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The Importance of Reviewing and Updating
Insurance Policies After a Disaster or Before
the Next Storm Season

HAMMOND, LA, UNITED STATES,
February 19, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/
-- Natural disasters are unpredictable,
and the aftermath of a storm or other
catastrophic events can leave
homeowners, business owners, and
property managers struggling to
rebuild and recover. While having
insurance coverage is essential, it is
equally important to regularly review
and update policies to ensure they
adequately protect against the specific
risks faced in a given region. In the
aftermath of a disaster or ahead of the
next storm season, reviewing insurance
policies is an essential step in securing a property’s future.

Earl Carr, Jr., president of Gulf 52, a company based in Hammond, Louisiana, emphasizes the

importance of evaluating insurance policies after a disaster
“ and before storm seasons. "Many property owners are
unaware that their insurance coverage might not be
sufficient to cover the full extent of damages caused by a
disaster," says Carr. "It's essential to review policies to
ensure they cover the current needs of a property,
especially in storm-prone areas like Louisiana."

It's essential to review
policies to ensure they cover
the current needs of a
property, especially in
storm-prone areas like

Louisiana” _ ,
Understanding the Risks of Unpreparedness

Earl Carr, Jr. T
For those living in storm-prone areas, such as coastal

Louisiana, flooding and wind damage are not uncommon threats. As hurricanes and tropical
storms become increasingly unpredictable, having the right insurance coverage can make a
significant difference in the speed and extent of recovery. Unfortunately, many homeowners and
business owners find that they are underinsured when they need coverage the most.
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One of the most common issues is that
homeowners may have inadequate
coverage for flood damage, which is
not typically included in standard 4 .
homeowners’ insurance policies. Even - 8
if a property is not in a designated

flood zone, rising waters from heavy

rainfall or storm surges can cause

significant damage, and flood

insurance may be necessary to ensure full coverage. Reviewing insurance policies after a
disaster, such as a major storm, provides the opportunity to identify these gaps and address
them before the next event.

Construction & Restoration

"After a storm, many people realize that their existing policies didn't cover specific damages,"
Carr explains. "The best time to make changes is before the next disaster strikes. By reviewing
coverage well in advance, property owners can avoid the financial strain that comes with not
being properly protected."

Key Areas to Review After a Disaster
When a disaster occurs, it's an ideal time for property owners to review their current insurance
coverage and identify any weaknesses or gaps in protection. Key areas to examine include:

1. Storm and Wind Coverage

In many regions, particularly in coastal areas, strong winds and hurricanes pose significant
threats. It's important for property owners to ensure that their insurance covers wind and hail
damage adequately. Some policies may have exclusions or limitations on wind damage, and it's
important to review whether these limitations are sufficient for the potential risks.

2. Flood Insurance

Flood damage is not typically covered by standard homeowners’ insurance, and many property
owners fail to realize that they need separate flood insurance, especially if they are located in
flood-prone areas. After a disaster, it's crucial to check whether existing policies provide flood
protection and to add flood coverage if necessary.

3. Property Valuation

The value of a property can change over time due to improvements or depreciation. It's
important to update the property’s value on an insurance policy to ensure that it aligns with
current market values. Failure to do so could lead to insufficient coverage in the event of
damage, especially when rebuilding costs can exceed initial valuations.

4. Business Interruption Insurance
For business owners, business interruption insurance can be a lifesaver in times of disaster. It



covers lost income and operating expenses if a business is temporarily forced to shut down due
to storm damage or other catastrophic events. Ensuring that a policy includes adequate
coverage for business interruption is a critical step for protecting revenue during recovery
periods.

5. Liability Protection

If a property is damaged during a storm, liability coverage may be necessary, particularly if there
are visitors, contractors, or others involved in cleanup or recovery efforts. Reviewing liability
protection ensures that property owners are not financially responsible for injuries or accidents
that occur during the post-disaster period.

Preparing for the Next Storm Season

In Louisiana, storm seasons can be unpredictable. While it's essential to review insurance policies
after a disaster, preparing for the next storm season involves proactive steps. This includes
checking for any updates to storm and flood risks in the area, confirming that policies cover any
new additions or changes to the property, and ensuring that policies are up to date with the
most recent rates and coverage terms.

Carr suggests that property owners take advantage of the period before storm season to discuss
their policies with insurance professionals. "Reviewing insurance policies with an expert can help
uncover potential coverage gaps and provide clarity on what is and is not covered," he says.
"There’s no time like the present to ensure that everything is in place for the next storm

season."

The Role of Professional Guidance

Navigating the complexities of insurance policies can be challenging, especially in areas prone to
severe weather. That's why it's beneficial for property owners to seek professional guidance
when reviewing their insurance coverage. An insurance expert can help identify areas where
coverage may be insufficient and recommend the necessary steps to ensure full protection.

Carr notes that the expertise of professionals in the field can ensure that every policy is tailored
to meet specific needs. "It's not just about having insurance; it's about having the right
insurance," he says. "Whether it's flood coverage, storm protection, or business interruption
insurance, working with a professional ensures that property owners are not left vulnerable.”

Conclusion

In areas like Louisiana, where storms and natural disasters are a frequent concern, ensuring that
insurance coverage is comprehensive and up to date is critical. Property owners who review their
insurance policies after a disaster and before storm season can protect themselves from
financial strain and ensure that they are adequately covered for the future. By focusing on key
areas like storm damage, flood coverage, property valuation, and business interruption
insurance, homeowners and business owners alike can ensure that they are ready for the
challenges ahead.



For assistance with reviewing or updating insurance policies, property owners can turn to
professionals like those at Gulf 52 to receive expert guidance and support.
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