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-- Global Empowerment Mission (GEM),

a leading nonprofit 501(c)(3)

organization founded by Michael

Capponi dedicated to disaster

response and humanitarian relief,

launched an immediate and

comprehensive relief effort to support

communities devastated by the Los

Angeles wildfires in partnership with

Bethenny Frankel’s BStrong on January

9, 2025, and remains a leading ground organization mobilized with support daily throughout the

devastated communities. As damage and fallout from the fire devastation continues to ravage

the region, with thousands of displaced residents, GEM BStrong is committed to providing urgent

aid to those most affected, continued support through essential crisis kits, meals to those on the

front lines and displaced, cash cards, and housing assistance services. 

Since the fires began, GEM BStrong was on the ground within 48 hours distributing cash cards,

and had their warehouse lease signed within 72 hours, with trucks sent en route from their

Chico and Miami warehouses with already pre-packaged essential boxes. They have secured

over $20 million in commitment through goods and essentials for Los Angeles communities that

they have already been actively distributing to Los Angeles County since January 9, 2025 and

over $4 million has been raised for cash cards and housing relocation. GEM BStrong to date, for

all missions globally, has provided over $400 million in crisis relief worldwide for disaster relief

since 2017. As a global organization they have been supporting disaster relief with quick, swift on

the ground support, from California to Hawaii, Ukraine, Haiti to Puerto Rico, North Carolina to
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Texas, within 24-48 hours.

The main focus of relief in Los Angeles

has primarily been on the Eaton Fire

devastated areas, residents of Altadena

and Pasadena, but support has also

been sent to Palisades affected

communities as well. This past

weekend, January 8-10, 2025, efforts

focused on a distribution at the Knox

Presbyterian Church in Pasadena and

God’s Waiting Room Church in

Altadena, supporting GEM BStrong, as

over 800 individuals affected by the Los

Angeles wildfires showed up to receive

essential kits, hot meals, cash cards

and housing service consultation

services. Simultaneously, GEM BStrong also set up a distribution at Topanga Reach, among other

vital locations, where another several hundred displaced residents received relief from GEM

BStrong.

We encourage everyone to

join us in supporting the

people of Los Angeles

during this critical time.

Every contribution, big or

small, helps us make a

difference.”

Michael Capponi, Founder

and CEO of Global

Empowerment Mission.

During the third week of the fire devastation, while areas

were still not contained, GEM BStrong donated $30,000.00

in state-of-the-art firefighting gear plus $39,000.00 in cash

cards gifted to brave volunteer firefighters at Fillmore’s

Station 91 in California. This grant, made possible through

Global Empowerment Mission and BStrong partners Royal

Caribbean Group, and Stable Road Foundation, is a

testament to GEM BStrong’s ongoing commitment to

supporting first responders who risk their lives to protect

our communities. 

“Our hearts go out to all the families impacted by these

fires. At GEM, we understand the urgency of the situation and are dedicated to delivering aid

quickly and effectively to those in need,” said Michael Capponi, Founder and CEO of Global

Empowerment Mission.

“This area really hits home for me, as I lived in Palisades with my father, and have so many

friends directly affected that lost homes. Our model has allowed us to act quickly and swiftly, to

get relief in the hands of those that need it immediately. Since we have been instrumental in aid

for Paradise Fire Victims, we had an infrastructure and model that could be quickly and

seamlessly implemented. We have year-round aid available for any global disaster and trusted
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GEM BStrong Los Angeles Headquarters
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Department

aid partners who spring into action

when we say go. In this case, we

secured a warehouse for a year

minimum, which we will fill and keep

replenishing it. In addition, we

assembled 20,000 crisis kits to be

distributed to individuals and families

who have lost everything. The key to

our model is dignity, and clarity in all of

our charitable actions. Events and

fundraisers are great, but that is not

our model. We believe in money and

aid directly to the people with no red

tape, no deviation in the purpose at

hand. WIth disaster relief, acting fast

and smart, smart being key, is essential

to the organization of the efforts and

yields the greatest impact,

immediately.” - Bethenny Frankel,

Entrepreneur, Philanthropist, and

Founder of BStrong 

Relief Efforts in Action GEM, in

partnership with Bethenny Frankel's

BStrong initiative, have been deploying

critical resources to the hardest-hit

areas, utilizing their new 11,000 sq foot

warehouse on the east side of Los

Angeles, where palettes are delivered

on the daily with essential supplies,

hygiene kits, non perishable food,

beverages, baby and household

essentials, and much more. The

organization is working closely with

local authorities, community leaders,

and partner organizations to ensure

aid reaches those in need. 

