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When to Upgrade Poultry Trailers: Key Signs
for Poultry Companies

PHILADELPHIA, MS, UNITED STATES,
February 6, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Poultry companies, especially those
operating in the leading production
states like North Carolina, Georgia,
Arkansas, Alabama, Texas, and
Mississippi, face constant pressure to
maintain efficiency while ensuring the
well-being of the flock. One critical
piece of equipment that plays a major
role in both productivity and animal
care is the poultry live haul trailer.
These trailers are essential for transporting poultry from farms to processing plants, but over
time, even the best equipment can show signs of wear and may no longer serve the needs of a
growing operation. Recognizing when it's time to upgrade a poultry trailer can improve both
operational efficiency and animal welfare.
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Poultry live haul trailers are
an investment that directly
impacts the productivity and
quality of poultry
operations.”

Dwayne Walker, founder of Walker Poultry Trailers,
explains the importance of recognizing these signs.
“Poultry live haul trailers are an investment that directly
impacts the productivity and quality of poultry operations.
ldentifying when to upgrade can prevent costly downtime
and improve the safety of both the birds and those
handling them,” says Walker.

Dwayne Walker

1. Increased Maintenance Costs

As poultry companies grow and increase their haul frequency, trailers endure heavy wear and
tear. While regular maintenance is crucial for extending the life of a trailer, there comes a point
when constant repairs become financially inefficient. Frequent breakdowns and costly repairs
indicate that a trailer may be reaching the end of its useful life.

“Maintenance costs are often a sign that it's time to upgrade,” says Walker. “If repairs become
more frequent and more expensive, it might be more cost-effective to invest in a new trailer than
to continue pouring money into an aging one.”
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For poultry companies, the cost of
maintaining older equipment can
quickly exceed the investment in new
trailers that are more efficient and
require less frequent repairs.

2. Lack of Efficiency in Transporting
Large Flocks

With the demand for poultry products WAL KER POULT RY TRAILERS

continuously increasing, companies in LIVEHAUL& LOWBOYS

high-producing states like Georgia and
Texas may need trailers that can y

handle larger flocks with greater
efficiency. Older trailers may not be
equipped to handle the current
demands, leading to slower transport
times, increased labor costs, and potential delays.

“Upgrading to a more modern poultry trailer can significantly improve transport times, reducing
the overall time spent on the road,” Walker adds. “Modern trailers are designed with better space
management and higher capacity, which allows companies to move larger quantities of poultry
in a more efficient manner.”

Efficiency is not just about speed; it's about maximizing each trip to minimize operational costs
and increase productivity.

3. Decreased Bird Welfare During Transport

The well-being of poultry during transport is a top priority for any poultry company.
Overcrowding, improper ventilation, or unsafe conditions in older trailers can stress the birds
and lead to higher mortality rates. If a trailer is not equipped with modern features designed to
improve air circulation, temperature regulation, or comfort, the stress levels of the flock can
increase.

“Ensuring that poultry is transported safely and comfortably is not just a legal and ethical
obligation, but it's also a matter of productivity,” Walker explains. “Birds that are transported
under better conditions tend to arrive at processing plants in better shape, leading to better
overall yields.”

If a trailer no longer meets modern standards for bird welfare or if there is evidence of high bird
mortality during transport, it is crucial for poultry companies to consider an upgrade.

4. Changes in Regulations and Compliance



Poultry companies must comply with various transportation regulations, which can evolve over
time. If a trailer no longer meets the latest regulatory standards for safety or environmental
protection, it's time to upgrade. Newer trailers are built with advanced features that comply with
current industry standards, including those set by agencies such as the USDA, APHIS, and local
state regulations.

“Regulatory compliance is an area that many poultry companies overlook until it's too late,”
Walker points out. “Investing in an upgraded trailer ensures that companies avoid penalties or
the costs associated with failing to meet compliance standards.”

A trailer that complies with the latest regulations not only avoids legal pitfalls but also boosts
operational confidence.

5. Ineffective Fuel Efficiency

Poultry trailers are often part of a larger fleet used for long hauls, and fuel costs can add up
quickly. Older trailers may not be as fuel-efficient as newer models, which could result in higher
operating costs. Upgrading to a more fuel-efficient trailer can reduce costs and increase the
profitability of each trip.

“Fuel efficiency is a key consideration, especially in large-scale operations that cover vast
distances,” says Walker. “Newer models come with better aerodynamics, lighter materials, and
more efficient engines that reduce fuel consumption.”

Companies that are committed to sustainability and cost efficiency should evaluate the fuel
consumption of their trailers and consider upgrading if older models are consuming more fuel
than necessary.

6. Lack of Modern Technology Features

Technology in poultry trailers has come a long way. Newer models come equipped with features
that enhance monitoring and control over the transport process. For example, temperature
sensors, GPS tracking, and real-time monitoring of bird health can improve both the safety and
efficiency of the journey. Trailers without these modern features may not provide the level of
control needed for optimal operations.

“Adding technology features like GPS tracking and live temperature control can make a huge
difference in the efficiency and effectiveness of the hauling process,” Walker explains. “This
technology also enables better communication between the transport team and the processing
plant, which leads to better scheduling and improved overall logistics.”

For poultry companies looking to streamline their operations and reduce errors, incorporating
advanced technology into their trailers is a step in the right direction.

7. Poor Driver Experience



When a trailer is difficult to operate or has outdated features, it can lead to driver fatigue and
even accidents. Poor visibility, inadequate loading and unloading mechanisms, or outdated
suspension systems can all contribute to an unsafe and uncomfortable driving experience.

“Upgrading trailers not only helps poultry companies improve operational efficiency but also
contributes to the safety and comfort of their drivers,” says Walker. “Modern trailers are
designed with the driver’s needs in mind, making their jobs easier and reducing the likelihood of
accidents.”

Ensuring a safe and comfortable driving environment can help reduce turnover and improve
driver retention.

Conclusion

Poultry companies in top-producing states like North Carolina, Georgia, Arkansas, Alabama,
Texas, and Mississippi rely on efficient, reliable poultry trailers to ensure the smooth transport of
birds from farms to processing plants. Recognizing the signs that it's time to upgrade a poultry
trailer can help companies improve efficiency, reduce costs, and ensure compliance with
regulations, all while enhancing the well-being of the flock.

By investing in newer, more efficient trailers, poultry companies can keep pace with growing
demand while maintaining high standards of care for the birds. A timely upgrade can result in
better long-term profitability, reduced operational costs, and improved overall productivity.
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