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Understanding Liability in Accidents Involving
Electric Scooters in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
February 7, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
As the popularity of electric scooters
continues to rise across Louisiana,
particularly in urban areas, concerns
surrounding accidents and liability are
becoming increasingly relevant. Electric
scooters offer a convenient mode of
transportation, but they also present
potential risks, especially when
accidents occur. Understanding the
legal implications of such accidents is
essential for both scooter riders and
other parties involved.

Stephen M. Morrow, a lawyer at
Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas,
Louisiana, provides insight into the
legal considerations of accidents
involving electric scooters. “Accidents
involving electric scooters are not just
limited to those who ride them.
Pedestrians, other vehicles, and property owners may also be affected, which is why
understanding liability in these cases is crucial,” says Morrow.

The Growing Presence of Electric Scooters

In recent years, electric scooters have become a popular
“ alternative to traditional vehicles in cities across Louisiana.
Many cities, including New Orleans, Baton Rouge, and
Lafayette, have seen an increase in scooter-sharing
programs that allow people to rent scooters for short trips.
While the convenience of electric scooters cannot be
denied, their rapid rise has introduced new challenges in
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The question of liability becomes especially important when an accident occurs involving a
scooter. Who is responsible for the damages? Is it the scooter rider, the scooter rental company,
a property owner, or another driver? Morrow explains that there are multiple parties who could
be held liable depending on the circumstances surrounding the accident.

Who Can Be Held Liable?

Liability in scooter accidents is not always clear-cut. Different scenarios can result in different
parties being held responsible. These include the scooter rider, the scooter rental company,
other drivers, and even property owners.

The Scooter Rider: In some cases, the rider may be held liable for the accident if they were
negligent or violated traffic laws. For example, if a rider fails to follow traffic signals, rides on the
wrong side of the road, or operates the scooter recklessly, they could be held responsible for any
resulting injuries or property damage.

The Scooter Rental Company: In cases where the scooter was rented through a scooter-sharing
service, the rental company may also bear some responsibility. Morrow notes that scooter rental
companies often have specific terms and conditions that riders must agree to before renting.
These agreements may include clauses that limit the company’s liability in certain situations.
However, if the scooter was defective or poorly maintained, the rental company could be held
liable for injuries caused by malfunctioning equipment.

Other Drivers: In accidents where an electric scooter rider collides with a car or another motor
vehicle, the driver of the vehicle may be held liable if they were negligent. For instance, if the
driver failed to yield the right of way or was distracted while driving, they may be responsible for
the damages caused by the accident.

Property Owners: Property owners may also be held accountable in some cases. If a scooter
accident occurs due to a hazardous condition on private property, such as an uneven sidewalk or
poorly maintained parking lot, the property owner may be deemed negligent. It is important for
property owners to maintain safe premises to prevent accidents involving pedestrians and
scooter riders.

Legal Considerations in Louisiana

Louisiana’s legal framework regarding electric scooter accidents is still evolving, and there are no
specific laws that address scooter accidents directly. However, the state's general negligence laws
apply to electric scooter accidents. Under Louisiana’s comparative fault rule, liability can be
shared between multiple parties involved in an accident, with damages being awarded based on
the degree of responsibility each party holds.

For example, if a scooter rider is 60% responsible for an accident and the other driver is 40%
responsible, the rider would be liable for 60% of the damages, while the other driver would be



responsible for the remaining 40%. This shared liability can be complex, and determining fault
may require a thorough investigation into the circumstances surrounding the incident.

The Importance of Proper Documentation

In any accident involving an electric scooter, proper documentation is essential to ensure that
liability is determined fairly. Morrow advises that all parties involved should take steps to collect
information at the scene of the accident, including the contact details of witnesses, photos of the
scene, and any other evidence that can help establish fault.

Riders involved in an accident should also report the incident to the rental company if they were
using a scooter from a sharing service. Many companies have specific procedures for reporting
accidents, and following those procedures can be critical when seeking compensation for
damages or injuries.

Personal Injury Claims and Compensation

If an accident results in injuries, the injured party may be entitled to compensation for medical
expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, and other damages. If a scooter rider or another party
is found to be at fault, the injured individual may file a personal injury claim to recover these
costs.

Stephen M. Morrow points out that personal injury claims related to scooter accidents can be
complicated. “In many cases, multiple parties may be involved, and determining the extent of
each party’s responsibility can be difficult. Legal representation is often essential to navigate the
complexities of these cases and ensure that victims receive fair compensation.”

Preventative Measures for Scooter Riders

While accidents are sometimes unavoidable, there are steps scooter riders can take to reduce
the risk of injury. Wearing a helmet, following traffic laws, and avoiding distractions while riding
are just a few of the precautions that can help prevent accidents. Additionally, riders should
always check the scooter for any signs of malfunction before using it.

For those involved in accidents, seeking legal advice from an experienced attorney can help
ensure that all parties involved are held accountable and that the injured party receives the
compensation they deserve.

Conclusion

As electric scooters become more common on Louisiana’s streets, the legal landscape
surrounding scooter accidents is likely to evolve. Understanding the potential liabilities involved
in these accidents is essential for both riders and other parties involved. William P. Morrow,
along with his colleagues at Morrow Law Firm, provides insight into these issues and can help
individuals navigate the complexities of accidents involving electric scooters.
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