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-- Severe weather events such as

storms and hurricanes can cause

extensive property damage, with

winds, flooding, and flying debris

posing serious risks to homes and

buildings. While it is impossible to

prevent damage entirely, there are

several key steps homeowners and

property owners can take to minimize

the impact of storms on their property.

Proper preparation and proactive

measures can help reduce the

likelihood of significant damage and

provide greater peace of mind during

storm season.

Storms can affect various aspects of a

property, including the roof, windows,

foundation, and landscaping.

Homeowners who take the necessary

precautions in advance can

significantly reduce the risk of severe damage. Whether dealing with a tropical storm, hurricane,

or severe thunderstorm, being prepared can make a crucial difference in protecting both the

property and its occupants.

“Taking the time to prepare a home for a storm can make a significant difference when the worst

happens,” says Earl Carr, Jr., president of Gulf 52, located in Hammond, Louisiana. “Small actions,

like reinforcing doors and windows or ensuring proper drainage, can help minimize the damage

caused by a storm and ensure the home is better protected.”

1. Secure the Roof

The roof is one of the most vulnerable areas during a storm, particularly when strong winds and

flying debris are involved. Ensuring that the roof is secure and in good condition can help
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prevent significant damage during a storm. Homeowners

should inspect their roof regularly to check for loose

shingles, damaged tiles, or other vulnerabilities. In many

cases, small issues that are left unaddressed can become

much larger problems during a storm.

For added protection, consider installing storm-resistant

roofing materials or reinforcing the roof structure to

ensure it can withstand high winds. For homes in hurricane-prone areas, installing hurricane

straps to secure the roof to the walls of the house is another effective measure to minimize the

risk of roof damage.

2. Install Storm Shutters or Impact-Resistant Windows

Windows are particularly susceptible to damage during a storm, especially when flying debris or

strong winds cause breakage. A broken window can allow water to enter the home, leading to

flooding and other forms of damage. Installing storm shutters or impact-resistant windows can

provide a solid barrier against the elements, keeping debris out and reducing the risk of broken

windows.

Storm shutters are available in various styles, including roll-down, accordion, and panel types.

They can be installed quickly and easily before a storm hits and removed afterward. Impact-

resistant windows, on the other hand, are built to withstand the force of flying debris and can

help protect both the interior and exterior of the home. Both options offer valuable protection

for homeowners looking to safeguard their property during a storm.

3. Clear Gutters and Downspouts

One of the most common causes of water damage during a storm is clogged gutters. When

gutters are blocked by leaves, debris, or other obstructions, rainwater cannot flow freely, causing

it to back up and potentially spill over the edges. This overflow can lead to water damage around

the roof, siding, and foundation, increasing the risk of flooding inside the home.

Regularly cleaning and maintaining gutters and downspouts is a simple yet essential task for

preventing storm damage. Homeowners should ensure that all debris is cleared before a storm

to allow rainwater to flow freely away from the home. If the property is located in an area prone

to heavy rainfall or flooding, it may be worth considering the installation of gutter guards to

prevent future blockages.

4. Reinforce Doors and Garage Doors

During a storm, doors and garage doors can be vulnerable to damage from wind pressure and



flying debris. Ensuring that exterior doors are reinforced can prevent them from being forced

open or damaged. Installing heavy-duty deadbolts or security bars on doors can increase their

strength and prevent them from being blown in by strong winds.

Garage doors, in particular, are often a weak point in a home’s defense against storms. Many

garage doors are not designed to withstand the force of high winds, which can cause them to

collapse or be blown off their tracks. Installing a reinforced garage door with a wind load rating

or using braces to support the door during a storm can significantly reduce the risk of damage.

5. Protect the Foundation and Landscaping

The foundation of a home is essential for its structural integrity, and flooding or shifting soils

during a storm can cause significant damage. Ensuring that the foundation is properly sealed

and protected against water infiltration is key to preventing damage. Homeowners should

inspect the foundation for cracks or gaps and seal any areas that may allow water to seep in

during heavy rain or flooding.

In addition to foundation protection, landscaping can also play a role in minimizing property

damage during a storm. Trimming trees and shrubs around the property can reduce the risk of

branches or debris being blown onto the house. Homeowners should also avoid planting large,

unstable trees near the home that could fall and cause significant damage during high winds.

Consideration should be given to the grading of the yard to ensure proper drainage and prevent

water from pooling near the foundation.

6. Create an Emergency Plan and Prepare Supplies

While minimizing property damage is a key aspect of storm preparation, it is equally important

to ensure that the safety of residents is prioritized during a storm. Homeowners should create

an emergency plan that includes evacuation routes, emergency contacts, and shelter locations.

Ensuring that all members of the household know the plan and are prepared to act quickly in the

event of an emergency can prevent injury or worse during a storm.

In addition to an emergency plan, preparing an emergency kit with essential supplies such as

food, water, flashlights, batteries, medications, and first-aid materials is crucial. Having these

supplies on hand ensures that individuals can remain safe and comfortable if they are required

to shelter in place during a storm.

7. Monitor Weather Reports and Alerts

Staying informed about the storm’s progress is essential for taking timely action. Homeowners

should monitor weather reports and alerts regularly, especially as storm season approaches.

Many weather services offer smartphone apps and text alerts that provide real-time updates on

storm conditions and potential evacuations.



By staying informed, homeowners can take the necessary precautions in advance and have

ample time to reinforce their property before the storm makes landfall.

Conclusion

While storms and severe weather events are inevitable, property owners can take a number of

proactive steps to minimize the damage that occurs. By securing the roof, reinforcing windows

and doors, clearing gutters, protecting the foundation, and creating an emergency plan,

homeowners can significantly reduce the risk of severe damage and better prepare for storm

season.

Preparation is key to storm readiness. By following these steps, homeowners can improve their

property’s resilience, ensuring it stands strong during a storm and is better equipped to

withstand the forces of nature.
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