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SXSW World Premiere: "Night Fight," A
Haunting, Visceral Exploration of Race,
Survival, and Memory by Khary Saeed Jones

"With its searing emotional honesty,
arresting visuals, and unflinching

exploration of race, survival, and @
memory, Night Fight will leave audiences ‘5/
transformed" V ﬁ&%ﬂlﬁ
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-- A man drives alone down the quiet
roads of a Canadian resort town, the
predawn darkness folding in around
him. The stillness shatters—headlights
appear in his rearview mirror, growing
closer, tracking him with quiet menace.
For twenty minutes, he is pursued by a anew film by ity SacedJones
vigilante, the night stretching longer
than time itself. Seven years later, he
returns, not to seek revenge or even SXSW-selected Night Fight, directed by Khary Saeed
understanding, but to confront what Jones

remains of himself in the wake of that
encounter.

From award-winning director and film editor Khary Saeed Jones, the SXSW-selected Night Fight is
a work of aching introspection, memory, and the relentless weight of history. This haunting
cinematic journey—part memoir, part meditation, part reckoning—examines the violent
interruptions that fracture Black life and the silent battles waged long after the danger has
passed.

At its core, Night Fight is a film about survival—not just in the immediate, visceral sense, but in
the deep, generational ways that Black people have had to navigate and persist in a world that
often seeks to limit them. Jones, a filmmaker known for his incisive storytelling and layered
cinematic structures, reconstructs this moment of terror and its aftershocks, weaving together
past and present, reality and fiction. As he returns to the town where he was once hunted, he


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.kharyjones.com/
https://schedule.sxsw.com/2025/films/2206302
https://nightfightfilm.com/

invites the audience into an impossible
question: Do we ever truly leave these
moments behind? Or do they continue
to live inside us, shaping the versions
of ourselves that emerge in their
wake?

A CREATIVE COLLABORATION ROOTED
IN HISTORY AND RESILIENCE

Jones and producer Kendra T. Field, a
historian whose work explores Black
and Native histories of self-
determination, bring a singular depth
to Night Fight—one that is as much
about lineage as it is about an
individual moment. Their artistic
partnership, forged over years of
working together, draws from the very
histories that shape this film: the
unrelenting struggle of Black
communities to carve out spaces of safety and belonging, the collision of personal and collective
memory, and the deeply human impulse to move forward, no matter the odds.

Khary Saeed Jones, director and editor

“We are not interested in narratives that frame Black life solely through the lens of victimization,”
says Jones. “Black people, like all people, are driven by a fundamental urge to create, to build, to
claim joy. But it takes extraordinary and persistent violence to hold any group down. Night Fight
is about that tension—about what it means to try to live freely when history and personal
experience tell you otherwise.”

Field's historical perspective underscores the broader themes of the film. “The impulse to seek
out safe spaces, to build thriving Black communities despite systemic violence, has always been
central to Black history,” she explains. “This film is a continuation of that story—a deeply
personal, contemporary chapter in an ongoing narrative.”

A FILM THAT REFUSES EASY ANSWERS

Jones, who also serves as the film’s editor, employs a striking visual and sonic language, blending
documentary, fiction, and experimental elements to create an immersive experience. With
cinematography by Aaron Kovalchik, sound design by Eric Masunaga, and an evocative score by
Philip Field, Night Fight builds an unsettling, hypnotic atmosphere—one that mirrors the uneasy
state of living with, and beyond, trauma.



“The feeling of being hunted is at the center of Night Fight,” Jones notes. “But this is not just my
story. This is about the silent calculations Black people make every day in service of self-
preservation. It's about how the past—personal, historical—collides with the present, how it
burrows into the body and lingers there.”

His own encounters with racial terror—both in Canada and the United States—form the
foundation of the film. In 2017, just weeks before the white supremacist rally in Charlottesville,
Virginia, Jones was pursued not once, but twice by white men in pickup trucks—first in broad
daylight near Boston, and again in the dead of night in Ontario. The latter incident, lasting twenty
harrowing minutes, left him shaken to the core. Night Fight is his attempt to reconstruct the
unspoken, to give cinematic form to the experience of terror and survival.

But Jones resists conventional storytelling. This is not a linear recounting of events. Instead,
Night Fight moves fluidly through time and memory, evoking the weight of history in ways both
intimate and grand. At moments, the film steps into the realm of the imagined—a space where
memory distorts, where survival takes on surreal and poetic dimensions.

A STORY THAT TRANSCENDS THE SCREEN

More than a film, Night Fight is a conversation—a confrontation with the histories we inherit and
the ones we create. It is an act of remembrance, of resistance, of reclamation.

As Jones prepares to bring Night Fight to SXSW, he reflects on what this journey has revealed to
him: “I began this process searching for answers. What | found was something else. A secret life
that existed in the spaces between the fear, the anger, and the knowing. A part of myself that |
hadn’t met before that night. A story | am still writing.”
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