
LAWRENCE MCKINNEY NAMED  2024
ECONOMIC DEVELOPER OF THE YEAR

Honored by the International Economic

Development Council for exemplary

leadership and impactful contributions to economic development

NORMAN, IL, UNITED STATES, February 19, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The International

As for challenges, Mr.

McKinney doesn’t just

respond; he anticipates

them and forges solutions

to strengthen economies

and improve the quality of

life of residents.”

Nathan Ohle, IEDC President

and CEO

Economic Development Council (IEDC) has named

Lawrence McKinney as the recipient of its 2024 Economic

Developer of the Year Award. Mr. McKinney, a much-

awarded 35-year veteran of the economic development

field and the President and CEO of the Cleveland County

Economic Development Coalition (CCEDC), has been a

thought leader and driving force behind numerous

initiatives enhancing the economy and quality of life of

Norman, Cleveland County and Oklahoma. 

"Economic development requires bold leadership to thrive,

and Mr. McKinney exemplifies this through his ability to

cast a vision, inspire progress, and advocate for meaningful change. His personal perseverance

and professional commitment to innovation, collaboration, and community impact have set a

high standard for our profession,” said Nathan Ohle, IEDC President and CEO. “As for challenges,

Mr. McKinney doesn’t just respond; he anticipates them and forges solutions to strengthen

economies and improve the quality of life of residents. This award reflects his profound

influence on both the industry and the people he serves." 

Under Mr. McKinney’s leadership, the CCEDC’s recent accomplishments include:

• Securing $20 million in American Rescue Plan Recovery Act (ARPA) funding for the Norman-

based Oklahoma Aviation Academy – Oklahoma’s first Aviation High School.

• Securing a $7 million Quality Jobs Tax Credit from the Department of Commerce for the

recruitment of employee-owned Advanced Call Center Technologies, employing over 1,500

citizens and now the largest private-sector employer locally.

• Securing $1 million for the construction and management of Mountain Bike Trails at Lake

Thunderbird, as part of a talent attraction program. 

• Securing $800,000 to develop a countywide state-of-the-art AI-enabled workforce development

program.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.iedconline.org/
https://www.selectclevelandcounty.com/
https://www.selectclevelandcounty.com/
https://www.selectclevelandcounty.com/


Lawrence McKinney, CCEDC President & CEO

• Securing $3.2 million to purchase and

renovate what will be the new home of

Startup 405, the County’s only state-

certified business incubator.

“I’m deeply honored and humbled to

receive this award on behalf of the great

State of Oklahoma, Cleveland County, and

my team at CCEDC,” said Mr. McKinney. “I’m

not aware of an economic development

agency anywhere with a staff of four that

has procured over $25 million in funding to

improve the quality of life, education and

economy of a community our size. I could

not be prouder of my Board, staff, or

volunteers, or more excited about the

opportunities ahead.”

IEDC, headquartered in Washington DC

and founded in 1924 as the American

Economic Development Council, is the

world’s largest professional sanctioning body for community development professionals, with

4500 members worldwide.

John Pohl

14th Floor Solutions, LLC

+1 8478122879

jpohl@14thfloorsolutions.com

Visit us on social media:

LinkedIn

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/786896126

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/economicstrategyprofessionals/
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/786896126
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

