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SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, February

21, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Homeownership along the Gulf Coast

offers many benefits, from stunning

views to a lifestyle steeped in natural

beauty. However, coastal living also

comes with challenges, particularly

when it comes to maintaining a home.

One of the most significant concerns

for homeowners near the coast is the

impact of saltwater and coastal air on

building materials, especially roofing.

Over time, these elements can

deteriorate roofing materials faster

than in inland areas, making it crucial

for homeowners to understand the risks and take preventative steps to protect their roofs.

Jules Albert III, owner of Jaymar Construction LLC in Slidell, Louisiana, offers valuable insights on
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how saltwater and coastal air affect roofing materials,

along with tips for homeowners on how to mitigate these

issues. "Saltwater and coastal air contain high levels of salt

and moisture, both of which can accelerate the

deterioration of roofing materials," says Albert. "For those

living in coastal areas, it’s essential to understand how

these elements interact with roofing systems and to select

materials designed to withstand these harsh conditions."

The Corrosive Nature of Saltwater and Coastal Air

Saltwater is inherently corrosive, and when combined with

high humidity in coastal environments, it poses a unique

challenge to the longevity of roofing materials. Coastal regions, particularly in Louisiana, are

especially vulnerable to the effects of salt-laden air, ocean winds, and frequent storms. As salt

settles on surfaces, it promotes oxidation, rusting, and the breakdown of materials like metals,

shingles, and flashing. This process weakens the protective coatings on roofs and can result in
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faster degradation over time.

For homeowners in Louisiana’s coastal

areas, the combination of saltwater

and coastal air can shorten the lifespan

of roofs and increase maintenance

costs. Albert notes, "Roofs in these

regions endure a constant barrage of

salty air and moisture, which can erode

materials and compromise the roof’s

ability to provide adequate

protection."

Roofing Materials Affected by Coastal Conditions

Various roofing materials react differently when exposed to saltwater and coastal air.

Understanding the implications of these conditions on different materials can help homeowners

choose the most appropriate roofing system for their property.

Metal Roofing

Metal roofing is a popular choice in coastal areas due to its durability and longevity. However, the

salt-laden air and moisture present in coastal environments can significantly affect metal roofing

over time. Salt can cause corrosion, leading to rust and weakening the roof’s structural integrity.

Aluminum and galvanized steel are more resistant to corrosion but still require regular

maintenance to prevent rust in vulnerable areas.

Homeowners should opt for metal roofing with special coatings designed to resist corrosion.

Additionally, routine cleaning and maintenance are vital for removing salt buildup and

preventing long-term damage.

Asphalt Shingles

Asphalt shingles, while commonly used in many regions, are also vulnerable to coastal

conditions. Although they are not prone to rust like metal, saltwater can cause asphalt shingles

to deteriorate faster. The moisture in coastal air can seep into the shingles, leading to mold and

algae growth, which in turn weakens the roof and reduces its lifespan.

To counteract this, homeowners should consider algae-resistant asphalt shingles, which are

designed for coastal climates. These shingles have additional coatings that help prevent the

growth of algae and mold, thus extending the roof’s life.

Wood Shingles and Shakes

Wood shingles and shakes are often chosen for their aesthetic appeal but are highly susceptible

to saltwater and coastal air. The high moisture levels in coastal areas can cause wood roofing to

warp, rot, and crack, with saltwater exacerbating the process. Moreover, salty air can cause



discoloration of the wood, affecting its appearance.

To protect wood roofs, homeowners can apply sealants and other treatments to create a barrier

against moisture and salt exposure. However, even with regular treatments, wood roofing may

not last as long as other materials in harsh coastal climates.

Clay and Concrete Tiles

Clay and concrete tiles are known for their durability but can still be affected by saltwater and

coastal air. The moisture and salt from the air can cause the tiles to deteriorate, leading to

cracking, fading, and wear. Over time, salt can also affect the adhesives used to install the tiles,

causing them to loosen or shift.

Homeowners should choose high-quality tiles designed specifically for coastal regions and invest

in regular inspections and maintenance to ensure the roof remains intact.

Maintenance Tips for Coastal Roofs

Given the constant exposure to saltwater and coastal air, proper roof maintenance is crucial to

extending the lifespan of roofing materials. Homeowners in coastal areas should follow these

maintenance tips to protect their roofs:

Regular Cleaning: Salt buildup can accumulate on the roof, causing damage over time.

Homeowners should clean their roofs regularly, using soft brushes or low-pressure washers to

remove salt and prevent corrosion.

Routine Inspections: Coastal roofs should be inspected at least annually and after major storms.

This allows homeowners to detect any signs of damage early, such as rust, cracks, or algae

growth, and address the issue before it worsens.

Protective Coatings: Applying protective coatings to roofing materials can help improve resilience

against corrosion, algae growth, and other forms of wear. Coatings specifically designed for

coastal conditions are essential for metal roofs, while asphalt shingles can benefit from

treatments that prevent algae and moisture-related damage.

Choosing the Right Materials: When building or replacing a roof, selecting materials that are

resistant to corrosion, moisture, and salt exposure is essential. Homeowners should consult with

roofing professionals to determine which materials are best suited for their specific location and

conditions.

Conclusion

The saltwater and coastal air in Louisiana’s Gulf Coast have a significant impact on the durability

and longevity of roofing materials. Homeowners in coastal regions must be proactive in

understanding how these environmental factors affect their roofs and take steps to protect their

investment. By selecting the right materials, performing regular maintenance, and addressing



issues early, homeowners can minimize the damage caused by saltwater and coastal air,

ensuring their roofs last longer and provide the necessary protection.

For more information on protecting roofs from coastal elements or to schedule an inspection,

homeowners can consult with experienced professionals like Jaymar Construction LLC in Slidell,

Louisiana, who understand the unique challenges faced by Gulf Coast property owners.
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