Talent such as Zoe Saldana, Cisely

Saldana, Eva Longoria, Gina Torres,

Becky G, Cat Cora, Georgie Flores,

Maria Bello, Kayla Ewell and more have

also joined the GEM BStrong efforts to

volunteer at headquarters and



distribution points, both packing boxes, organizing incoming deliveries and product sorting, and

directly distributing to community residents at the give back locations. The headquarters In Los

Angeles receive daily volunteer support in order to meet the demand of locals in need and

continue the organized flow of distribution kits.

GEM Bstrong has secured to date over $20 million in committed aid to the region through

essential goods and products, delivered via over 75 trucks of goods, filled with essential supplies

that continue to bring products to the warehouse. Additionally, the organization has already

distributed over $540,000.00 in funds and raised over $4 million total to date in Los Angeles for

use on cash cards, relief and logistics, so far having allocated $435,000.00 of the bStrong cash

cards to provide direct financial assistance to impacted families and first responders. This

includes so far approximately 12,000+ families and 35,000+ individuals. 

Distributions of emergency supplies will be happening this week at key locations across Los

Angeles to ensure timely support for those affected. Relief initiatives of GEM BStrong include:

- Emergency Supplies Distribution: Providing essential items such as food, water, hygiene kits,

and medical supplies to displaced families. Family Necessity Kits, Water, Solar panels, Diapers,

Star Links for internet access, Pet Kits, Air Purifiers, Blankets, Hygiene Kits, and much more.

- Temporary Housing Solutions: Collaborating with local shelters and organizations to secure safe

accommodations for those who have lost their homes.

Recovery Assistance: Offering long-term recovery support, including debris removal and

rebuilding assistance, to help families and communities recover and rebuild.

- Cash Card Distribution: Cash cards to residents vetted as needing access to money to purchase

their own personal necessities, pay rent, transportation, groceries, whatever truly they see fit.

- Tool Program: Tools for tradesmen to empowerment get people back to work and or even be

part of the rebuild in their communities.

- Small Business Program: Helping small businesses get back on their feet with a incentive to

restart their business 

Distributions of emergency supplies will continue weekly at key locations across Los Angeles to

ensure timely support for those affected. You can track updates via GEM’s website and social

media channels.

Community Collaboration GEM’s efforts are made possible through partnerships with corporate

sponsors, local businesses, and individual donors. The organization has established distribution

centers in key locations to streamline the delivery of aid and maximize impact. “This is a time for

unity and action," adds Capponi. “We encourage everyone to join us in supporting the people of

Los Angeles during this critical time. Every contribution, big or small, helps us make a

difference.”

https://www.instagram.com/globalempowermentmission/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/globalempowermentmission/?hl=en


How to Help Global Empowerment Mission invites individuals, organizations, and businesses to

support its relief efforts. Donations can be made directly through GEM’s website, where 100% of

contributions will go toward supporting fire victims. Volunteer opportunities are also available

for those looking to make a hands-on impact.

About Global Empowerment Mission:

Global Empowerment Mission is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to providing

disaster relief and supporting long-term recovery efforts worldwide. Since its inception, GEM has

responded to over 500 disasters globally, delivering aid to millions of people in need. They have

provided over $400 million in vital crisis relief around the world, offering a lifeline in the darkest

moments. As a global organization, GEM in partnership with Bethenny Frankel’s BStrong

Initiative, rushes to the scene typically within 24 to 48 hours, mobilizing ground teams to

implement immediate relief efforts. 

For more information about GEM’s Los Angeles fire relief efforts or to make a donation, please

visit LA County Wildfires - Global Empowerment Mission or visit www.Bethenny.com and follow

the prompts for BStrong donations. Follow on social media @globalempowermentmission

@bethennyfrankel #GEMBStrong #BStrong
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