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Hollywood Premiere Celebrates Mark
Gruenwald's Legacy

The Grauman's Chinese Theatre premiere of "Captain
America: Brave New World" unfolded with a tribute to
comic book legend Mark Gruenwald on Hollywood Boulevard

LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, February 13, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- On a glamorous

evening at the Grauman's Chinese Theatre on Hollywood
“ Boulevard, right on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, the
premiere of "Captain America: Brave New World" unfolded
with a special tribute to comic book legend Mark
Gruenwald. His widow, Catherine Schuller-Gruenwald, and
close friend Dr. Jessica Konopka, were in attendance,
celebrating Gruenwald's enduring influence on the Marvel
Universe.

| am fascinated by the
concept that Mark
Gruenwald has pioneered
representing the character
crossover in a merging of
dualities in which villains
turned superheroes, vowing
to change their ways”

Jessica Konopka

Mark Gruenwald, renowned for his extensive work on
"Captain America," was honored posthumously at the
event. He held the record for the longest tenure writing the

iconic hero, introducing characters like Sidewinder into comic lore. In a fitting tribute, Giancarlo
Esposito was cast as Sidewinder, bringing to life one of the Serpent Society's most notorious
villains in this latest installment of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Sidewinder, created by
Gruenwald and Ralph Macchio, was the founder of the Serpent Society and made his first
cinematic appearance in "Captain America: Brave New World" during this premiere.

Dr. Jessica Konopka, an entrepreneur and fashion model from New York, graced the red carpet
in a gown that fused haute couture with comic culture. Fresh from New York Fashion Week 2025
at the CosMODA Alliance Runway produced by Schuller and Daniel Hort, where she debuted the
gown by Re'Malhi Haute Couture.

For the premiere, Catherine Schuller-Gruenwald conceived an Haute Couture Cosplay Concept,
presenting a new female character interpretation based on Nighthawk, the founder of Squadron
Supreme, which was one of Gruenwald's best-selling graphic novels. This novel was notably re-
released with an extraordinary tribute: it included Gruenwald's cremains within the ink of the
first printing, symbolizing his eternal bond with his creations. She contributed to Nighthawk as a
tribute. This creative endeavor was reflected in her attire for the premiere; she wore a Mark


http://www.einpresswire.com
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Gruenwald-inspired coat by Proverbs Tailor. The coat
was a canvas of commemoration, featuring
elements like Wonder Woman, Owen Wilson's
character Mobius M. Mobius from the Time Variance
Authority, and an Ashograph- a resin mold of Mark's
autograph that includes his cremains, symbolizing
his presence at this historic night.

The premiere was a profound celebration of Mark
Gruenwald's impact on comics, which continues to
resonate through the Marvel Universe and beyond.
The evening served as a bridge between comic book
history and its cinematic future, highlighting how
characters and stories have evolved while honoring
their creators. The 'Crossover Nighthawk x Batman
Haute Couture' gown.

In homage to the legacy of Gruenwald, Catherine
Schuller-Gruenwald presented the story behind the
gown crossover haute couture concept between
Nighthawk and Batman, entitled "A Cosmic
Crossover Odyssey,". It bridges two worlds,
representing a unification of Squadron Supreme and the Justice League of America. This
symbolic crossover is a narrative about joining forces to unite for a common goal.

Re'Malhi Haute Couture named
NightHawk

The Narrative: In Gotham City, Batman grapples with profound emptiness amidst crime and
chaos. His journey takes a transformative turn when he envisions Earth 31916, a utopian world
of harmony and resilience. There, he encounters the female version of Nighthawk, known as
Empress Seraphina, who embodies reinvention, resilience, and regeneration. Together, their
story serves as a beacon of hope and a symbolic meeting of darkness and light, with Batman
dreaming of a more idyllic and harmonious existence. Empress Seraphina descends to Earth-0,
encouraging Batman to heal his past wounds, stepping away from crime-fighting, and instead
introducing a way of governance that promotes peace and harmonious living.

Dr. Jessica Konopka was thrilled to be a part of this event paying tribute to the late writer of
Captain America and Squadron Supreme.

“| am fascinated by the concept that Mark Gruenwald has pioneered representing the character
crossover in a merging of dualities in which villains turned superheroes, awakened to their
humanity through existential catharsis, vowing to change their ways. The movie Captain America:
Brave New World is precisely why we were here; to bring attention to the unifying forces that
inspire transformation, as a global population for the greater good. Nighthawk's female
version—known as Empress Seraphina from Earth 31916—was presented on the red carpet to



usher in this paradigm shift, when darkness transforms into Light. My epic ballgown
commissioned by Re'Malhi Haute Couture, symbolized this change by merging Haute Couture
and Comics in epic Fashion.”
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