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Dr. Julie Vitale, Superintendent of Oceanside
Unified, Honored as 2025 ERDI Resilient
Leader Award Recipient

ERDI honors Dr. Julie Vitale with the 2025
Resilient Leader Award for her
courageous leadership, advocacy, and
commitment to equity in education.

2025 AWARD RECIPIENT

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, February
5, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
Education Research & Development
Institute (ERDI) is honored to announce
. . . DR. JULIE VITALE

Dr. Julie Vitale, Superintendent of SUPERINTENDENT

OCEANSIDE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Oceanside Unified School District in
Oceanside, California, as the 2025
recipient of the Resilient Leader
Award.

Established in 2024, the Resilient Leader Award recognizes extraordinary TK-12 leaders who
exhibit unparalleled courage, integrity, and effective leadership while navigating the complexities
of the educational landscape. Dr. Vitale exemplifies these qualities through her steadfast
commitment to creating safe and inclusive environments for all students, especially during times
of heightened community tension.

A beacon of hope for LGBTQ+ students, Dr. Vitale has championed equity, inclusivity, and the
well-being of all students in her district. Her leadership has been marked by tireless advocacy for
marginalized groups, even amidst tremendous scrutiny and challenging behavior from some
members of her community. Dr. Vitale has consistently risen above adversity, fostering
understanding and prioritizing the needs of children and families.

Beyond her local impact, Dr. Vitale is a recognized leader at the state level, where she actively
contributes to shaping policies and practices that benefit students and educators across
California. Her dedication, resilience, and visionary approach have earned her accolades as a
trailblazer in public education.

In recognition of her exemplary leadership, Dr. Vitale will be awarded a prestigious full-ride
master's-level scholarship, sponsored by the American College of Education. Through an


http://www.einpresswire.com

application process, this scholarship will be granted to an emerging leader within Oceanside
Unified School District, furthering the district's commitment to cultivating the next generation of
educational leaders.

"Dr. Julie Vitale embodies the essence of the Resilient Leader Award," said Dr. Jennifer Ferrari,
CEO of ERDI. "Her unwavering dedication to equity and her courage in the face of adversity
inspire us all. Dr. Vitale’s work stands as a testament to the power of leadership that is rooted in
empathy, inclusion, and a relentless pursuit of what is just."

Dr. Vitale reflects on her approach to leadership, saying, "True leadership means standing firm in
the face of opposition while ensuring every student feels seen, valued, and empowered. Public
education is not just a profession—it is a promise to serve all children, regardless of their
circumstances."

Join us in celebrating Dr. Julie Vitale’s remarkable achievements and in recognizing her as a
symbol of hope, resilience, and transformative leadership in education.

About ERDI

For 40 years, The Education Research and Development Institute (ERDI) has been a leader in
educational innovation, uniting district and industry leaders from across the nation to address
the most pressing challenges in PK-12 education. Driven by action and guided by a shared
commitment to equity and excellence for all children, ERDI contributes to shaping the future of
education through cutting-edge research, strategic development, and meaningful dialogue. For
more information about ERDI and its initiatives, visit www.erdius.org.

About American College of Education

American College of Education (ACE) is an accredited, fully online college specializing in high-
quality, affordable programs in education, business, leadership, healthcare and nursing.
Headquartered in Indianapolis, ACE offers more than 60 innovative and engaging programs for
adult students to pursue a doctorate, specialist, master’s or bachelor’s degree, along with
graduate-level certificate programs. In addition to being a leader in online education, ACE is a
Certified B Corporation and part of a global movement to use the power of business to solve
social and environmental problems.
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