for reliable HDD solutions. These ongoing infrastructure

developments and the focus on energy infrastructure growth contribute to a robust market

demand for HDD equipment and services in North America, reinforcing the region’s leadership in

the sector.

The Asia-Pacific region is expected to experience rapid growth in the Horizontal Directional

Drilling (HDD) market in the coming years. A significant factor driving this growth is China’s

transition toward renewable energy sources, which increases the demand for efficient drilling

technologies. Moreover, substantial investments in telecommunications infrastructure,

particularly in the expansion of 4G and 5G networks, are expected to propel the need for HDD

solutions.

Recent Developments

• In October 2024: OCU Group acquired Peter McCormack & Sons, a Northern Ireland-based firm

specializing in Horizontal Directional Drilling. This acquisition strengthens OCU’s capabilities in

the HDD market, particularly in the energy and telecommunications sectors. The company will

continue to operate under its existing name and retain its staff.

• In March 2023: Elvaan Equipment Solutions, a contractor of Horizontal Directional Drilling,

announced its expansion into the North American market. The company began supplying and

distributing HDD machines and tools in Greater Toronto, Canada, to meet the growing demand

for HDD solutions in the region.

• In January 2024: SLB and Nabors Industries announced a strategic partnership to advance

automated drilling solutions. The collaboration focuses on integrating SLB’s PRECISE and Nabors’

SmartROS systems to enhance well construction efficiency. This partnership is expected to offer

cutting-edge drilling capabilities, including Neuro autonomous directional drilling, and expand

access to automation technologies across the HDD industry.
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About Us:

SNS Insider is a global leader in market research and consulting, shaping the future of the

industry. Our mission is to empower clients with the insights they need to thrive in dynamic

environments. Utilizing advanced methodologies such as surveys, video interviews, and focus
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groups, we provide up-to-date, accurate market intelligence and consumer insights, ensuring

you make confident, informed decisions.
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