
Make-A-Wish International Marks Rare
Disease Day To Highlight the Power of Wishes

With 70% of rare diseases beginning in childhood, this month alone at least 6,800 children will be

diagnosed with a rare disease and become eligible for a wish.

HILVERSUM, NETHERLANDS, February 18, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Make-A-Wish International

For families who often feel

they must fight for every

resource and support, the

wish experience is a

restorative gift”

Luciano Manzo, President &

CEO of Make-A-Wish

International

is proud to join the global community in marking Rare

Disease Day, an annual event on the last day of the month,

dedicated to raising awareness about the challenges faced

by those living with rare diseases, as well as their families

and caregivers. By granting wishes to children with rare

critical illness, Make-A-Wish brings lasting positive impacts

to them and their families.

With 70% of rare diseases beginning in childhood, this

month alone, at least 6,800 children across Make-A-Wish

International Affiliates and territories will be diagnosed

with a rare disease and become eligible for a wish. This equates to at least 82,000 children per

year who face the overwhelming experience of facing a critical illness, alongside the additional

challenges posed by rare diseases.

For many families, just receiving a diagnosis can be a long journey as relatively common

symptoms can mask underlying rare diseases. When the diagnosis finally comes, it can be life-

altering for both the child and their family. Parents face immense mental and emotional burdens

as they navigate complex care needs, advocate for their child, and cope with financial and

logistical pressures. The children themselves can face challenges beyond physical symptoms,

including anxiety, feelings of isolation, and the struggle of coping with pain and fatigue. 

Wishes have been shown to provide a unique array of benefits which enhance the physical,

psychological and emotional well-being of both the wish child and their family. The Wish Journey

provides children with rare diseases a chance to experience hope and joy beyond their everyday

challenges. 

“For families who often feel they must fight for every resource and support, the wish experience

is a restorative gift,” said Luciano Manzo, President & CEO of Make-A-Wish International. “By

taking care of every detail, Make-A-Wish creates an opportunity for the family to focus entirely

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://worldwish.org/prevalence-incidence-research/
https://worldwish.org/theory-of-change/
https://worldwish.org/theory-of-change/


on their child’s joy and make cherished memories together.”

One such family is that of 5-year-old Oliver from the UK, who lives with Duchenne’s muscular

dystrophy, a rare and degenerative condition. Whilst he’s able to walk short distances now,

Oliver’s condition will likely see him unable to as he grows older. That’s why his wish to go

sightseeing in London was so significant to him and his family; Oliver could enjoy seeing all that

London has to offer before his condition takes a further toll on his body. Oliver’s Dad described

the wish experience as “incredible,” adding, “we shall never forget the experience that Make-A-

Wish has given to us as a family”.

This Rare Disease Day, Make-A-Wish International invites the public to get involved in helping

grant life-changing wishes, creating lasting positive impacts for children with critical illnesses

around the world. Find out more at worldwish.org.

Niamh Ryan

Make-A-Wish International

email us here

Visit us on social media:

Facebook

X

LinkedIn

Instagram

YouTube

TikTok

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/787007760

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://worldwish.org/rare-disease-day/?utm_source=pressrelease&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=rarediseaseday_25&amp;utm_content=landingpage
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/5075005
https://www.facebook.com/MakeAWishIntl
https://x.com/MakeAWishIntl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/make-a-wish-international
https://www.instagram.com/makeawishintl/
https://www.youtube.com/@MakeAWishIntl
https://www.tiktok.com/@makeawishintl
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/787007760
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

