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SciScore and bioRxiv Launch New Key
Resource Tables for Preprints, Pioneering New
Era of Reproducibility & Transparency

Surfacing reagents and resources

SAN DIEGO, CA, UNITED STATES, ©%. bioRxiv
February 4, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- T
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ambitious plan to improve research
reproducibility, SciScore, is excited to
announce the successful
implementation of structured Key
Resource tables for preprints, funded by
the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative (CZI).
Now available for all bioRxiv preprints,
these tables provide clear, accessible
information on research resources used
in studies—advancing transparency and e
linking critical materials to Research e

Resource ldentifiers (RRIDs) that S
enhance resource findability. e
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SciScore

, Key Resource Table on bioRxiv
Through CZI's support, SciScore has

leveraged automated methods to

address long-standing reproducibility issues stemming from underspecified research resources.
Studies frequently lack detailed descriptions of essential materials, such as antibodies and cell
lines, impeding reproducibility and potentially costing the research community millions
(Freedman et al., 2015). The new Key Resource tables offer an accessible format where authors
can list and link key materials directly to unique identifiers, ensuring their work is easier to
replicate and understand.

SciScore's technology scans preprints for research resources, protocols, databases, and software
tools, identifying and matching them to unique RRIDs. When authors include RRIDs in their
manuscripts, these identifiers automatically populate the Resource table. For resources without
RRIDs, SciScore suggests the closest match, providing an easy pathway for authors to add
precise identifiers. Additionally, the tables link to associated protocols and databases, creating a


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.sciscore.com
https://chanzuckerberg.com/science/programs-resources/open-science/sharingplatforms/scicrunch/
https://connect.biorxiv.org/news/

rich network of linked data that makes
scientific research more accessible and
reusable.

An initial review of the January 2024
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preprints on bioRxiv revealed that 80%
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of the 4,133 preprints included
uniquely identifiable Key Resources
with an RRID. Among the 12,160 Key
Resources identified across 3,378
preprints, 63% were Tools, 13% e
Antibodies, 7% Plasmids, 7% Cell Lines,

and 5% Organisms. A more in-depth
analysis is planned for a later phase.

Reviews and context box on bioRxiv

“We are thrilled to see this project
come to fruition,” said Dario -
Taraborelli, Science Program Officer at SC I Sco re -& —
CZI. “Structured resource tables
enhance the way researchers . .
document and share their work and b l O R lv Chan
they will provide a valuable tool for X chket:berg
authors and readers alike, significantly THE PREPRINT SERVER FOR Blolocy  11N1t1AtIVE &
improving the transparency and
reproducibility of preprints.”
SciScore, bioRxiv and CZI
Richard Sever, Co-Founder of bioRxiv,
added, “Extracting details of reagents
and linking them in this way increases transparency and represents a significant advance
towards making research more reproducible. Building the SciScore tool into the bioRxiv
dashboard to help achieve this is a real step forward.”

The Resource tables are enriched with schema.org elements for enhanced search indexing,
making them discoverable by both researchers and search engines. Each table includes links to
RRIDs.org, driving engagement with the resources and offering a model that can assist other
journals in adopting similar frameworks for resource identification.

All code developed in this project is openly available under an MIT licence. RRID data extracted
from preprints will be shared under a CCO licence, promoting continued transparency and

innovation in research.

Example page: https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.02.01.578381v1



https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/2024.02.01.578381v1

Extracting details of
reagents and linking them in
this way increases
transparency and
represents a significant
advance towards making
research more
reproducible.”
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/782914359

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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