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Reverend Dr. Larry A. Golemon of the
Washington Theological Consortium Recently
Featured on Close Up Radio

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,
February 4, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Reverend Dr. Larry A. Golemon,
Executive Director of the Washington
Theological Consortium, continues to
guide a significant ecumenical and
interfaith collaboration among ten
graduate theological schools and other
institutes in the vibrant and diverse
Washington, D.C. area. As a recognized
figure in both theological education
and interfaith dialogue, Dr. Golemon
brings a wealth of experience fostering
unity among diverse Christian
traditions and furthering inter-religious
understanding, marking his tenure
with powerful initiatives and visionary
leadership.

The Washington Theological

Consortium serves as a platform for fostering dialogue and education among theological schools
representing Roman Catholic, Eastern Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopal, Methodist, Reformed,
Baptist, and historically Black divinity schools, including the one at Howard University. These
diverse institutions continue the legacy of the first graduate schools in America, which were
devoted to clergy education. They continue the long tradition of professional-level education for
religious leadership, shaping ordained and lay leaders who can serve not only religious
communities but also areas of civil society, ranging from education to the media.

Advancing Christian Unity and Interfaith Dialogue
Dr. Golemon'’s leadership emphasizes strengthening ecumenical relationships by focusing on

shared missions, mutual understanding, and acts of unity among Christian churches and
denominations, including the recent expansion to Eastern Catholic and evangelical institutions.


http://www.einpresswire.com

In addition, Dr. Golemon has expanded
interfaith outreach with Jewish and
Muslim partners to spearhead
comprehensive dialogue that respects
and explores religious commonalities
and differences. This collaboration
helps equip future priests, pastors,
educators, rabbis, and imams—to
become influential leaders in religious
communities and public sectors.

Educational Innovation and
Collaboration

A notable achievement of Dr.
Golemon'’s tenure has been to expand
specialized certificates of study that
draw on the collective expertise of
faculty across multiple member
schools. In addition to continuing the
earlier certificates in Christian
ecumenism and Muslim-Christian
studies, he has worked with colleagues
to develop new programs in theology
and ecology, criminal justice and
reconciliation, and ecumenical
spirituality. These innovative programs
offer students a robust curriculum that
no single institution can offer alone,
and they help students develop the
specialized knowledge and skills
necessary for effective leadership in a
nation of growing religious and cultural
pluralism.

Specialized programs designed during
Dr. Golemon'’s service provide students
with immersive experiences, such as
the “inside-out” courses conducted
within incarceration facilities, ecology and theology courses in Appalachia and on the Anaconstia
river, and visits to houses of worship in Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities. The newest
inclusion, a certificate of study in ecumenical spirituality, explores the convergence of spiritual
disciplines from many Christian and interfaith traditions so that students can be spiritual leaders




or chaplains in various communities, including hospitals, schools and the military.
Public Engagement and Response to Contemporary Challenges

The Consortium’s commitment to public education is underscored by its diverse array of public
lectures addressing topics such as inter-religious dialogue and peace building, Christian unity,
Muslim-Christian relations, and fostering interfaith leadership. These events draw a blend of
scholars, religious leaders, and lay participants, creating dynamic spaces for public debate and
learning on critical issues like women in Islam and Christianity, religious nationalism among the
faiths, recovering from white supremacy in the U.S., religious literacy in the professions. and
more.

The Consortium recently garnered attention for its Dialogue of the Abrahamic Faiths programs in
Philadelphia, which convene Christian, Muslim, and Jewish seminary students each year for an
intensive week of shared study and dialogue. This initiative is especially vital following tensions in
the Middle East, emphasizing the need for bridges of understanding and cooperation among
faith leaders for a peaceful future.

Navigating the Future in Challenging Times

Amid the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Golemon ensured that the
Consortium adapted efficiently, by helping students transition to online platforms while
maintaining access to library and other academic resources. His leadership underscored the
importance of educational resilience, supporting students and faculty with adaptive strategies
necessary to continue meaningful theological education during unprecedented times.

Looking Ahead: Continuing the Legacy of Unity and Understanding

As Dr. Golemon continues to lead the Washington Theological Consortium, his efforts focus on
deepening interfaith cooperation and expanding the Consortium'’s impact in both academia and
public life. He remains dedicated to nurturing a new generation of faith leaders who are
prepared to engage with complex social issues and foster inclusive communities grounded in
shared values and mutual respect.

About the Washington Theological Consortium

The Washington Theological Consortium is a groundbreaking coalition of theological schools
striving for Christian unity and vibrant interfaith dialogue. It provides a unified platform for
academic excellence, public events, and a shared commitment to cultivating religious leaders
who contribute to the betterment of society at large.

Close Up Radio recently featured Reverend Dr. Larry A. Golemon in an interview with Doug
Llewelyn on Tuesday, January 28th at 3pm EST



Listen to the Podcast

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/close-up-radio-spotlights-reverend-dr-larry-
a/id1785721253?i=1000686743889

https://www.iheart.com/podcast/269-close-up-radio-242020413/episode/close-up-radio-
spotlights-reverend-dr-262493897/

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2gAGANBTHuU3d|NjZjylFgW

For more information about Reverend Dr. Larry A. Golemon or the Washington Theological
Consortium, please visit https://washtheocon.org/
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