
This Album Shouldn’t Exist—A Near-Death
Experience, Betrayal, and a Band’s
Unbreakable Comeback

Our Blood Oath (Album)

CHICAGO, IL, UNITED STATES, February

27, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The

music industry has long embraced a

curated version of rebellion—packaged

angst, carefully refined discontent, and

a brand of defiance that fits neatly on a

promotional poster. But Just a Mess

isn't here for that. Their upcoming

album, Our Blood Oath, is unfiltered,

raw, and strikingly real. Born from

adversity, driven by frustration, and

shaped by a deep disillusionment with

the industry’s manufactured

authenticity, this record is more than

music—it’s a statement.

An Album That Almost Never Was

The cold slap of Chicago air hits as I

step out of O’Hare, my breath visible in

the late-winter chill. I flew in for

this—because some stories are worth more than a phone call. Many albums take shape in

pristine studios, polished by industry veterans who know how to refine rough edges. Our Blood

Oath, however, was crafted in a hospital bed, scribbled down between moments of pain and

profound self-reflection.

I was ready to let it go.”

Anthony Sarlo

Tony Sarlo, Just a Mess’s frontman, wasn’t supposed to be

here—not sitting across from me in this dimly lit dive bar,

not talking about an album that shouldn’t have survived.

The place smells like stale beer and chaotic nights, and the

bartender has the vacant stare of a man who’s seen too much. Sarlo was hit by a car on a busy

Chicago street, and while the world kept moving, he was stuck in a hospital bed, questioning
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whether he even wanted to come back. The car that nearly ended his life left more than just

scars—it left a ghost.

“I was ready to let it go,” Sarlo admits, staring at the condensation on his beer bottle. “The songs,

the band, everything—I didn’t see the point anymore.”

Yet, in the darkest moments, creativity often finds a way to survive. Encouraged by the

unwavering support of friends and family, Sarlo channeled his experience into Our Blood Oath,

an album that emerged as a raw, defiant testament to perseverance. It is an unapologetic

response to an industry that often rewards conformity over truth.

Lyrics That Challenge the Status Quo

Our Blood Oath is not just another introspective rock album—it is a bold declaration. Tracks like

"An Open Letter to Chicago" have already sparked conversation with their stark, unfiltered lyrics:

"They want the cops powerless from doing their jobs, while they let the criminals grow and form

mobs."

The song has drawn both praise and criticism, igniting discussions on its unvarnished

perspective. From the haunting introspection of "In My Ancient Past" to the anthemic energy of

"Snakes at the Door", the album captures an unfiltered emotional intensity. Love it or challenge

it, one thing remains certain—Our Blood Oath refuses to be ignored.

A Band Redefined

The journey to completing this record was marked by upheaval. As Our Blood Oath took form,

the band underwent changes, including the departure of their drummer. Despite the shifts,

bassist Kyle Blais remained, ensuring the album's vision stayed intact.

“We don’t talk about him,” Sarlo states, his voice steady but firm. “This wasn’t just about making

music—it was about breaking boundaries. Not everyone was ready for that.” A moment of

silence follows, heavy with unspoken words. Some departures are inevitable, but the music

carries forward.

Release Date & The Blood Tour

Our Blood Oath releases on February 28th across all major streaming platforms. However, don’t

expect a standard industry rollout. Just a Mess is bringing their music directly to the people with

The Blood Tour, performing in underground venues, independent clubs, and spaces untouched

by corporate influence.

As I step back into the cold, the weight of the conversation lingers. Chicago moves around

me—horns blaring, people rushing past, indifferent to the fact that not long ago, one of their



own lay broken on its streets. Sarlo shouldn’t be here. This album shouldn’t exist. But sometimes,

survival isn’t pretty—it’s jagged, messy, and loud as hell.

This album isn’t a product. It’s survival.

Genevieve Whitmore

Phantom Punk
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