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-- Choosing the right fence material for

a property in St. Tammany Parish is a

crucial decision that impacts both the

functionality and aesthetics of the

property. Whether a homeowner is

looking to enhance privacy, increase

security, or simply define property

boundaries, selecting the correct

fencing material is essential to

achieving these goals while

maintaining the property’s visual

appeal.

Anthony Ostrowski, owner of Tony’s

Fencing & Iron Works in Ponchatoula, Louisiana, a family-run business with over 30 years of

experience in the industry, offers valuable insights into how property owners in St. Tammany

Parish can select the right fence material. “Fences are not just a physical barrier; they serve as an

extension of the property’s design and function. Different fence materials offer varying benefits
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and should be chosen based on the specific needs of the

property,” says Ostrowski.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Fence Material

When selecting the appropriate fence material, property

owners should consider several factors, including the

purpose of the fence, the climate of St. Tammany Parish,

maintenance requirements, and, of course, aesthetic

preferences.

1. Purpose of the Fence

The first step in choosing the right fence material is to clearly define the purpose of the fence. Is

the primary goal privacy? Security? Decoration? Or perhaps a combination of these factors? For

example:
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Privacy: If the goal is to create a private space within a property, solid panels made of wood,

vinyl, or composite materials are good choices. These materials can offer full privacy by blocking

views from the outside.

Security: For security purposes, strong materials such as wrought iron or chain link fencing are

often preferred. Wrought iron fences provide a higher level of security due to their durability and

difficulty to breach. Chain link, though less private, is still effective in defining boundaries and

providing a measure of security.

Aesthetics: For decorative purposes, ornamental fencing made from wrought iron or aluminum

offers a visually appealing solution without compromising durability. These types of fences allow

for the natural beauty of a property to shine through while adding an element of sophistication.

2. Climate Considerations

St. Tammany Parish, located along the Gulf Coast, is subject to a humid subtropical climate, with

warm, wet summers and mild winters. This climate can affect the longevity of various fencing

materials.

Wood: While wood is a traditional and aesthetically pleasing material, it is highly susceptible to

the elements. High humidity and frequent rainfall can cause wood fences to warp, rot, and

become infested with termites. To extend the life of a wooden fence, homeowners must

regularly treat the wood with water-resistant and pest-repelling solutions.

Vinyl and Composite: These materials are more resistant to moisture and pests than wood. Vinyl

and composite fences will not warp or rot, making them ideal for the humid climate of St.

Tammany Parish. They are also low maintenance and available in a variety of colors and

textures.

Metal: Metal fences, such as aluminum or wrought iron, are highly resistant to the elements.

They will not rot or warp, making them a durable option for the local climate. However, they may

require occasional touch-ups to prevent rusting, especially in areas that are exposed to heavy

moisture.

3. Maintenance Requirements

When selecting a fence material, it’s essential to consider the level of maintenance required.

Some materials demand more upkeep than others, and homeowners should be prepared to

care for their fence accordingly.

Wood: While wooden fences offer a classic and natural look, they require regular maintenance.

Homeowners will need to stain or paint the wood periodically to prevent deterioration from

moisture and UV rays. Additionally, wooden fences should be inspected for termites and other

pests regularly.

Vinyl and Composite: These materials are known for their low maintenance. Vinyl and composite

fences do not require painting, staining, or sealing. They are easy to clean, requiring only

occasional washing to keep them looking new.

Metal: Wrought iron and aluminum fences are relatively low maintenance but may require

occasional painting to prevent rust. Aluminum, in particular, is resistant to rust and corrosion,

but wrought iron can be more prone to it if not properly maintained.



4. Aesthetic Considerations

A fence should complement the overall aesthetic of the property. Homeowners in St. Tammany

Parish should consider the design and look of the fence relative to the architectural style of their

home or business.

Wooden Fences: Wood offers a classic, natural look that blends well with many property types,

particularly rural or rustic settings. Wooden fences can be customized to various heights and

designs, from traditional picket fences to modern privacy screens.

Vinyl and Composite Fences: These materials are available in a range of colors and textures,

making them versatile enough to suit many different aesthetics. Whether looking for a sleek,

modern look or something more traditional, vinyl and composite fences offer flexibility.

Metal Fences: Wrought iron fences provide a timeless, elegant appearance, often associated with

luxury and sophistication. These fences can be intricate or simple, depending on the desired

aesthetic, and they are often used in ornamental applications, particularly in more formal

settings.

Choosing the Right Fence Material for Your Property

When choosing the right fence material for a property in St. Tammany Parish, it’s important to

strike a balance between aesthetics, functionality, and maintenance. Property owners should

evaluate their specific needs and consider the long-term benefits of different materials before

making a decision.

Wooden fences are ideal for homeowners seeking a natural, traditional look but require more

maintenance.

Vinyl and composite fences are great for low-maintenance, weather-resistant solutions.

Metal fences, such as wrought iron or aluminum, are ideal for durability, security, and

ornamental purposes.

Conclusion

Selecting the right fence material can have a significant impact on the look, functionality, and

longevity of a property. Homeowners in St. Tammany Parish should carefully consider their

needs, local climate, and aesthetic preferences before making a decision.

Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works, a family-run business with over 30 years of experience in the

fencing industry, can provide expert advice and installation services to ensure that property

owners in St. Tammany Parish get the perfect fence to suit their needs.

For more information on selecting the right fence material, or to schedule a consultation,

property owners can reach out to Tony’s Fencing & Iron Works in Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
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