
EBC Financial Group Breaks Down How U.S.
Trade Moves Are Reshaping LATAM’s Critical
Minerals Market

Latin America's resource wealth and shifting trade

policies are shaping global commodities markets,

with EBC Financial Group offering key insights for

traders.

How U.S. tariffs and rising demand for

lithium, copper reshape LATAM’s critical

minerals trade—EBC Financial Group

provides key market insights.

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO, February 14,

2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The global

commodities landscape is evolving

rapidly as the demand for renewable

energy infrastructure and sustainable

technologies drives the emergence of a

new super-cycle. Unlike the China-

driven boom of the past two decades,

the next phase will centre on critical

minerals like copper and lithium, essential for electrification, electric vehicles, and the

development of advanced technologies such as artificial intelligence.

Latin America, home to some of the largest reserves of these key resources, stands at the

forefront of this transition. EBC Financial Group (EBC), a leading global brokerage, provides

market insights and analysis to help investors navigate the impact of shifting commodity

demands and regional developments, including Latin America's growing role in critical mineral

supply chains.

Latin America’s Critical Mineral Boom: Rising Copper & Lithium Demand Reshapes Global

Markets

Projections from industry leaders, including the International Energy Agency, highlight a sharp

increase in demand for critical minerals. Copper, vital for renewable energy grids and data

centres, is expected to see demand rise by 50% by 2040, while lithium demand could grow by as

much as sevenfold during the same period. These materials are essential for manufacturing

electric vehicle batteries, solar panels, and wind turbines, highlighting their critical role in the
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global energy transition.

Latin America’s abundant deposits of critical minerals place it at the heart of this commodities

boom. Such countries as Chile and Peru lead global copper production, while Argentina and

Bolivia possess substantial lithium reserves within the Lithium Triangle.

This positions the region as a cornerstone for meeting the world’s energy transition goals.

Mining companies have already begun shifting their investments to tap into these rich resources,

fostering opportunities for economic growth and global partnerships. Analysts at EBC observe

that these investment flows are not only reshaping Latin America’s economic landscape but also

influencing global supply chains and trade relationships. As governments introduce new

regulations and infrastructure projects to support the extraction and export of critical minerals,

industry participants are closely watching policy shifts that could impact long-term supply

stability and pricing dynamics.

Potential Impact of U.S. Tariffs on Latin America and U.S. Industries

Recent trade policies under the Trump administration have heightened uncertainty in the

commodities landscape, with new tariff measures affecting multiple Latin American economies.

Notably, the U.S. initially imposed a 25% tariff on imports from Colombia in response to the

country’s refusal to accept U.S. deportation flights. However, following negotiations, Colombia

agreed to resume accepting deported migrants, leading to the suspension of these tariffs.

At the same time, the administration announced a 25% tariff on imports from Canada and

Mexico, citing concerns over migration and trade imbalances. However, the implementation of

these tariffs has been delayed by one month as negotiations continue, leaving industries

uncertain about potential cost increases and supply chain disruptions. Additionally, the

administration plans to implement “reciprocal” tariffs on countries imposing duties on U.S.

goods, a move that could impact Brazil and key Latin American trade partners, particularly in the

commodities sector.

These shifting trade policies raise concerns about the stability of Latin America’s critical mineral

supply chains, particularly for copper and lithium exports, which are vital to global electrification

and energy transition efforts. Recent U.S. trade policies, including the imposition of a 25% tariff

on steel and aluminium imports effective March 12, 2025, have heightened uncertainties in the

commodities market. While these tariffs currently target steel and aluminium, the

administration’s broader trade strategy, such as the implementation of “reciprocal” tariffs on

countries with protectionist trade policies, could potentially extend to other sectors, including

critical minerals. Should these tariffs be expanded or new ones introduced, industries

dependent on Latin American minerals could face rising costs, supply chain bottlenecks, and

investment shifts as producers seek alternative export markets in Europe and Asia.

Beyond economic impacts, these policies are accelerating a shift in global trade alliances. As



Latin American nations diversify trade agreements and deepen ties with other economic blocs,

global supply chains are being realigned to mitigate risk. This could introduce more competitive

pricing for commodities outside the U.S. market, reducing Latin America’s reliance on U.S. trade

while reshaping investment flows into resource extraction and infrastructure development.

Analysts at EBC note that the unpredictability of U.S. tariffs is driving market participants to

reassess their strategies for engaging with Latin America’s critical mineral sector. The region’s

ability to adapt to these trade shifts, attract investment, and establish new long-term

partnerships will be key in determining the resilience of its commodities market.

Navigating Trade Shifts and Market Volatility in Latin America

As the world embarks on this transformative journey, Latin America’s role extends beyond

resource extraction. The region faces the task of ensuring that mining practices align with

environmental and social standards, safeguarding local communities while contributing to global

growth. Governments, policymakers, and companies must work together to create a framework

that fosters responsible development and long-term benefits.

EBC’s expertise in LATAM markets ensures that its clients are well-prepared to navigate evolving

trade policies, supply chain shifts, and market volatility. By closely monitoring geopolitical

developments—such as potential U.S. tariffs and their implications for commodity markets—EBC

provides insights that help investors assess risks, identify opportunities, and adjust their

strategies accordingly.

In a world of shifting policies and emerging super-cycles, EBC remains a steadfast partner in

understanding the evolving commodities landscape and Latin America’s critical role within it.

Through access to forex, commodities, indices, and U.S. shares tied to global markets, EBC

enables investors to navigate market shifts and adjust their strategies to evolving trade and

economic conditions.

###

About EBC Financial Group

Founded in the esteemed financial district of London, EBC Financial Group (EBC) is renowned for

its comprehensive suite of services that includes financial brokerage, asset management, and

comprehensive investment solutions. EBC has quickly established its position as a global

brokerage firm, with an extensive presence in key financial hubs such as London, Hong Kong,

Tokyo, Singapore, Sydney, the Cayman Islands, and across emerging markets in Latin America,

Southeast Asia, Africa, and India. EBC caters to a diverse clientele of retail, professional, and

institutional investors worldwide.

Recognised with multiple awards, EBC prides itself on adhering to the leading levels of ethical



standards and international regulation. EBC Financial Group's subsidiaries are regulated and

licensed in their local jurisdictions. EBC Financial Group (UK) Limited is regulated by the UK's

Financial Conduct Authority (FCA); EBC Financial Group (Cayman) Limited is regulated by the

Cayman Islands Monetary Authority (CIMA); and EBC Financial Group (Australia) Pty Ltd is

regulated by Australia's Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC).

At the core of EBC Group are seasoned professionals with over 30 years of profound experience

in major financial institutions, having adeptly navigated through significant economic cycles from

the Plaza Accord to the 2015 Swiss franc crisis. EBC champions a culture in which integrity,

respect, and client asset security are paramount, ensuring that every investor engagement is

treated with the utmost seriousness it deserves.

EBC is the Official Foreign Exchange Partner of FC Barcelona, offering specialised services in

regions such as Asia, LATAM, the Middle East, Africa, and Oceania. EBC is also a partner of United

to Beat Malaria, a campaign of the United Nations Foundation, aiming to improve global health

outcomes. Starting February 2024, EBC supports the 'What Economists Really Do' public

engagement series by Oxford University's Department of Economics, demystifying economics,

and its application to major societal challenges to enhance public understanding and dialogue.
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