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Morocco imports Brazilian olive oil to

tackle shortages caused by drought,

boosting trade ties between the two

nations.

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, February

26, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- In

response to a devastating drought that has severely impacted the country’s olive oil production,

Morocco has taken a significant step by approving the import of Brazilian olive oil. This decision

marks an important development in the trade relations between the two nations, particularly as

Morocco grapples with its worst drought in decades. With the domestic supply of olive oil

dwindling, this move aims to ensure that the Moroccan market is sufficiently stocked, mitigating

the risk of shortages for consumers and businesses.

The Impact of Drought on Morocco’s Olive Oil Industry

Morocco has long been one of the world's largest producers of olive oil, with the crop playing a

pivotal role in its agricultural sector. The country’s olive oil production is crucial for local

consumption and export to markets across Europe and the Middle East. However, the current

drought conditions, exacerbated by climate change, have left the industry struggling. The lack of

rainfall, coupled with soaring temperatures, has resulted in significantly reduced olive yields.

The situation has led to a sharp increase in the price of locally produced olive oil, leaving many

consumers facing financial strain. The shortage is further compounded by Morocco’s reliance on

olive oil for various culinary and health-related purposes. Olive oil is integral to Moroccan

cuisine, from cooking to use in salads and traditional dishes. The country’s agriculture sector has

also faced challenges with other crops, but the olive tree, which is highly susceptible to water

stress, has borne the brunt of the environmental conditions.

Why Brazilian Olive Oil?

Brazil, though not traditionally a major player in the global olive oil market, has recently emerged

as a potential supplier due to its expanding olive oil industry. The country has invested in olive

cultivation, particularly in the southern regions of Minas Gerais and Rio Grande do Sul, which

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://morocco-gold.com/
https://morocco-gold.com/shop/morocco-gold-extra-virgin-olive-oil/


offer a climate conducive to olive farming. Brazil’s olive oil production, while not as large as that

of Mediterranean countries like Spain and Italy, is of high quality and has been increasingly

recognised in international markets.

The import of Brazilian olive oil into Morocco offers a solution to the immediate shortage while

fostering a broader trade relationship between the two nations. Brazil’s olive oil industry is still

growing, but it has gained credibility for producing a range of premium oils that can compete in

global markets. For Moroccan consumers, Brazilian olive oil provides an alternative source that

can stabilise prices and alleviate the pressures caused by the domestic supply gap.

Strengthening Trade Relations

This move to approve the importation of Brazilian olive oil is also seen as an effort to strengthen

economic ties between Morocco and Brazil. The two countries have long maintained cordial

relations, and expanding trade in agricultural products, particularly olive oil, is a logical step in

boosting bilateral commerce. Morocco is Brazil’s largest trading partner in North Africa, and both

countries have been keen to explore new avenues for collaboration.

While olive oil is the focus of this latest agreement, the broader trade between Morocco and

Brazil encompasses a range of sectors, including mining, agriculture, and energy. By importing

olive oil from Brazil, Morocco addresses an immediate crisis and opens the door for greater

diversification of trade partnerships. This export opportunity allows Brazil's olive oil industry to

tap into a new market, potentially leading to increased production and global visibility.

Looking Ahead: Sustainability and Adaptation

The approval of Brazilian olive oil imports may offer temporary relief, but Morocco’s long-term

strategy must involve sustainable agricultural practices and climate resilience. The country is

facing increasingly unpredictable weather patterns and must invest in water-saving technologies,

drought-resistant crops, and improved irrigation systems to protect its vital agricultural sectors.

Additionally, there is growing interest in exploring how the olive oil industry itself can adapt to

climate challenges. Research into more resilient olive tree varieties and better farming

techniques could help safeguard Morocco’s olive oil production in the future. However, for now,

the approval of Brazilian olive oil imports serves as a necessary and practical solution to ensure

that the country’s demand for olive oil continues to be met.
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