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January 29, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Grace Larson presents a compelling

story of Grant Hamilton, a man shaped

by circumstances, choices, and a

turbulent environment, in The Making

of a Con. This nonfiction work reveals

profound challenges and harsh

realities within the American prison

system, as narrated through the words

of Hamilton.

Born in 1940 on a sheep ranch in

Montana, Grace Larson offers a unique perspective on the subject. A tenure as an inmate paint

crew supervisor at Montana State Prison in the 1970s provided unparalleled insights into the

lives of convicts. Among the crew of 11 men was Edwin Grant “Pappy” Hamilton, whose journey

from a promising lineage to a life of crime became a source of fascination. This book captures a

poignant story with authenticity and nuance.

A Life Unraveled

The Making of a Con is not a story of a hardened criminal but of a man unprepared for societal

challenges thrust upon him. Hamilton’s upbringing as the son and grandson of physicians starkly

contrasts a trajectory into a world of criminality and incarceration. The narrative explores

struggles with alcoholism, service as a civilian upholsterer in Vietnam, and experiences in some

of the most notorious prisons, including Deer Lodge, Rawlins, Leavenworth, McNeil Island, and

Angola. The book vividly recounts time in Angola during the early 1940s, a period marked by

rampant prisoner abuse and a culture of silence. The story sheds light on systemic issues and

personal battles faced by those ensnared in the justice system.

A Story of Humanity Amid Hardship

Through 20 chapters detailing life before uncovering the circumstances of a father’s death,

Hamilton’s words reveal a man caught in a cycle of despair and survival. Despite a harsh

http://www.einpresswire.com


environment, The Making of a Con underscores the humanity of individuals often dismissed by

society. This work is a testament to the resilience of the human spirit and the importance of

compassion in even the most unforgiving settings.

Critical Acclaim and Reader Testimonials

The Making of a Con has garnered praise for a gripping narrative and emotional depth:

•  "This book will leave readers with so many tangled emotions! Impossible to put down!" –

Sharon Borla

•  "An outstanding book... It will take readers into the troubles of a man pushed into being a con."

– Jo DeHony

Readers have noted the book’s ability to evoke empathy and challenge preconceived notions

about the incarcerated.

A Story That Resonates

With a focus on themes of redemption, resilience, and the human condition, The Making of a

Con appeals to a broad audience, including teens, young adults, professionals, parents, and

educators. High school and prison libraries are encouraged to add this thought-provoking title to

collections.

About Grace Larson

Grace Baker Larson’s upbringing on a sheep ranch provided resilience and versatility that

defined a career. A groundbreaking role as a female inmate supervisor in a male-dominated field

inspired this book. Larson has also achieved recognition for the screenplay Once In A Lifetime

Comes A Man, earning accolades at the Chicago Indie Film Awards and the LA Independent

Women Film Awards.

Availability

Film Awards and the LA Independent Women Film Awards.

Availability

The Making of a Con is available for purchase on Amazon.

More information about Grace Larson and published works is available at:

https://gracelarsonauthor.com/BOOK/

This captivating story is not just about one man’s fall but also about the complex societal forces

that shape lives. The Making of a Con invites readers to see beyond the criminal and discover the
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person within.
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